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— — Seu me tranqutllafeneSus 
jExpeSaty feu Mors atris circuwrvolat alisy 
Di'vesy inopSy Romtey feu fori Ha jufjerit, exul, 
' ^uifquU erit <vit€ey fcribamy color. Ho&* 

I M I T A T Ep. 
Whether Old Age a tranquil evening brings, 
f Or Death iaak round me with hi» Raven Wings ; 
Rich, poor ; at Rome, or London ; well, or ill 5 
Whatever my fortunes, write I muft and will. 
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P&INTBD FOR T. CADEL, IN THJi tTRAND. 

M DCC LX^XVII* 
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, TjO 
Sir JOSEPH BANKS, Bart. 

PRES ID E NT 

07 THE 

R O Y A I, $ O C I E T Yj 

Dear Sir! 

' I ^O offer to You, who are ma- 
nifcftly engaged in the moft 
fifeful and mpft refpedable ftudies, 
a CoIIedion of Fugitive Pieces, may 
perhaps at firft fight appear to the 

Vol, I. A world 
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DEDICATION, 
world as a flagrant impropriety, or 
at befl: but an ill-timed compli-« 
inent« 

But the truth is, it is not my defipe 
to fhelter thefe Papers under the Patron* 
age of the President of the Roya^: 
Society $ but to fcife this opportunity 
of publiekly leilifying the finccre te- 
fpedt and regard I entertain for your 
Charadlpr, ' and to acknowledge the 
Obligation? that I owe to Sir JosEPif 
Banks/ 

Thefe confiderations will^ I trufl^ 
be received as an Apology by the Pub* 
lick, and will, I hope, indupe Yoii 
fp pardofi the liberty I have taken lix 

requeuing 
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DEDICATION. 

requefting your friendly acceptance of 
thefe little volumes, as a faint pledge 
of the Vi^neration and Gratitude of^ 

Dear. Sir, 
Your moil obliged 

And moft faithful 
Humble ferrantt 



JRfcbmouJ, 



GEORGIA COLMAN. 
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PREFACE. 

THRIVING the other day through the 
-*"^ City — driving, for alas ! at prefent wri- 
ting I cannot very well walk— I obferved, 
in different panes of the extended window of 
an eminent Lihen-Draper, a conlpicuous Bill, 
exhibiting thefe words in- very large Charac- 
ters: THE GOODS OF THIS SHOP 
TO BE SOLD CHEAP, THE OWNER 
LEAVING OFF TRADE. 

Though it is not my intention to fliut up 
Shop, and though 1 fhall not probably leave 
trade till life leaves me, yet meditating at 
that moment on the few pages neceffary to 
be prefixed to thefe Mifcellaneous Volumes, I 
could not help comparing* my Stock of 
Effays, Prefaces, Letters, Remarks, Odes, 
Epiftles, Epigrams, Prologues, and Epi- 
logues, with other Literary Fragments, to 
A3 the 
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PREFACE. 



the Bales, Pieces, and Remnants, of my 
frriend the Lincn-Draper. 

In one re(pe6t indeed our fituations are 
exadly fimilar; we are both obliged 
to evacuate our fcveral warchoufes, and 
though we may both on this occafion 
bring forward fome ftale commodities, yet 
we both offer all our prime goods much 
below prime coft. 

Nay, fays a Critick, bu( your cafe and 
that of your friend are n6t> ais you pretend, 
exaftly fimilar. He is under a neccfllty df 
difencumbcring himfelf of all his wares, 
good, bad, or indifferent ; but from you wc 
have a right to cxpeft and demand T^SeleSiion* 
Alas, my honoured Sir ! a Selection is now 
out of my power. Many of thefe pieces, 
fince firft printed and publifhed, have been 
-reprinted and republilhed without the pri- 
vity or confcnt of the author^ and ten to 
one, if the* breath was out of his body, 
but fome other colleftion of this fort would 

be 
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be o^ered to the Publiek under his patnej 
much lefs fclcft than the prcfcnt; fwellcd 
mth articles, of which in the firft inftance 
he was not the retailer or manufafturcr, and 
for which he ought not, dead of alive, to be 
made or thought refponfible. 

Of the Contents of thefe Mifcellaniefi a 
fhort Summary is given at the conclufion of* 
each nrolUmes yet it appears neceftary to 
ipeak more at large, in the liyle of a 
Catalogue Raifomee^ of fomc of the Par- 
ticulars. 

The firft volume conlifts entirely of 
Eflays J a ftyle of writing to which the Au- 
thor has always betrayed a great propcnfity. 
This inclination led him, at a very early 
period, to offer the paper that opens the vo- 
lume to the conduftors of Thi Adven- 
turer, who honoured it with acceptance 
and infertion^ fome time before the dif- 
ftinguifhed sera when the illuftrious 
Mr. Town: introduce^, himfclf to the 
A 4 iu>tice 
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viii PREFACE. 

notice of the Publick under the title of The 
CoNNorss£u»^. 

The Series of Papers', under the names of 
The Genius and The Gentleman, were 
qhiefly undertaken with a view of promoting 
the intereft of the Publications in which they 
appeared, and with (otnt thoughts of longer 
duration i but other avocations intervening, 
they were difconrinued as abruptly as they 
were begun. For every thing in thefe papers 
the Editor is refponfibfe, except for the 
Epijile to a Friend at the conclufion of No. XL 
written by Mr. Lloydv 

The numbers of "tERRM-FlLIUS 
were written and publilhed at the time of ' 
their fcveral dates, during a party to Oxford 
in company with my old friends and fchool- 
fdlows Thornton and Churchill: neither 
of whom liowever took any part in that 
publication, though Thornton on our re- 
turn frankly owned his regret at not having 
joined his old Co-adjutor. 

Th« 
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The fecond volume opens with a ftring 
of Letters arid other articles, written for 
the fame purpofe as the main part of the 
Effays in the firftj afting in concert with 
men whofe names I loved, and whofe me- 
mories I revere. A certain fplenetick 
author, who confefledly dates the dawnings 
of his Genius from his juvenile cffufions in 
a Weekly Journal, fpeaks in his ufual ftyle 
of Egotifm with great contempt of the 
writers and Iharers in News-Papers. For my 
part, not confcioi:^s of having written any 
thing in them for which I ought to be 
afliamed, I am free to confefs my having 
written in them. Nor indeed ought He to 
blufh at his earlieft conneftions 5 but rather to 
pride himfelf, and affume more confequence 
than he now challenges, if poffible, from 
the refledion of having conveyed his Loofe 
Thoughts and Tritical Effays to the Pub- 
lick through the fame channel ^ with the 
manly Lucubrations of Pulteney and Boling 
broke. 

The 
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The two Prefaces to the plays of Mafliri- 
gfer and Beaumont and Fletcher^ though 
conveying no Literary Doftriites which I dd 
fcot avow, are not howeter to be ftrifltly 
taken as coming from me a% the Editor of 
either of thofe PublicationSi for which I 
do not .confider myfelf as refponfiblew Thef 
Critical Refledlions were throvTn together 
at the inftance of Mr. Garricki to fer\re his 
old fubjeft Daviesj whoj converted froral 
an Aftor into a BookfeUer, had purchafed 
the remaining copies of Coxeter's Edition 
of the Works of Maffinger, to which he! 
added the Critical Reflexions as a Preface* 
Of the Edition of the Plays of Beaumont 
and Fletcher I never faw a line, to the beft 
of my recolleftion, till near two^ volumes^ 
^ere printed. I afterwards revifcd the proof 
ihects, and by degrees interefted myfelf ftill 
more in the publication j for which I had no 
other motive than the defire of preventing 
a probable lofs to a perfon who had hazarded 
a very confiderable fum on the undertakings 
3 The 
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The Appendil to the fecond Edition off 
the Tranflation of Terence is inferted in 
thefe voiumesj for the reaibns affigned in 
the Poftfcript to that Appendix, now firft 
publilhed, to which Poftfcript I beg leave 
to refer the reader* 

In this detail of the (cveral parts of this 
Compilation^ one of the firft attempts at 
Veife that prefents itfelf is an Ode to Obli- 
livion and an Ode to Obfcurityi in fpeaking 
of which I may fay of this Farrago^ as 
Othello of the ftory of his life, 

** I ran it o'er cv'n itom my boyifli days." 

Thefe Odes were indeed a piece of boys* 
play with my fchoolfcUow Lloyd, with whom 
they were written in concert, in thofe days 
when we had fo little grace as to ridicule our 
Poetical Matters, joking perhaps too licen* 
tioufly with t\itPrettymJfes of one poet, and 
the ObfcuriUes of another. We were not 
however infcnfible to their real merits and 
excellencies, nor defirous to depreciate them : 
and if the time of 'the publication cannot 

be 
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be admitted as an apology^ It fhauld bd 
remembered that there are few writers who 
have not, in fome part of their career, iil- 
dulged themfelves in fimilar liberties, and 
been guilty of the like tranfgreflions. Re- 
pentance in thefe cafes, as in moft others, 
comes too late to redeem the offence. Nefck 
vox mijja reverti. The Elegy of Isis, and 
the Poem of The Triumphs of IsiSi ard 
in vain excluded from the colleftions of 
their refpeftive authors. They have been 
given to the world with the names of the 
writers, in other Mifcellanies ; and their 
native Spirit and Vigour has kept them alive, 
in fpite of the efforts of their unnatural 
pareilts to flifie or overlay them^ 

The Law Student has already been twice 

before the Publick, though not exadtly in 

the fame fhape as at prefect \ firft in Lloyd's 

Poems, and afterwards in a collcftion en- 

titled, The Oxford Sau/agey entirely confiding 

of pieces written by Oxonians. Lloyd was 

removed to Cambridge, as I was to Oxford; 

yet 
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yet I was concerned in the firft of thofe 
publications^ and a ftranger to the fecond. 
The truth is that Lloyd wanted materials to 
fill a volume, undertaken by fubfcription, 
and this little Poem .contributed, with fomc. 
variations, to fupply the deficiency, 

The next article will perhapi at firft 
fight ftartle the reader. The Rolliad^ an 
Heroick Poem! Familiar, however, as the 
tide may appear to his ear and eye, he may 
be aflurcd that the prefcnt work had 
a being and a name long before the exiftence 
of the popular and political work lately 
known under that title. 

The reader I fear m\\ fqpn difcover 
jhat there is no other affinity or fiajilarity 
between the two poems. tVhai*5 in a name f 
^nd even, that name was given to the fcveral 
works on different principles : for Commen- 
tators muft agree, that the Political Rq^liad 
derives its title, like the Oifyjfey, the Mneid^ 
^nd thjp Henriade^ from the namp of thp 

Hcrp; 
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Hero I while our Rolliad owe$ its deno^ 
mination to the greatnefs of the event or the 
^ion, like the Iliad^ the Jerufalem^ and 
J>0ra4ife Lfffi! 

Tie, Cobbler of CrifplegaU^s Letter /♦ 
U. Llrfd was written in concert with 
Garrick^ and with ChurchiU's knowledge 
and privity f^fit to Lloyd for infertion in 
^s monthly publication, Lloydj on the 
receipt of it, (:onfulted Churchill on tho 
propriety of printing fuch an attack 
upon him&lf ^nd his friendii. Jn that point;, 
fays Churchill drily, you mull: judge for 
yourfelf. He did judge for himfclf, aQ4' 
publiihed it: and confidering the literary 
fquabbles of th^t period, which this Letter 
tended to ridicule^ I (hinlc \\t judged 
fightly, 

This article reminds me of mentioning 
what I had nearly forgot; that the Epigram 
%X the end of the Cock-Lane Ghoft Intelli- 
|;ppce was a/m d'tf^U oil Garrickt 

The 
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The fecapiiulation of fomc of thcfc cir- 
cumftances will perhaps be lefs interefting 
to the reader than to the writer, whom 
they aSe£t mod fenfiblyj^ by recalling to hU 
mind the memory of many pleafant hours 
pcver, never, to i^turn ! 

O No^fes^ C n que Dedm ! 

'folliciti jucunda oblivia Vit^» 

The feveral articles in the fecond and thirc) 
volumes,diilinguiflied in the Summary of Con* 
tents by anafterifk, were written fince the work 
was firft committed to the prefs, and were in- 
deed the chief amufements of the writer in the 
intervals of eafe and leifure, during a fevere 
and long illnefs. Two or threpof them (but 
two or three, and thofe very ihort) have that 
illnefs for their fubjeft ; and the thirty-ninth 
Pfalm comes fo clofe to the original, which 
fo naturally refolyes itfelf into Blank Veifc^ 
that he is almoft afraid of having mifnamcd 
\t by ftyling it an Imitation^ 

Thcfj: 
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•Thefe, and other additions^ are now hurp- 
biy offered to his readers, not without hopes 
of contfibuting to their entert^inipept. 
And indeed many parts of this collei^ipn 
have abxady been fo favourably received, 
that the writer is unwilling |to fuppofe, 
that by thus bringing together his detached 
pieces, he fhall be confidered as binding 
twigs to conipofe a rod for himfelf, while 
he is amufed with the thoughts of mak<- 
ing up a nofegay for his friends and for the 
Publick. : • , 
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ON* SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 



The ADVENTURER: V^^o. 
Saturday, September 15th, 1753. 

CmuTitam exenit Jahm, furumque mliquit 

JRtberium fenfum, Mtqui muru'i Jimflkis igtam^ Virgil. 

JHo /peck Is left of their habitual ftains. 

But the pure aether of the foul remains* Dry den, 

NOTHING fooner quells the ridiculous tri- 
umph of human vanity, than reading thofe 
paffages of the greateft writers in which they feem 
deprived of that noble fpirit that infpires them 
in other parts ; and where, inftead of invention 
and grandeur, we meet with nothing but ilatnefs 
and infipidity. 

The pain J have felt in obferving a lofty geniua 
thus fink beneath itfelf^ has often made me wilh 

B that 
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Ithat thefe unworthy ftains could be blotted front 
their works, and leave them perfe£t and immaculate, 

I went to bed a few nights ago fuH of thefe 
thoughts, and clofed the evening, as I frequently 
do, with reading a few lines of Virgil. I acci* 
dentally opened that part of the (ixth l!>ook \ where 
Anchifes recounts to his fon the various methods 
of purgation which the foul undergoes in the next 
world, to cleanfe it from the filth it has contracted 
by its connexions with the body, and to deliver the 
pure aetherial effence from the vicious tindlure of 
mortality. This was fo much like my evening's 
fpeculation,' that it infenfibly mixed and incorpo- 
rated with it, and as foon as I fell afleep formed it«- 
felf into the following dream. ' , 

I found myfelf in an inftant in the midft of a 
temple, which was built with all that .magnificent 
iimplicity, that difiinguifhes the produdions of the 
ancients. At the Eaft end was raifed an altar^ on 
each fide of which flood a priefl who feemed pre- 
paring to facrifice. On the altar was kindled a 
fire, from which arofe the brightefl flame I had ever 
beheld. The light which it difpenfed, though re- 
markably flrong and clear, was not quivering and 
dazzling, but fleady and unifoi/m, and difFufed a 
purple radiance through the whole edifice, not un- 
like the firfl appearance of the morning. 

While 
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While I ftood fixed in admiration, my attcntioa 
Ivas awakened by the blaft of ai trumpet. that fhook 
the whole temple ; but it carried a certain fweet- 
nefs in its found, which mellowed and tempered 
the natural fhriUnefs of that inftrument. After 
it had founded thrice, the Being who blew it, ha- 
bited according to the defcription of Fame by the 
ancients, iffued a proclamation to the following 
purpofe. *' By command of Apollo and the Mu- 
** fes, all who hive ever made any pretenfions to 
** fame by their writings are enjoined to facrifice 
** upon the altar in this temple thofe parts of their' 
*^ works, which have hitherto been preferved to 
^^ their infamy ; that tlieir names' may defcend 
*^ fpotlefs and unfullied to pofterity. For this 
f* purpofe Ariftotle and Longinus are appointed 
** chief priefts, Who are to fee that no improper 
** oblations are made, and no proper ones con^- 
** cealed ; and, for the more eafy performance of 
*' this office, they are allowed to chufe as their 
«' affiftants whomfoever they Ihall think wotthy of 
« the funftion." 

As foon as this proclamation w'as made I 

turned my eyes with inexprelBble delight towards 

the two priefts ; but was foon robbed of the plea- 

fure of looking at them by a croud of people 

B 2 running 
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running up to ofFer their ftfvice. Thefe I found 
to be a groupe of French criticks > but their oiFers 
were rejefted by both priefts with die utmoft indig* 
nation, and dieir whole works were thrown on 
the altar, and reduced to afhes in an inftaiit. Thfe 
two priefts tieft looked round, and chofe with ft 
few others Horace and Quintilian from among the 
Romans, and Addifon from the Englifli, as their 
principal affiftants. 

The firft who came forward with his oflFering^ 
by the loftinefs of his demeanor was foon difcovered 
to be Homer. He approached the altar with great 
majefty, and delivered to Longinus thofe parts of 
his OdyfTey, which have been cenfured as improba- 
ble fi£lions, and the ridiculous narratives of old 
age. Longinus was preparing for the facrifice^ 
but obferving that Ariftotle did not feem willing to 
affift him in, the office, he returned them to the 
venerable old bard with great deference, faying that 
** they were indeed the tales of old age, but it 
** was the old age of Homer," 

Virgit appeared next, and approached the altar 
with a modeft dignity in his gait and counte- 
nance peculiar to himfelf, and to the furprife of all 
committed his whole ^neid to the flames. But it 
was immedi«cly rcfcucd by two Romans, whoraa 

with. 
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Avith precipitation to the altar, delivered the poem 
froiiideftrudion, and carried oiF the author between 
them, repeating that glorious boaft of about forty 
lines at the beginning of the third Georgick« 

■ I i i Teptanda via eft \ qui me quoque po/Hm 
ToUere humo, vi^orque virum voliUre per onu 
Primus ego in patriam mecum &c. 

After hipi moftof the Greek and Roman autbors 
'proceeded tp the altar, and furrendered with great 
modefty and humility the moft faulty part of tbeir- 
works. One cLrcumftance was obfervable; that 
the facrifice always iacreafed, in proportion as 
the author had ventured to deviate from a judicious 
ifliitatio/i of Homer. The latter Roman authors, 
who feemed almofl: to have loft fight of him, made 
fo large offerings, that fome of their works^, 
which were before v«ry voluminous, ihrunk ii^ta 
the compafs of a primer. 

It gave me the higheft fatisfafiion to fee phlla* 
fophy thus cleared from erroneous principles, 
hiftory purged of falfehood, poetry of fuftian, and 
nothing left in each but genius, fenfe and truth. 
I iparked with particular attention the feveral 
offerings of the moft eminent Englifh writers. 
Chaucer gave up his obfcenity, and then delivered 
B 3 his 
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his works to Dryden to clear them from the rubbifli 
that encumbered them. Dryden executed his talk 
vrith. great addrefs, and, as Addifon fays of Virgil 
in his Georgicks, " toffed about his dung witl>^ 
<* ain air of graceful nefs." He not only repaired 
the injuries of time, but threw in a thoufand 
new graces. He then advanced towards the altar 
himfelf, and delivered up a large paquet which 
contained many plays, and fome poems. The 
paquet had a label affixed to it which bore this in- 
fcription, *' To Poverty." 

^ Shakefpeare carried to the altar a long ftring of 
puns marked ** The tafle of the age," a fmall par- 
cel of bombaft, and a pretty large bundle of in- 
correSnefs. Notwiihftanding the ingenuous air 
with which he made this oflFering, fome officiates 
at the altar accufed him of concealing certain pieces, 
and mentioned the London Prodigal, Sir Thomas 
Cromwell, the Yorkflilre Tragedy, &c. The poet 
replied, that "as thofe pieces were unworthy to be 
** preferved, he ihould fee them confumed to alhes 
*' with great pleafurc, but that he was wholly in* 
<« nocent of their priginaL'* The two chief priefts 
interpofed in this difpute, and difmifTed the poet 
yyith many compliments i.Longinus obferving that 
ii^e pie9es in qucftion could not poffibly be his, foe 

that 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The adventurer. N^ 90. 7 

ihat the failings of Shakefpeare were like thofe 
of Homer, ** whofe genius, whenever it fubfided, 
'•* might be compared to the ebbing of the ocean, 
•* which left a mark upon its fhores to fliew to 
** what a height it was fometimes carried." 
Ariftotle concurred in this opinion, and added 
*^ that although Shakefpeare was quite ignorant of 
«^ that exaft oeconomy of the jftage, which is To 
*f femvkabje iji the Greek writers, yet the meer 
V ft^rength of his genius had in n^any points car- 
** ried hind infinitely beyond them." 

Milton gave up a few crrgrs ;n his Paradife 
Loft, and the facrifice was attended with great; de- 
cency by Addifon. Otway and Rowe threw 
their comedies upon the altar, and Beaumont and 
Fletcher the two laft a£ts of many of their pieces. 
They were followed by Tom Durfey, Etherege, 
Wyche^ley, and feveral other dramatic writers, who 
made fuch large contributions that they fet the 
altar in a blaze. 

/imong thefe I was furprized to fee an author, 
with much politenefs in his behaviour and fpirit 
in his countenance, tottering under an unwieldy 
biirden. As he approached I difcovered him to be Sir 
Jphn Vanbrugh, and could not but fmile, when 
B 4 on 
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on his commritttng bis heavy Joad to the flaoCies^ ik 
proVcd to be ". bis^flcill in. archiceaure;'*' 

Pope advanced tt>wards^ Addifon, andi delivered 
with great humility thofe lines written exprefely 
^gainft him, fo remdrk^le for their excellence and 
libeir croelcy, repeating this couplet ^ 

« Cirt-ft be the; veife; how well fcfe'er it flow 

f * That tendf to make <H>« wofftby maiv ray fot .'• . - 

The ingenious critick infifted on* his eakiiig chteitt 
again, **^ for" faid he *^ my aflbciates atf the al^ai*, 
*« particularly Horace, would never permit a line 
«« of fo excellent a fttirift.to be coftfiutie* The 
^ many compliments paid me in other pacts of 
** your works amply compenfate for this fiigbt in-* 
" dignity ; and be afftjred, that no little pfque or 
•* mifunderftanding ffiaFl ever make me af fbc to 
•' genius/* Pope bovsred in fome confufion, and 
promifed to fubflirute a fidrtious name at leaft, 
which was all that waff left in his power. He 
then retired, after having made a facrifice of a 
little paquet of Antithefes, and fome parts of his 
tranflation of Homer. 

During the courfe of thefe oblations, I was 
charmed with the candour, decency, and judgment, 
with which all the priefts difchargcd their difFerenI 
funflions. They behaved with fuch dignity that it^ 

reminded 
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scauncled me of liiofe ages^ when the offices of 
kipg and pneft oen^red in the f;Mnr pecfon. 
Whenever any of the affiftants.were at a bfe m 
asjr pattocidar circomfences, they applied to 
ArifioCfe, wfaa ftttled thr\9hok bufiiteft in an ixi- 
ftant* 

But the reffeSlionS) which thispTsafing fcene 
produced, were foofi- rnosyrupced by a tumultuouc 
noife at the gate of the temple j when fudd^nly a 
rude illiterate multitude rufhed in, led by Tindal, 
Morgan, Chubb and Bolingbroke, The chiefs, 
whofe countenances were impreffed with rage 
whch art could not conceal, forced their way to 
the altar, and amid (I the joyful acclamations of 
their followers threw a large volume into the fire. 
But the triumph was ihort, and joy and acclamation 
gave way to filence and aftonifhment. The Vo- 
lume lay unhurt in the midft of the fire, and, as 
the flames played innocently about it, I could dif- 
cover, written in letters of gold, the words The 
Bible. At that inftant my ears were raviflied with 
the found of more than mortal mufick, accompany- 
ing a hymn, fung by invifible beings, of which I 
well remember the following verfes : 

•'^ The words of the Lord are pure words : even 
*« as the filver, which in the earth is tried, and 
" purified feven times in the fire. 

" More 
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** More to be dcfired are they than gold ; yea^ 
*f than much fine gold; fweeter alfo than honey* 
?* and the honey-^comb." 

The united melody of inftruments and voices* 
which formed a concert fo exquifite, that as 
Milton fays <* it might create a foul under the ribs 
«* of dcathi** threw me into fuch extgfies* that I 
was awakened by their violence. 



T HE 
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fjemmata Ji quarts cur fint adfcripta^ doceho: 
. Ut, Jl maluerisy Lemmata fola legas* Mart. 

Mottoes 1 why Mottoes, Sir ? you cry : 
IMl t^ll you> $!>> the reafon why. 
^Tis that, dull profe dull profe fucceeding> 
You may at leaft find verfe worth reading. 

\ GENIUS is a charafter purely modern, 
^ ^ and of fo late an origin, that it has never 
yet been defcribed or defined in any treatife, ef- 
fay, lexicon, or didionary. It is now, however, 
become almoft univel'fal. The originals are, in- 
deed, fo numerous, and the features fo ftrong, 
that it requires but little (kill to take an exa6^ like« 
nefs. I am myfelf an acknowledged Genius; 
and fmce it is no more than drawing my own 
pi£lure, I cannot better introduce myfelf to the 
reader, than by giving at one ftroke a rough 
draught of my own charader, and that of the nu- 
merouis fraternity, by way of preliminary paper, or 
frontifpiece^ if you pleafe, to the enfuing fpe* 

culations* 

The 
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The ancients, according to their wonted nar- 
rownefs of foul, honoured a very fmall portion of 
the human race with this appellation. He, who to 
extraordinary talents had added extraordinary 
application, after the molt arduous efforts to- 
wards excellence in fome one art or fcience, was 
perhaps at laft fortunate enough to extort this dif- 
tinftion. The more generous moderns demand 
only the firft requifites ; and even thofe, Kke the 
places of men ballotted into the millti^, may be 
fupplied by fubftitiites. Vanity or airurance may 
pafs, in the modern mutter, for fuperior faculties. 
The Genius, endowed with them, needs neither 
diligence nor aiEduity. Supported by confidence, 
be difdains to halt along on the crutches of 
, application* So far from being verfed merely in 
one fcience, be run« round the )vhole circle at his 
pkafurc. Knowledge is rained down on his bead 
like manna from heaven, and he has no c^re but t» 
gather it as it falls. Almoft every man is an 
adept in every art; acquires karning without 
ftudy ; improves his good {enk without meditation i 
Wlites without reading i ^d, being full as; well 
acquainted with one thing ^s another, it an iih-> 
queftionable Genius ; or, what Ls moreL extraordi* 
nary, maintains his right to that title withAutknoiw^ 
itigy or even pretending to know, any thing"ftt aU» 

There 
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There is a certain reverend and affediting biogn^ 
pher in tUs town, wbo pens, almoft every fix 
weeks, the memoirs of feveral unfortunate greal: 
men, and among them of many a Genius. Ia 
order to fhew the charaders of his heroes at full 
length, he takes up their adventures, e'en from 
their boyijh days^ and fairly fets down a plain account 
■of their life, character, and behaviour, beginning 
with their birth, parentage, and education; fo 
that the reader may fee at one glance, by what 
fieps they have gained the top-moft round of the 
ladder; In imitation of fo great an example^ I will 
ende^our to trace the Genius almoft from his 
birth to his fublimeft ftage of excellence. Genius 
is, indeed, univerfally allowed to be the gift of 
nature : we cannot therefore be furprifed to finS 
.it, like Hercules, exerting its ftrength in. the 
cradle. 

The cradle, indeed, may be confidered as a mere 
hot'bed for the raifing of Genius ; which is a 
plant of fo delicate a nature, that it is often nipt 
in the bud. There never was a child, as its .pa- 
rents will tell you, who did not foon give evident 
tokens of the brighteft parts, by doing and faying 
ten thoufand witty things, which were never dona 
or faid before iince the infancy of Cain and AbeU 

The 
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The wit of a child, like that of a monkey, (wliich 
is a very wife animal, and, we are told, couM 
fpeak if it would) confifts in mifchief; and the 
more fpirit littk mafter poffeffes, the more enter- 
taining he is to the company . I remembei;, that 
I was once taken fo much notice of for my wtt 
and humoUr in pulling oflF a grave gentleman's 
wig, that it afterwards betrayed me into feveral 
fcrapes, by playing the fame tricks over again 
upon dull fellows, who had not fuch flrong ideas 
of pleafantry. It may not be amifs to obferve 
here, that pra£fcical ftrokes of humour are thofe, in 
which a Genius takes the moft delight. 

At fchool the young Genius will begin to heighten 
cur cxpedlatlons of his future abilities. His parts, 
indeed, will be too brilliant to attend the inftruc- 
tions he might receive there ; but his fpirJt will 
have more room to difplay itfelf. He may be at 
the bottom of his clafs, but he will be at the head 
of every fcrape. He may be deficient in Gre<*k 
and Latin, ipake falfe concord in his profe^ and be 
guilty of falfe quantities in his \erfe ; yet, before he 
leaves fchool, he will not be unacquainted with the 
world, will walk familiarly into a tavern, know the 
beft fongs at Comus's court, and the names and 
perfons of the kindeft ladies upon town. But, 

when 
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trhcn once relieved from fcholaftick reftraints, as 
his fphere will be more noble, his fame will be- 
come more eminent. If he is entered at either of 
our univerfities, the tamenefs of an academical 
life being ill adapted to the vivacity of his difpo« 
fition, he will fpend all his time in Covent Gardca 
by way of being in genteel company. If he is feat 
abroad, becaufe, forfooth, his wife parents or 
guardians imagine that the difcipline of. our 
own univerfities is not firi£l enough, he will fooa 
convince them that the government of foreign 
academies is infinitely more lax. He will fpeedily 
diftinguifli himfelf by his uncommon fpirit; and 
after ihooting a waiter, killing his friend in a duel^ 
or perhaps contaminating the fixty defcents in the 
houfe of a German baron by decoying his daughter^ 
he may ride poft out of the continent, and be glad 
to embark in a ftorm in order to get fafe footing in 
Old England. 

Old England is, indeed, the nobleft theatre in the 
univerfe for a Genius. Here he may go through all 
the changes and diverfities of his character at plea- 
fure. Here he may fend his miftrefs to parade 
through the fireets in a gilt chariot, drawn by pye- 
bald horfes; he may at the fame time be fo 
deeply engaged at play^ that his own chariot may 

fiand 
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Aand at the door of Arthur's till tight ^a the morop- 
iog. Hemay^ rirde bti own matches at NewmarkefV 
and pei/oiyn ;iiew miracles agaioft tioAe sumI weight;, 
Boi cumber (of horfes, ^very feafon^ In a word, he 
fsay indulge ihis vivacity in every ebuljition of Gjs^ 
mivSy from toilxng off his quarts of champagne^ Isp 
Hunting himfelf through the head. 

With -this fpirit and vivacily may a Gei^ius of 
quality and eflate employ himfelf : but as taletiis 
^rethe gift of nature, and riches the mere favoun 
of fortune, rt happens unluckily, ^hat many a 
GEinirs is reduced to the mean refources of trade 
or profeflion to fupport himfelf. In thefe cafes, 
if the warmth of a Genius is not abated, it involves 
him in many difficulties. The fpirit of the<:lerk in a 
compting-houfe may perhaps betray him into a for- 
gery ; and the evil Genius of the apprentice 
may tempt him to commit depredations on the till. 

The young phyfician of Genius, inftead of 
throwing that folemnity into his countenance, 
which would make him look as if he had himfelf 
taken the potion he (bould prefcribe, adopts a 
whimfical air, and foon lofes his credit with the 
old practitioners, the apothecaries, and his bro- 
ther-attendants at the hofpital, by laughing at the 
farce of phyfick, and fwearing that water-gruel 4s 

of 
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ef infinitely more fervice than the whole Materia 
Medica. A Genius of this fpecies fometimcs re- 
trieves himfelf by recurring irregularly to phyfick, 
and hawking a n9firtm. 

iThe lively ftudent at the inns of court has too 
foblime a turn -of mind to follow his profeffion. 
He gives the attomies a cofitempt for him by en- 
deavouring to convcrfe with them facetioufly ; and 
4s fecn walking the ftreets in an illegal bag-wig, 
inftead of prudently wearing the bufinefs-following 
bob^ He may be found oftener behind the fcenes 
at the play-houfe, than in th"e courts of juftice | 
and if he is a prodigious Genius indeed, he even 
writes for the ftage. 

The exploits of a modern Genius in high life are 
indeed no where to be equalled, except by the pro- 
cki6lions of a nrodern Genius in low life, as an 
author. His works are not to be eftimated accord- 
ing to the quality, but the quantity ef them ; and 
they are fold, wholefale and retail, to one fet of 
boekfcllers, as another fet of bookfellers in 
Moorfields fell thofe of his predeceffors — by the 
pound. He Is not only capable of writing ixt 
any fcience, but he will undertake to write ia , 
all fciemres at once. He will publifh in one day 
detached parcels of biography, architedure, 
C hufbandry^ 
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hufbandry, gardening, and cookery. He will bcj 
at one and the fame time, the author of a long 
hiftory, the tranflator of a voluminous foreign 
writer, the inventor of a novel, the condudlor 
. of a review, the Doer of a magazine, and the 
manager of a news-paper. In comparifon toJiim^ 
Tully fliall appear to have written a volume no 
bigger tlian the primer^ and the Iliad fliall flirink 
into a nutfliell. Lcnginus, from his great learn^ 
ing, was denominated a walking mufaeum ;, and our 
GxNius, from the number and quality of his pro- 
dudlions, may be more familiarly ftiled a cir- 
culating library. 

Such an author am I, the Genius. Hiftory fliall 
fiand fiill for events, and I will tranfcribe the 
news-papers, as the annals of politicks and lite- 
rature, 'ere my pen ihall ceafe. to go on. Loofe 
papers, fuch as thefe,, will fcarce engage the atten- 
tion of a moment, and will be hafiily fcribbled over 
at the tea-table, jufl when the whim fliall iieze 
m6j or any amufing thoughts come uppermoft in 
the whirl of my imagination. The reader there- 
fore muft not exped me at certain periods, iince £ 
fliall always pop abruptly in upon him. Some»» 
tioies he may fee me once, fometimes twice^. in a 
weeks and fometimes perhaps not above once in a 

fortnight 
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fortnight. , I hope to wait on him again very 
foon ; and, as I have here faid fomething of my 
difpofition and fituation, I propofe in my next to 
give an exaA defcription of my perfon. 



The genius* 
N U M B E R li. 

. Tvikvi, [Mxftf ik/Jbtti, »?Jm fifeutnTn<i HOMBR* 

Ttdeu$> of perfon fmall 1 what then f 
Great heroes fifay be little men. 

NOTWITHSTANDING the eminent advan^ 
tag^s refulting froiti the many rare talents 
and qualities neceflarily included in that illuftrious 
character defcribed in my firft paper^ under the 
title of a Genius, I aih, I muft confefs, neither the 
moft completely happy, nor moft liniverially ac- 
complifhed man in the creation. Nature, who 
has in fome 4hftandes been laviih, in her bounties ta 
me, has in others been rather too unkind^ and 
indeed remarkably niggard of her favours. Vanity^ 
for example, ihe has fo exuberantly poured upon 
me, that my portion j to fay no more of it, is at 
lead fufficient to embolden me to venture forth as 
an author ; and yet my fenfibility is^ at the fame 
time, unfortunately fo nice and exquifite, that it ^ 
C 2 becomes 
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' becomes a perpetual thorn in the fides of that very 
vanity, laying it open to every flight attack, and 
rendering it too e^ly wounded by the petolance of 
folly, the flJanders- of envy, the grofs jefts of buf* 
foonery, or the malice of a review. 

But the greateft drawback, which nature has^ 
in my cafe, made on that vanity and felf-applaufe, 
which contributes more of lefs to the happinefs of 
every man and woman in the world, is m(^ unfor- 
tunately external ^ vifible to all eyes, open to ge* 
neral obfervation, and liable to ridicule from the 
dulleft fcllowy that cafts a look upon^ my perfon. 
Peculiarities of figure, whether in make, fize^ or 
completion, have always been deemed an inex- 
hauflible fource of ridicule ta the afibciates of the^ 
a^n who poflefles them. H^, whofe pe^fon is re* 
markable, feems to be confidered as a butt, 
planted by nature, for all other men to (hoot their 
wit at. The coarfe humour of our own vulgar, 
koweyei: blind to mental blemiflies, is fharp-fighted 
a» a lyax to external defers, and exerts itfelf as li« 
boraUy on geirteeler pafiers-by, as on their owA 
kamp-hackedcQpipftnioii, whom they jocukrly en« 
title, my lord. Honer reprefents the gods themfelvea 
as laughing at the ugly, aukward, blackfmith divi- 
nity of Vulcan* TuUy in his Dialogues dc Oratore^ 

recommends 
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i^commends it to an orator to be pleafant and face- 
tious on perfonal defeds; though perhaps rather 
iinadvifedly, and unfuitably to' the grave dignity 
of that profeffion : and, now we are got fo deep 
in learned quotations, I defy the fcholar to find in 
Lucian, Ariftophanes, Theophraftus, or any other 
author, ancient or modern, a greater profufion of 
wit and humour beftowed on any one fubje(5t, than 
Shakefpeare has lavithed, in his feveral defcripti- 
ons of FalftaiF, Shallow, and Bardolph, on a fat 
man, a lean man^ and a man with a red noTe. 
Happy indeed would it be for any other man, (ef* 
pecially if he be a wit and a GfNius) who bears 
about in his perfon this native fund of pleafantry : 
if he could fay yrith Falfiaff, and with equal 
juftice too, <5 I am not only witty myfelf, but 
.alfo the caufe of wit in other men." 

Let not) however, the partial reader con- 
clude too haftily from what ha« been iaid, that I 
pretend to the honour of the deformity of Scarron, 
the crookednefs of Pope, the blindnefs of Milton 
or Honier, or even the long aofe, or no nofe of 
Triftram Shandy« Not to make any further de* 
lay of introduftion^ after having fo long announced 
myfelf to the good company, the truth, and the 
whole trutli, is, that I am of a remarkable low 
.C 3 ftatMre^ 
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ftaturej a -fort of diminutive plaything of Madam 
Nature, that feems to have been made, like a 
girl's doll, to divert the good lady in her infancy $ 
a little t without a tittle o'top ; an human figure in 
miniature ; a make-weight in the fqale of morta- 
lity } a minim of' nature ; a mannikin, not to fay 
tninnikin ; and indeed rather an abftrafl or brief 
chronicle of man's fair proportions, than a man at 
large. My perfon, indeed, is not formed in that 

^ ^cellept mould of littlenefs, which, as in fome 
infers and animals, becomes beautiful from the 

,. nice texture and curious compofition of its parts; 
I may be feen, it is true, without the help of 
a microfcope ; and am not even qualified to' ri-p 
val the dwzrf Coafty by being exhibited to my wor- 
thy countrymen at fix-pence a-piece. I am^ 
however, fo low in ftature, that my name is hardly 
ever mentioned without the epithet little being 
prefixed to it : the moment that my perfon prefents 
itfelf among ftrange company, the firft idea that 
ftrikes the beholders is the minutenefs of the 
figure, and ^a whifper inftantly buzzes round the 
room, hrd! what a little creature! As I walk 
along the ftreet, I hear the men and women 
fay to one another, there goes a little man I — In a 
^Qrd, it is my irireparahle misfortune to bc» with-r 

out; 
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as 



eut my ihoes, little more than five feet in height. 
Eating of daify-roots, we are told, will retard f 
a man's growth : if the French alimentary powder, 
or any other new-invented diet, would at once 
ilivate me, and furprife my friends, I would go 
through a long regimen to b^ raifed ever fo little 
nearer heaven. I think I could not endure to 
have my limbs ftretclied to a nobler length in the 
bed of Procru{les ; but, if I could be rolled out 
like dough orpiafte, or extended by relaxation, like 
a jope or an eel's ikin in dry weather, I believe I 
fhonld readily aiTent to it .: for, there is no impof- 
llbility exifting in nature, or recorded in fcripture, 
at the truth of which lam more apt to repine, than 
that no man is able to add a cubit to hisjlature* 

When the camel applied to heaven for fome 
amendment in his figure, Jupiter (fays the fabulift) 
cropt his ears for his impertinence* I fhould be 
very loth, like fome of my cotemporaries* of 
the quill, by any means to endanger my ears 5 and • 
yet nothing but the back of the camel being 
placed on my little body, could inake me wifh more 
ardently, than I do at prefent^ for an happy al- 
texation in it. For not to mention the natural in- 
conveniencies of being trampled on and run 
over in a croud, almoft preft to death by huge 
C 4 fellows 
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fellows and fat old women in machines and ftage- 
coacheS) deprived of all pleafure at fights and 
(hews by taller perfons taking their places before 
mei — not to dwell, I fay, on thefe and fevcral 
other circumftances of the fame nature, it provokes 
me to find, that though I can fometimes as ab- 
fol'utely forget my littlenefs, as if I was as big as 
Goliah, yet my friends and acquaintance cannot^ 
for one moment, lofe the confideration of it. The 
minutenefs of my perfon fo entirely governs 
their idea* of my chara£ter, that they are not 
able to detach the contemplation of one from 
the other 5 and from the mere credit of having^ 
a larger quantity of clay and dirt put together in 
their huge frames than myfelf, they become (as 
Beatrice terms it) fuch valiant- pieces of duji^ that 
a man who has room ehcugh in his bofom for more 
gall than a pigeon, muft be moved with indig- 
nation. If they think of my marriage, they fet 
themfelves to confider, what fairy they fhall find 
for me, or whether it would not be better to crofs 
the breed by providing me an amaz jn : they woulc) 
have my chariot, like queen Mab's, made out of 
an hazel-nut : and as to an houfe, the cafe of a tr^* . 
U$ hautboy W0-^ a manfton for mu 

A very 
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A very intimate friend of mine one day inad« 
vertently betrayed to me, that his wife always 
fpoke of me by the name of the hahy\ but after- 
wards, in order to mend the matter, he added, 
that (he had no contemptible opinion of my per- 
fon, for that £he always faid, '* {he never faw 
fuch a little man that was fo Jirait.** In families, 
where 1 vifit, growing lads of thirteen or fourteen 
years of age are called out to ftand back to back 
with me, and mcafure whether there is any differ- 
ence between their height and mine: and once, 
I remember, on my vifit to an acquaintance newly-* 
married, being introduced tp the bride, who was 
a fine tall woman, (but a prude or a wit, I cannot 
tell which) fhe held her head fo high, without 
making the leaft inclination of her body, that I 
could as eafily have fcaled the monument, as have 
come at the tip of her chin without the help of a 
pair of fteps. One day, j uft after the paffing of the 
broad-wheel aft, being' on the road on a little 
poney, the man of the turnpike feeing me and my 
nag approach, cried out, " Nay, nay, this muflr 
** be above weight, I am fure." and, clofing the 
gate, left me to go over the place appointed for' 
weighing the waggons. Another time, after hav-i 
ing dined at a nobleman's houfe, I was honoureci 

witl\ 
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with the ufe of his lortUhip's chariot to carry mc 
honle^ but was deiired firft to fet down another of 
the company at St. James's coffee-houfe. My feU 
low traveller, if I may fo call him, was one of the 
biggeft and talleA men in the kingdom, and was 
at lead four and twenty ftone in weight. Thus 
ridiculoufly coupled, like a lean rabbit and a fat one, 
we engaged the attention of the whole ftreet, 
particularly of the company at Arthur's, who 
flood laughing, as we pafied by, to fee the body 
of the chariot inclined all one way, as if we were 
driving on the flope of a hill, though the wheels 
ran on as fmoothly and evenly as Madam Catha- 
rina's clockwork equipage on a parlour floor* 
Sut I muft declare, that the moft ridiculous diftrefs 
I ever underwent, was, when my unfortunate cu- 
riofity carried me to fee that wonderful phaenome- 
non of nature, the Italian Giant, fcarce lefs than 
eight feet high I While the reft of the company 
were walking under his arm, he feemed to ex- 
pe& that I (hould have crept between his legs ; 
and, when I offered to prefent him with the ufual 
gratuity, he abfblutely refufed to accept it, faying, 
^ that he thought it full as great a curioflty to 
fee me, as I could poflibly think it to fee him."—* 
In ihort, my iltuation is almoft as ridiculoujs as 

that 
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that of Gulliver in Brobdignag.; and though I 
cannot, like him, be carried to the ridge of a houfe* 
top by a monkey, or be ftuck upright by an un- 
lucky lad in a marrowbone, yet every day bring$ 
with it frefli inflances of mortification. 

But there is no circumftance moves my fpleen 
ipore forcibly than the infolence of thofe, whofe 
ftature very little exceeds my own, and who fectn 
to look down on fuch urchins as myfelf with a con • 
fcioufnefs of their happy fuperiority. One of 
thefe always afFeds to call me . the little man ; and 
another fmall gentleman (a great adtor I mean^ 
whom in fome future hijlrio^majii);^ fome nefcio quid 
majus RosciADE, I may pofSt>ly take a peg or two 
lower) is fond of fidling up to me in all publick 
places, as fecond-rate beauties commonly contrive 
to take a dowdy abroad with them for a foil. For 
my own part, though I could wifli to be taller, I 
never made ufe of any undue arts to appear fo, 
i am content to fubmit my littlenefs, fairly to the 
world, I never fufFered my hat to rife into the air 
with a ftaring Kevenhullery and I would as foon ap- 
pear in ftilts, as be lifted from the ground by dou- 
ble foles or high heels to my flioes. I rather 
cndcavoyr to confole myfelf by looking abroad into 
the world for great men of another order than 
o thoft 
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thoie defcribed by ferjeant Kite : slnd (o fuccefs- 
ful have been my refearches of this kind, that I 
could fefc down a long catalogue of perfons eminent 
in the ftate, in the profeffions, in arts and fciences, 
(not to mention authors and aftors) who are fcarce 
taller than myfelf ; (o that in this refpe£);, we may 
fairly pronounce in favour of the prefent period, 
as Lord Clarendon has declared of his bwn, that 
** it was an age in which there were many Great 
and Wonderful Men of that Size." I do 
not know whether in this extremity of war, any 
new raifed regiment oflFers bounty-money for 
volunteers fiye feet high ; but we flatter ourfelves 
that, in cafe an inva(ion(hould take place, we could 
form a corps infinitely, more formidable than the 
late king of Pruffia's ufclefs tall regiment. 

I cannot clofe this paper without returning my 
thanks to the learned univerfity of Oxford, and 
to the illuftrious Queenfbury family, for having 
pubUfhed the above-mentioned papers of Lord Cla- 
rendon, in which there is much matter of confo- 
lation to gentlemen of the like height and dimen- 
lions with myfelf. It there appears, that moft of 
his lord(hip's intimate friends were great and woH' 
4erful men of low fiature, Mr. Hales, he tells us, 
^sras one of the leaft men in the kingdom, and one 
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0[ the greateft fcbolars in Europe* Mr« Chilling* 
worth was of a ftature little fuperior to Mr. Hales. 
Of his friend Sidney Godolphin he fays, that there 
never was (o great a mind and fpirit contained 
in fo little room ; fo large an underftanding, and 
fo unreftrained a fancy, in fo very fmall a body« 
Of Sir Lucius Carey, afterwards lord Falkland^ 
who was but little taller than Sidney Godolphin, 
he fpeaks fo highly, that I cannot re&ft the tempta- 
tion of gratifying myfelf atid all other little mea 
by tranfcribing the defcription of his perfon, hoping 
it may ferve to recommend us to the favour of 
the world, and particularly to the good graces of 
the ladies, who are delired to take notice, that 
Sir Lucius married for love, and made a moft ex* 
cellent hufband. Lord Clarendon fpeaks thus of 
himr-^* with thefe advantages he bad one great 
difadvantage (which in the firft entrance into the 
world is attended with too much prejudice) in his 
perfon and prefence, which was in no degree 
attra£tive or promifing. His ftature was low, and 
fmaller than moft men ; his motion not graceful ; 
and his afpc^t {o far from inviting, that it had 
fomewhat in it of fimplicity: and his voice the 
wdrft of the three, and fo untuned, that inftead of 
reconciling, it oflFeuded the ears^ fo that no body 

would 
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would have expected miifick from that tongue* 
And Aire no msii was lefs beholden to nature for 
lt*s recommendation into the world : but then tio 
man fooner, or more, difappointed this general and 
Cuftomarjr prejudice. That little perfon and fmall 
ftature was quickly foUnd to contain a great hearty 
a courage (o keen, and a nature fo fearlefs, that 
no compofition of the ftrongeft limbs,, and moft 
harmonious and proportioned prefence and ftrength^ 
ever more difpofed any man to the greateft en- 
terprife ; it being his greateft weaknefs to be too 
folic! tous for fuch adventures : and that untuned 
tongue and voice, eafily difcovered itfelf to be fup- 
plied, and governed, by a mind and underftand- 
ing fo excellent, that the wrt and weight of all h^ 
faid, carried another kind of lufire, and admiration 
in it, and even another kind of acceptation from 
the perfons prefent, than any ornament of delivery 
could reafonably promife itfelf, or is ufually at- 
tended with ; , and his drfpofition and nature w?.$ 
fo gentle and obliging, fo much delighted iir 
courtefy, kindnefs, and generofity, that all man- 
kind could not but admire and love him.'* 

After this extraft from Lord Chancellor Claren- 
don, I beg leave to addrefs myfelf to all little men, 
who arc defirous to Become great and wonderful*, 

like 
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like Sir Lucius, intreating them to meditate atten- 
tively for that end on the following inaxim of that 
other gi^at chacncellor, Lord Bacon ; which maxim 
may sdfo ferve as a fort of moral to this long 
paper on a fliort man : whofoever hath any thing fixt 
in his pirfin that doth induce contempt^ hath alfo a 
ptrpitual fpur in himjelf to nfcue and deliver bimfelf 
from /corn. 
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Sardonyebas^ fmaragdos^ adamaxtas^ iajpidasf uno 
Vcrfiu in articuh Stella^ MAtr« 

Stella*s befpankled o*er at every point: 
Diamondst pearU> nibiety on each iingle joint* 

A FTER having kept the difcourfe entirely 
^^^ to myfeify and made myfelf the delightful fub- 
jedt of that difcourfe for two whole papers, I am 
glad of an opportunity to relieve my readers by 
publifhing the two following letters.. 
To theGZ'tilXi S. 
SIR, Crutched friars^ June 15, l^6l. 

I AM a plain man^ but I can fee how this world 
goes for ail that; and» indeed, to find out 
where the ihoc pinches> requires no very fine 

feelings 
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feelings in him that wears it. My grievance is n# 
finall one I affure you. Gtve me leave, therefore, 
CO fubmit my cafe to you and the pubtick ; a cafe 
vhich affe^ls not myfelf alone, but, more or lefs» 
many thoufands al(o of boneft peaceable married 
men in bis majefty's dominions* 

The family matter which I hive to lay before 
you, is relative to drefs ; an article which you 
periodic^ fpeculatifts have always made a particu- 
lar pbjed of your animadverfion. Do not ima- 
gine, fir, that I trouble you merely to vent my 
fpleen againft feme new fafhion, that I have dif- 
covered feme unforefeen inconveniences in the 
leaving off hoops, or mean to declaim againft the 
immodefty of going without ftays. .1 do not care 
one farthing whether petticoats are long or (hort, 
ftomachers high or low, or whether the innume- 
rable yards of rich ftuff are employed in trimming 
or flouncing, or in fweeping the ground. I have 
fio quarrel or concern with the vagaries of thte 
fa(hion ; all I complain of is the exorbitant ex- 
pence of a woman's drefs, let the fafhion be 
what it will 5 aa expence fo enormous, that I caa 
clotiie myfelf smd four boys from top to toe, for 
ieft than one third of the money, that goes to deck 
<mt ray wife, who protefta aftjcr all, to every other 
' 1 woman 
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wofUftn file feesy that fbm hat not a gown (e 
her back. 

Yo« muft know, fir, tfiat the grcatet part of my 
lifo has been fpent in mercantile bufmefs, in which 
I got together a very confiderable fortune, and 
which I was at laft prevailed an to quit by my 
wife's continued reroonftrances, that nay a|>plica<^ 
tjon to it injured my health ; though I Ifiuft con** 
fcfs, I have fcarce known a happy hour fincel 
quitted my comptidg^houfe. Still, however, I 
confider^ as every man ought, that a Jhilling ts d 
ferious thing, and keep a regular account of my 
family exp^nces, Inftead of allowing my wifti . 
fin-mmiyi as it is called, I pay all her bills, milli-* 
ners, mercers, &c, and carry them to the had fide 
of my accounts with my own hand ; and it 
grieves me to the heart to fee fo much good money 
lavifiied away upon gew-gaws and frippery, things 
ten times worfe than 'canvas, ftay-tape, and buck- 
ram in a tailor's bill. Such a cloud of ruffles, 
douUe-ruiBes, treble-'ruflles, caps, aprons, and 
handkerchiefs ! Such a deluge of gaute, muAin, 
Wond, and Bruffels lace ! and theft from Ludgate- 
Hili rich iilks at fe high a price ! at the fate of 
I Wuflj tJo own it— even of twenty ftilfiftgs 
ptr yard I thooighy infeed, I remember When I 
Vox. I. D could 
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could have purchafed whole bales of the fame fcfrt 
for no more than three or four, till the coxcombs 
of my own fex enhanced the price, by making 
them up into fools -coats and birthday fuits for 
themfelves. 

This, Sir, you wiH allow to be a heavy cxpence j 
yet, all this is nothing, abfdutely nothing, in com« 
parifon to the grand objeft of my prefent appli- 
cation. After my wife's <^fForts at finery and 
magnificence had taken, as I fuppofedj their full 
fwing, flie made another flroke, which my folly 
and compliance has fufFered her, by little and 
little, to carry to fuch an immoderate lengthy that 
this new piece of extravagance has cofl me feverah 
thoufand pounds in hard moneys Unfortunately 
for me, a little fcrub Jew, who called himfelf a 
merchant, becaufe he carried on a fort of pedlar's 
.trafEck in jewels among bis tribe, ufed to dine 
fometimes at my houfe, and foon contrived to talk 
my good woman into a tafle for diamonds ; a fcriv*' 
tner's wife too in the neighbourhood happened at 
that time to have jewels in her ears ; fo that, to 
humour my wife, little Tubal was ordered to- 
furnifh her with a pair of diamond tops, for fo I' 
think they called them. Thcfe, however, were 
fcarce purchafed^ and the tops well fixt in her ears» 

before 
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before it was found indifpenfibly requifite to have 
bobs or drops to them, which alfo the infinuating 
Smoufe foot! provided for her. The good humour 
which thefe occafioned, was but of (hort dura- 
tion ; for, alas. Sir, my wife foon told me^ that 
thefe were but poor trumpery baubles, and at beft 
only fit for her dijbabilk ; and, as a lady of quality 
had promifed to take her to court, it was abfo- 
lutely neceflary that (he (hould have a pair of large 
handfome ear-ringS ; which by the help of our 
friend, ihe foon had, and which were fo very 
brilliant, and fet in fuch a fine tranfparent 
fafliion, that the countefs, who was to accompany 
her, turned pale with envy at the fight of them. 
Since then. Sir, I am alhamed to confefs to you^ 
that I have been teazed and wheedled into giving 
her a diamond necklace, with an appurtenance 
dangling to it, which the charge in the bill has 
taught me to call Efclavage ; and fince that again^ 
a diamond girdle-buckle, a pair of diamond (hoe- 
buckles, a fprig made up of garnets and diamonds^ 
and what provokes me woi'fe than all the reft, a 
diamond nofegay or bouquet (as fhe chriftens it) 
which comes to more than a younger child's for« 
tune. Her affection for me has alfo induced her to 
wear my pifture in miniature, fet round with 
D 2 diamonds9 
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diamonds, for a bracelet ; befidcs which, her fingew 
are perfeftly cramped with rings, fingle brilliants^ 
hoop-rings, topazes and amethyfts without num* 
ber. She has fcarcely the free motion of her 
knuckles and joints : they are placed five, fix, feven, 
or eight ideep below one another, and it is abfolutely 
impoffible for her to wear more, unlefs^ like the 
Indian women, flic was alfo to bore her nofe. 

This, Sir, is the groaning evil of my wife's 
drefs : and my cafe, which might once have been 
reckoned fingular, now becomes every day lefs 
and lefs uncommon.. Formerly, indeed, rich jewels,, 
as they fliine in the crown of monarchs, feemed 
alfo to be appropriated to thofe illuflrious charadlers, 
which approached neareft to that rank and dignity : 
but now they are wor» indifcrimiuately by the 
wife of a duke or a city-deputy,, by a princels o£ 
the blood or a lady of pleafure. I can remembep 
the time when women of an ordinary rank never 
dreamt of fuch extravagance, when they were coa* 
tented with pebbles and pafte inftead of diamonds,. 
wore French beads for pearls, and coloured glafs for 
precious ftones. At prefent every woman feems 
as familiar with diamonds as Cleopatra was of old ;. 
and to hear them boaft how cheap and plentiful 
they are grown of late years in England, one 

would. 
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-would almoft imagine, that they were inhabitants 
of Voltaire's good country of Eldorado, where (as 
I read lately in a tranflation of his Candide) the foil 
confifted of gold, and diamonds lay, like ftones 
and pebbles, in the ftreets and highways. 

My good wife is pleafed at times to expatiate on 

the oeconomy and good management of laying 

out money on thefe trinkets. They are, fays flie, 

the only parts of drefs, whofe value remains 

<tindiminifhed, and on which the coft is not entirely 

thrown away- They have an intrinfick worth 5 

jind they, as well as plate,- may be regarded as fo 

much riches in bank, which, like a note, may be 

converted into ca(b, whenever one pleajes. This 

is fine talking truly ! It is well known, that the 

fctting, and the faftkion, and the like, cocne to 

above half the money that is paid for them; though 

indeed the expence is fo great, taken aliogether^ 

that the buyer is often obliged to try the real value 

of his pi^rchafes by fetting his jewels up toaudioff^ 

and coining bis plate, like the bankrupt Frenchman^ 

into fpecie. For my part I never fee my wife in 

all her finery, without being immediately led to 

a contemplation of the immenfe fums, which {he 

carries about her. When I confider the common 

* xate of intereftj I cannot help calculating her 

D 3 ears, 
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ears,' her neck, her hands, and her feet, each at (b * 
much per annum , and when I further refled how 
much more pir tint. I could have made of my money 
in the fair way of trade, fhe feems to lie, like fome 
cruel excife, upon my goods. A merchant can fcarce 
, ever afford to make a purchafe even of Land, his 
whole principal being wanted to anfwer the 
demands of his buflnefs. How then can he fupport 
the lofs of fo much money lying dead on hi& 
wife's toilet i What profit can arife from her 
car-rings or fhoe-buckles ? and where are his 
qjiick returns from her fprlg or her bouquet f 
ihould he fuiFer a bill of exchange to be protefted^ 
in order to pay his lady's jeweller I or (hould he 
run the rifle of feeing the precious ftones themfelves 
in the hands of his aiSgnees ? An eftate in 
land indeed will afford fome profit to the ownep 
of it: but the barren brilliants produce neither 
corn nor grafs, yield neither rent' nor habitation^ . 
and ferve no one end (on this fide of Temple*Bar at 
leaft) except that of making the hufband poor, and 
the wife proud. 

The bad effe£l which thefe ornaments have on 
the minds of the wearers, might furnifh no weak 
arguments againft the ufe of them. So much finery 
muft be (hewn, and for what end does a woman 

drefsji 
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tflrefs, unicfs it be in order to be feen? Witli 
what tranfport did my wife attend to the city fchemc 
tpf an aflembly at Haberdalher's-Hall ! where9 
I dare fay, her magnificence has fince created no 
fmall difquiet in the family of many an alderman. 
i have already been reproached by more than one of 
the common council on this occafion, who have 
themfelves fliewn no more power to check this do« 
mcftick evil than I exerted. They taik, however^ 
Tery loudly of the imprudence of trufting a wife 
y^ith fuch valuables : they tell me, it is abfolutely 
putting an independent fortune into her hands. I 
have heard twenty ftories of diamond-necklaces 
and aigrets being fent by diftrefTed ladies to the 
pawnbroker's j and my attorney alTures m6, that 
he has the jewels of a bdy of quality lying in his 
firong box, as a pledge for a thoufand pounds loft 
at (day, for which fhe had too much tendernefs to 
trouble her hufband. I have alfo heard another 
fiory of a lady who robbed herfelf, and prevailed 
on her kind hufband to purchafe for her a fecond 
time h^ own diamonds, new-fet, of the jeweller, 
who bad received the ftolen goods at her h^nds. 

You, Mr. Genius, feem to me to be fomething 
ef a wag, and fo perhaps you may laugh at my 
fcmonftranccs s but in my mind it is aycry ferious 
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nSmff ^d defer ves much confideration. To 
bring ia a bill for fpme wife fumptuary law would 
perhgps not be quite unworthy the attention of the 
legiflature. I confulted a ferjeant at law fometime 
ago on this head, He informed me, that, in the 
yncommon extent of his reading, he had met with 
^ recital of qne or two laws of this nature, but 
that trhey had been obfolete time out of mind. In 
Pile of thefe it wqs declared how many rows of 
Jace a man might wear on his coat, according to his 
degree, from a duke to an eCquire : and in another 
it was fplemnly enaQcd, that no perfon, beneath 
the rank of a peer, (hould wear a coat fo fhort as to 
ihew his pofteriors* 

Thi&, Sir, was the fum of the grave gentle- 
man's counfel : hoping alfo fome wholefome ad^ 
vice from you, or at leaft that my cafe may induce 
you to draw up a table of fumptuary laws for the 
benefit of the ladies, or, more properly fpeaking, 
for the benefit of their bufbands, I remain, 

SIR, 

Your weH-wiflier and humrble fervant, 

Humphry Gu^BiNa* 
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* 

My Little GENOI 

T Have read your defer iption of yourfelf with 
•* a deal of glee, and would give a thoufand pounds 
to-morrow to be juft fuch another tight little thing 
as you are. A fine fporting figure I warrant. 
How much do you weigh ? Why did not you 
tell us that ? — But no matter — I'll hold fix to one, 
you don't ride above nine ilone, faddle and bridle, 
and all together. 

But hark ye, my little buck, the reafon of my 
writing to you at prefent is this. You mufl know 
that I have laid Lord ■ ■■ a thoufand guineas, 
play or pay, with a good many bets depending on 
the fame lay, that t get a man to ride a little 
yorkfhire galloway of mine, hot thirteen hands and 
a half by Jupiter, five and twenty miles within 
the hour. I intended to ride myfelf, and have been 
in training f6r that end thefe fix weeks. But 
it won't do. I can't brmg myfelf to lefs than 
twelve flone three pounds and five ounces, do what 
I will. I have ufed exercife without meafure, 
eat fcarce an)K thing, and wore five flannel waift* 
coats all the hot weather, and yet I am overweight 
after all. Now I'll tell you what, my little 
jjENlus; if you will ride for me, it is a dead 
4 affair. 
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affair. The minute you appear on the courfe, 
the odds I am fure, will run ten to one in my fat- 
vour : fo if you'll ride, you fliall go halves in the 
wager. I'll bear you harmlefs from all loffes ; and 
if you ,have a mind for the job, and it is in your 
way, ril recommend you to the jockey club as a 
proper man to make up the fportfman's calendar, 

Your's, 
Almack's, June 25. J. F. 

P« S. I have juft read an account in the newsr 
paper of t;hc furprifing little horfe from Guadalupe, 
but twQ feet ten inches high, that is, juft eight 
hands and ^n half. If you win my match for me, 
I will buy you this Quadalupe tit for your owa 
ridings 



*^* The original dates of the three firft numhers ofthi^ 
paper ha<vinz been inadvertently omitted^ are inferted 
in this place ^ and are indeed a necejfury part of periodical 
$ffays, in fwhich many touches occur hearing particular 
reference to the time if their frjl publication^ The Tatler 
And Spe^ator nvould often heohfcure, and fometimes fcarcc 

intelligible, 'without this>eafy andfamilfar illuf ration* 
t 
Tax GENIUS. N« I. Date. Thurfday, June ii, l^Su 
Ditto. N^ II. Date* Saturday, June 20, xySi. 
Ditto, M** III. Datc« ■ TuciHay, June 30, 1761. 

Thi 
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NUMBER IV. 

. Tucfday, July 13, 1761. 



mPacifque imponen morem Virgii.. 



Receive, as War is like to ccafc. 
Preliminary Thoughts on peace, 

•* TT TAR, faith Vincent Wing in his almanack, 
V V ' begets poverty, poverty peace." Now as 
fome, at leaft, of the parties engaged in the prefent 
m conteft, feem to be nearly whirled round to that 
part of the circle of events, dcfcribed by the 
learned Philomath in the lines above-mentioned, 
all confiderate perfons begin to look forward to the 
confequences of fuch a revolution. The fagacious 
gentlemen at the Smyrna have already deliberated 
what part of our conquefls we fhall forego, and 
what we fhall retain. It was but the other day, 
that I faw a political junto in a corner of the 
room, with a map of America lying before them, 
and heard their final refolution not to reflore an 
acre of Canada i though they were a little 

difconcerted 
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difconcerted by afugar-merchant from the city, who 
happened to drop in at the time, and declared with 
an oath, that the nation was undone, if we agreed 
to give up Guadalupe. The dealers in the ftocks 
at Garraway's and Jonathan's are locking up all 
their ready money in the funds, and calculating at 
how much^^r cent, advance they (hall be able to fell 
out on the proclamation of peace; and, in the 
mean time, fome of the gentlemen at Arthur's, with 
many other perfons at both ends of the town, 
are attentively confidering the x:onfequence6 of a 
peace in diminifbing or increafing the emoluments 
of their feveral places, employments, or profciSons. 
A friend of mine, a \ery honeft gentleman, who is 
an agent in the city, told me laft week, that, if 
he was but fo happy as to f^ the war continue for 
^nly four years more, he fhould make an eftate, and 
ride in his coach and fix : and it was but the next 
day that anpther intimate acquaintance, who has 
an employment in the war-office, declared to me, 
that he ftiould lay down his chariot immediately 
upon a peace.^ For my own part, none of the va- 
rious confiderations, juft enumerated, take hold on 
me. I have, I am forry to fay it, no money in the 
funds, and no employment under the government ; 
and, as to politicks, fince thefe are not times 

when 
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when author-incendiaries are hired to take up the 

bellows to kindle the embers of fedition, or paid 

for laying them down again, what has a Genius 

to do with fuch confidcrations on the war or the 

peace? Libels, publick or private, are, alas! 

attended only with fines, imprifonment, and the 

pillory. Waving, therefore, all other reflexions, 

I (hall confider this important event, come when ic 

may,, as a mere moralift ; and endeavour to trace 

out the moft probable cfFefts of a peace, on the 

manners and principles of the good people of 

Great Britain. 

I think, I may venture to prognofticate, that its 

firft vifible effefis will be inanifeft in our drefs, fa 
« 

that every lady and gentleman may be faid to carry 
about them a kind of badge of peace and reconci- 
liation, by adopting that foreign air, of which we 
are fo great admirers. 4 have no apprehenfion that 
Gur borne manufaAures will ftand ftill, and that the 
induftrious artifts of Spital-fields, whom publicfc 
fpirh has of late fo much encouraged, will be left 
to ftarve for want of due employment ; but I think 
I forefee a whole pacquct of tailors,' hair-cutters^ 
and milliners, coming over in every veffel, and new 
patterns for caps and handkerchiefs, with the true 
Paris cut for deaths,, fent by every mail. There 

feems 
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feefns to have been much decency and chaftc refervc. 
in the habit of both fexes during the war ; but> 
as we are allowed to be a very imitative, though not 
an inventive nation, I have fome dread of the 
new faihions to be introduced after the peace. 
Then, perhaps, we may again fee, among the 
ladies, uncovered (boulders, naked breafts, and 
legs levealed above the ancle ; and among the men, 
ihort jerkins, white hats, and red-heeled fhoes* In 
order to prevent thefe and other irregularities, I 
would humbly propofe that, before the treaty is 
concluded, a congrefs of dreffers, frifeurs, and 
tyrewomen, plenipotentiary, be appointed to meet 
in fome neutral country ; and that, in the mean 
time, wooden dolls, drefled, a la modi de Paisy be 
reciprocally fen t over between the cities of London 
and Paris, the better to adjuft the preliminaries. 

The large cargoes of tailors, &c. which the 
peace will waft over, will, however, be very ina- 
dequate to the number of Englifli gentlemen, and 
Milors Angloifesy that will immediately fet fail for 
France, not for the fake of intereft, but diiEpa- 
tion. A bridge from Dover to Calais would per- 
haps hardly render the emigrations of our people 
more frequent. Paris will then be confidered as 
an addition to the number of our places of publick 

refovt> 
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irfort, and vifited with as much readinefs as Tun- 
bridge, Bath, or Scarborough. This is a field 
which affords fo much room for obfervation, that 
perhaps I may think it worth while to colleft 
my materials on the fpot, and may date fome of 
my future papers' from a Hotel at Paris. In the 
mean time, as our miniflry and parliament will un-' 
doubtedly turn their thoughts towards the reduc- 
tion 9f the national debt, necelTarily increafed by 
an expenfive, though glorious war, my fkill ia 
politicks cannot fuggefl a better meafure or more 
equitable tax to their confideration, than an heavy, 
duty on the exportation of fools. 

The ladies, who have juflly complained of the 
dearth of men during the war, will, I dare fay^ 
concur with me in the propriety of this new tax, and 
to oblige them I would propofe that all importations 
of volunteers from abroad, and other recruits, 
may be permitted duty-free; At the fame time I 
cannot but congratulate my fair countrywomen on 
the great plenty of males, which the peace muft 
produce. We (hall no longer fee a row of difconfo* 
late females, fitting, like fuperannuated maidens,^ 
unfollicited at a ball, or a lady of fafhion reduced to 
the neceflity of figuring in with the butler. The 
officers of difbanded regiments will be glad to 
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fupply the deficiencies of half pay by the acceffiort 
of a large poftion with a wife ; and the brave 
gentlemen of the militia, no longer embodied or 
traverfing the country to diftant encatnpments, 
will add to the pubiick meetings- and aiFemblies of 
their own counties the brilliancy of a red coat and. 
cockade, without the terror that fuch a drefs com- 
monly brings with it, and as much harmlefinef^ 
as a fword in the fcabbard. Thefe new-comm!f« 
fioned foldicrs may rejoice at the thought of having 
wiped ofF the contempt, that once cleaved to the 
name of Militia, and the ladies may be happy to 
take an hero to their arms, who can fight for his 
country, without being fent out of it. In a word, 
this is one of the moft jocund ideas, that peace 
aflFords* Bath, Briftol, Margate, Brighthelmfione, 
&c. will again become the fcenes of pleafure and 
delight ; and the gallant warriors^ who have de^ 
fcrved fo well of Mar§, now devoted to Venus in 
her turn, have nothing to do hot to recommend 
themfelves to the favour of the fair fex, and en* 
deavour to repair the ravages of war by determining, 
with captain Plume, •« To raife recruits tht matrifn^ 
nial wayJ^ 

But the joy, which the gaiety of thefe contem* 
phtions iofpireSy is ouich allayed by coniidering 

the 
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die unhappy fituation of the daily, weekly, morniog, 
and evening retailers of news. Duriiig the time of 
war, a battle in Germany, a fort fiormed in the 
Weft-Indies, or a Nabob created in the Eaft, is 
worth forty fcillings to every paper, that reprints 
the particulars from the Gazette Extraordinary : * 
nay a town taken or a town loft is equally to the 
advantage of thefe half-ftieet hiftorians ; and the 
perpetual curiofity kept alive by the pubjick anxiety^ 
fells oiF whole quires of uninterefting details of 
births, deaths, marriages, and bankruptcies. How 
great then muft be the dread of the confe- 
quences of peace to the proprietors of the fwarm of 
Advertifers, Gazetteers, Ledgers, Journals, Chro^ 
nicies, and Evening Pofts i A peace, which will lie 
heavier on their papers than the double duty on 
the ftamps ! My good friend Mr. H. Bal0WIN of 
White Friars has already expreft to me his fears 
on this occafion. He fairly tells me to my 
face, that though the Genius were to ftand in the 
front of his paper three times a week, the ptib* 
lick attention would flag without great incidents 
and alarming paragraphs* He further acquaints 
me that) in order to recommend the St. James's 
ChFonkle, he has engaged an ingenious gentleman, 
who, befides tranflating the mails, touching up 
Voi. I. E colkftors' 
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Colled:ors' paragraphs, and writing occafional let* 
ters from the Hague, has alfo a fufficient portion o£ 
invention and philofophy, (haying finiihed his 
education at St. John's cqllpge, Cambridge) to 
<]raw up accounts of earthquakes, meteors, an4 
eruptions of ^tna and Vefuvius. Notwithftand- 
ing all this, be requires my further affiftance. 
Thefe, I prpteft, are matters >|rith whic)) I am very 
little acquainted 3 yet| I will ftrive (to ufe the 
n^ws-paper phrafe) to ejlablijh correspondences of 
another fort. I will ufe my intercft to pblige the 
publick, like Boccalini, with tbe freflieft advices 
from Parnaflus ; or, if my intelligence from that- 
quarter fhould fail, I hope at leaft to be able, as 
well as foojie of my cotemporaries, to produce a 
dialogue from among the dead* 

Fk£iere ft nequeo fuperos^ Acheronta movebo. 
The happieftcircumftance which I can recoiled 
in favour of thefe perfons employed in the eternal 
continuation of modern hiftory, is, that a peace 
gives confequence and dignity to feveral events, 
which would be funk and negle£led during the tu^ 
ipult of a war. We all remember to have feen the 
whole nation, at fuch a period, fplit into parties 
concerning the poffibility of a fervant girl's fubfift- 
ipg for a month on a few cru&s of bread and 9, 

pit^hcc 
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|ifitcher of water, while the wits of the age drew 
their' pens, and were ready to fpill their laft 
drop of ink on each fide of the quefiion. At fuch^ 
a per4od a rabbit- woman, or a fortune-teller, a 
quack, or a bottle conjurer, engages the attention 
and engrofles the converfation of the whole towh : 
and a quarrel between a dancer and his miftrefs, 
or a difjnite between a qouplc of operarfingcrs, 
is of as much importance as the diflention betweea 
two generals. The violence of the Britiih fpirit 
of party yf[ll always create fuel for its owri 
flame to feed upon : when it ca;i no longe;: rage 
abroad, it will commit devaftations at home ; when 
it has no occafion to exert itfejf in vindicatioa 
of liberty and property, it will vent itfelf on trifles 5 
a^d the politicians of Britain, like the patriots 
of Lilliput, will divide concerning the height of 
jhoe-hpels, or the manner of breaking of eggs* 

Among ihefe domeftick confiderations, there is 
one in particular, which preflTes on my mind ; but 
though I feel its force, I am quite at a lofs to ex- 
prefs my fenfations : the idea is indeed too big and 
lofty, and fo far above the pitch of thefe mean 
eiTays, that I feem^ like the poet of old, to receive 
zn admonition from fome fuperior, to have re«> 
^urfe to more familiar fubje£ts. I fhall, tfaere- 
E 2 fore. 
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fbrc^ leave to fome greater matter the endeavour to 
give to pofterity the portrait of a KING, happy 
in the love and admiration of his fubjefls, proud 
of calling every Briton his fellow-countryman,, 
;ind employed in cultivating ths Arts of Pbace, 



The G E N I U $• 

NUMBER V, 
Thurfday, Auguft 6, J761. 

Ergo ubi me in monies et in arcem ex urbe remo^vi^ 
^id prius iUuftrem f ■' ■ » »■■ H a • 

Far from the town, reviv'd by country air. 
What country matters firft demand my care ? 

AT this feafoo of annual migration, (as a 
great writer folemnly ftiles it) when the 
poble lord and the knight of the (hire go down 
to tbjeir feveral feats, to fupport their interefl: 
in the county ; when the lawyer takes his 
circuit ; when the right reverend diocefan appoints 
his vifitation ; and when the humble out-rider, 
aftridc his faddle-bags, goes his rounds for fre(h 
orders to dealers and chapmen in the country; 
—in a word, when bufinefs or pleafure carry 
tboufands out of town, it is no winder that one 

or 
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or the other ihould have tratifported the Genius 
ftlmeft two hundred miles beyond the limits of the 
bills of mortality. I could oblige the reader with 
a curious detail of my journey and adventures: 
I could tell him, that my publiiher furnifhed 
me with one horfe, and my printer with another^ 
together with his devil in livery, for an attendant : 
but thefe and many other curious particulars 
muft be deferred to fome future opportunity, that 
in the mean time I may have leifur^ to communi- 
cate fome few obfervations made, en pajfant^ 
t>n my fellow-fubjeds refident in the country. 

Notwithftanding the encomiums on a rural 
life, fown fo thick in the writings of poets and 
philofophers, we do not, in this degenerate age^ 
think ourfelves fure to breathe the pure air of in- 
nocence and ancient fimplicity, the minute we 
have got out of the fmoke of London j we do not 
perceive a gradual declenfion of vice at every 
mile-ftone, or difcover morality upon every hay- 
cock. The clown who works at plough and cart, 
nay even the tender of fheep, for whom we have 
fo much refpeft in paftoral and romance, excite 
our veneration little more than a linkboy or a 
hackney- coachman. The very milkmaid, with 
her pail on her head, engages our eftcem no more 

E 3 than 
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than her fellow-Jabourers, who carry the yok^, 
about our flreets : and fo little do we expeft to find 
the manners of the golden age prevail among our 
rufticks, that we fee, without remorfe or fur- 
prife, fome bumkin Phillrs condemned to the 
gallows for the murder of her baftard child, or a 
refradory Damon committed to the houfe of cor- 
reflion, fet in the flocks, or fent abroad for a foldier. 
But though we have furmounted thefe preju- 
dices, perhaps we ftill retain fome antiquated ideas 
of the manners of the country, fcatee lefs re- 
mote from thofe whieh at prefent reign there, 
than even the manners of Arcadia. We are apt 
to take it for granted, that there yet remains 
among them, a ftrong leaven of that roughnefs and 
rufticity, which was .fo long c«nfidered as their 
diftinguifhing charafteriftick. It is fcarce half 
si century ago, fince the inhabitants of the diflant 
counties were regarded as a fpecies, almoft as dif- 
ferent from thofe of the metropolis, as the na- 
tives of the Cape of Good Hope. Their man- 
iiers, as well as dialeft, were entirely provincial ; 
and their drefs no more refembling the habit of the 
town, than the Turkifh or Chinefe. But time, 
ivhich has inclofed commons, and ploughed up 
heaths, has likewife cultivated the minds, and 

imprpvei 
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Improved the behaviour of the ladies and gentlethen 
of the country. We are no longer encountered 
with hearty flaps on the back, or preft to make a 
breakfaft on cold meat and ftrong beer ; and in the 
courfe of a tour of Great Britain^ you will not 
meet with a high-crowned hat, or a pair of red 
Aockings. Politenefs and tafte feem to have 
driven away the horrid fpeSres of rudenefs and 
barbarity^ that haunted tht old manfion-houfe 
and its purlieus^ diid to have eftablifhed their 
feats in the country: 

It is certainly to the iiltercourfe between the 
town and country, of late fd much more frequent^ ' 
that this extraordinary Change muft be imputed* 
Every traveller, that goes down to Cumberland or 
Cornwall, carries in fome fort the town along 
with him, and inevitably leaves fome tinfture of 
it behind him 1 and every viiit, which an honeft 
tuftick pays to London, infenfibly files off fome 
of the ruft of the country. Formerly indeed, 
when that the roads were dark, and ways were mirij 
as Milton exprefTes it in one of his fonnets, a 
journey into the country was confidefed asalmoft 
as great an undertaking as a voyage to the In- 
dies. The old family coach was fure to be flowed, 
according to Vanburgh's admirable defcription of 
£+ it. 
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it, with all ^forts of luggage and provifions ; and 
perhaps in the courfe of the journey, a whole viU 
lage, together with their teams, were called in 
aid tb dig the heavy vehicle out of the clay, and to 
drag it to the next place of wretched accom^ 
modation, which the road afforded. Thus they 
travelled, like the caravan over the deferts of Ara- 
bia, with every difagreeable circumftance of te- 
dioufnefs and inconvenience. But now, the 
amendment of the roads, with the many other im« 
provements of travelling, have in a oiannec: opened 
a new communication between the feveral parts 
of our ifland. The people venture forth, and find 
themfelves enabled to traverfe the country with - 
cafe and expedition. Stage»coaches, machines, 
fiys, and poft-chaifes are ready to tranfport paiTen- 
gers to and fro between the metropolis and the - 
moft diflant parts of the kingdom. The lover 
now can almoft literally annihilate time and fpace^ 
and be with his miftrefs, before fht dreams of 
his arrival. Even a troop of geefe and turkies 
may be driven from the country to town* in a 
ihorter time, than a nobleman and his family could 
have taken the journey heretofore, and the game- 
iler offers to bet, that he can go from London to 
Edinburgh in twelve hours. In flibrt, the manners, 

fafhions. 
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faihions, amufements, vices, and follies of the me- 
tropolis, now make their way to tHe remoteft corners 
of the land, as readily and fpeedily along the turn« 
pike road, as, of old, Milton's Sin and Death^ 
by means of their marvellous bridge over the Chaos, 
from the infernal regions to our world. 

The efFeds of this eafy communication^have 
almoft daily grown more and more vifible. The 
feveral great cities, and we might add many poor 
country towns, feem to be univerfally Infpired 
with an ambition ef becoming the little Londons 
of the part of the kingdom wherein they are 
tltuated : the notions of fplendor, luxury, and 
amufement, that prevail in town, are eagerly 
adopted ; the various changes of the faihion ex- 
z3\y copied ; and the whole manner of life ftudi- 
eufly imitated. The country ladies are as much 
devoted to the card-table, as the reft of the fex 
in London ; and being equally tired of making 
puddings and tarts, or working fcreens and car- 
pets, they too have their routes, and croud as many 
of thefr neighbours as they can get together, 
into their apartments : they too, have their balls 
and concerts by fubfcription ; their theatres, their 
mall,***and fometimes their rural Ranelagh, or 
•Vauxhall. The reading female hires her novels 

from 
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from fome country circulating library, which confifts 
of about an hundred volumes, or, is trundled froni 
the next market town in a wheelbarrow j and the 
merchant, or opulent hardwate-man, has his vill^ 
three or four miles dlftant from the great town 
where he carries on his buiinefs. The noblemah 
and country fquire, no longer afFe£i: anold-falhiohed 
hofpitality, or fufFer the locufts of the country to 
cat them up, while they keep open houfe, and 
dtfpenfe vi£tual$ and horns of beer, tike the ancr^ ^ 
cnt convents^ to all comers ; but more fafhion* 
ably difplay the elegance of their taft^, by making 
genteel entertainments : the fame French cooks are 
Employed, the fame wines are drank, the fame . 
gaming pra£tifed, the fame hours kept,- and the 
fame courfe of life purfued in the country as in 
town. The force of this illuflrioUs exaniple in- 
fluences the whole country ; and every male 
and female wiflies to think and fpeak, to eat and 
drink, and drefs, and live^ after the manner of 
people of quality in London. 

There is no popular fubje<a of fatire, on which 
the modern common places of wit and ridicule have 
been exhaufted with more fuccefs, than on that 
of a mere cockney affefting the pleafures of the 
country. The dufty houfe clofe to the road fide, 

tfat' 
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the half-acre of garden, the canal no bigger than a 
wafh-hand bafon, &c. have all been marked oibt 
with much humour and juftice ; but after all, it 
is not unnatural for a tradefman, who is continu- 
ally pent up in the clofe ftreets and alleys of a po- 
pulous city, to wift for frelh air, or to attempt 
to indulge a leifure hour iri fome rural occupation ; 
and he who prevails on himfelf to give up the en- 
joyments which nature has thrown into our laps in » 
the country, for a poor imitation of the follies 
of the town, is infinitely more ridiculous. Ly- 
curgus pafled a law in Sparta to prevent the impor- 
tation of foreign vanities, and not only exprefsly 
forbad the continuance of flrangers in the city, for 
fear of their corrupting the people, but for the 
fame rcafons would not permit his own people to 
traveL Frequent intercourfe will undoubtedly pro- 
duce fimilarity of manners j but the prefent com- 
munication between the various quarters of our 
iflands, are fo far from being to be lamented, that -| 
it is only to be wiflied and recommended, that they 
may produce real refinements and improvements 
of a valuable nature^ At the fame time let it 
be confidered by our country gentlemen and la- 
dies, that no benefit can arife from changing one 
fet of follies for another ; and that the vices of the 
town never appear fo truly ridiculous, or fo 

thoroughly 
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thoroughly contemptibki as when they are auk- 
wardly pradlifed in the country. 



The genius* 

NUMBER VI. 

Thurfday, Auguft 20, 1761. 

Aiqui Ua mentitur\ fte 'verisfalfa remifcet, 

Primo ne medium^ medi§ ne difcnpet imum^ HoR. 

Slander and Teeming, in the tale fo mixf , 
A thoofand lies, and fome fmall truths betwixt. 
From end to end fo cunning and conipa6(y 
' *Ti8 hard to part the falihood from the fa6l. , 

QLANDER is an elegant and refined art, which 
^ has been brought to fuch a wonderful perfec* 
tion, that it is not only univerfally praflifed and 
thoroughly underftood, but is become the foul 
of polite converfation, and one of the moft agree- 
able amufements of private life. Formerly, an 
infant lye, fearful of dete<Elion, and almoft aibamed 
to ihew itfelf in publick, made its way but 
flowly in the world ; but now, the groifeft falfe- 
hood comes abroad with the utmoft confidence,, 
and peremptorily challenges our notice and atten« 
tion. Not content with a general affertion of 

any 
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any faA, it delights to be minute and circumftan- 
tial ; enters into particulars, tells you the man- 
ner how, the time when, the. place where, and 
gives the names of all the parties concerned. Such 
a report having gone round to every coffee- houfe, 
and got into every private family, having been uni- 
verfally told, and almoft as univerfally credited, 
comes at laft to the ears of the perfons, who 
have been the unconfcious fubjeSs of it. Then 
the whole ftory proves entirely groundlefs; but 
they, whofe reputation has been thus fported with, 
have no remedy except the confcioufnefs of their 
own integrity, unlefs they chufe to make a genteel 
retaliation on their next neighbour, or to encouo* 
ter with the air. It might be deemed too fevere 
an zQ. of cenforial authority, to difcountenance fo 
polite an entertainment, and might, perhaps, put 
fome of the heft company to filence. Yet, 
fince it is but of late that flander has, at its very 
birth, come forth (like Pallas from the head of 
Jupiter) armed at all points, hedged round with 
circumftance, and lackered over with probability, 
it may not be incurious to enquire, who are thefe 
aSive minifters of falfhood, that fet it fo firmly 
on its legs, and bring it fo early to maturity: I 
(hall therefore dedicate the prefent paper to the 

defcription 
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tlefcription of two of thefe ingenious charafters^ 
each of which rough draughts, the reader, who 19 
9t a)t converfant with the world, will, I am 
£ire, be able to apply to more than one original. 

Lady Jacyntha Scandal is a woman of 
the fifft fafhion, and her houfe is the daily refort 
of the firft company. Her reputation, it is true, 
is not quite unftained ; but the blemiihes of her 
chara£ter, like the fpots in the fun, are overcome 
by the fplendor pf her quality. By the force of a 
genteel malice and pleafant ill-nature, together 
with an happy afTurance that enables, her to throw 
off the referve of her fex, (he is upiverfally ac- 
knowledged tp be a wit. The fmartnefs of her re- 
partees befpeaks uncommon vivacity, and her ex- 
quifite turn for the doubU Entendre denotes an ad- 
mirable pruriency of imagination. She will tell 
a fiory to a room full of mlxt company, almoft 
rich enough in its circumfiances for the high- 
wrought memoirs of a" woman of pleafure, with- 
cut ufing one indelicate expreffion, without offend- 
ing the chafteft ear, or betraying the leaft con- 
fcioufnefs that fee is all the while on the very 
brink of indecorum. She receives all her vifitors 
with the moft perfefi good breeding ; but the in-p 
ftant that any one of them departs, he becomes 

the 
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Ijie fubje£); of her pleafantry and ridicule to thofe 
that ftay behind. She cannot raife our idea of 
ber own character, but (he can leiTen our opinio^ 
of another's. In a word, her ladylhip is the fear 
• 9nd delight, the envy and fcorn, the honey and 
gall, of the great world : , nobody thinks well of 
her, but nobody fpeaks ill of hpr, and every 
body vifits her. 

Neither love, nor honours, nor riches, nor any 
other worldly pleafure, can give half fo much de- 
light to Lady Jacyntha Scandal, as the 
gratification of her dear paiSon for niifchief : and 
there are likewife certaip other female geniuifes, 
yfhq loye a little witty malice better than their 
prayers. Several of thefe are frequently affembled 
at Ladv Jacyntha's, and it is to the ingenuity of 
this petticoat junto that the ftrange reportsy whicl^ 
alarm the whole town, are often owing. They 
^re not contented with the more than ufual poig-; 
nancy of their chit-ch^t over the tea-table, but 
fee themfelves to invent important flanders, an4 
tp devife the fureft means to give them colour. If 
fome pale-faced London coquette, fome hagged 
member of the cabal, worn to the bone with paint 
and late hours, is offended with the ruddy blooni 
pf fgme xiew toaft from the country, it is here 

that 
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that (he meditates revenge, and it is fuddenljr 
proclaimed^ or, as the phrafe is, reported^ that the 
innocent young lady has .been detedlcd in the 
groiTeft familiarities with one of her father's foot- 
men; or if a dutchefs has piqued fome of the 
junto, by excluding them from her route, or 
leaving them uninvited to a ball, her rank will fo 
little avail to exempt her from the like treatment, 
that the flander will rather be aggravated in pro- 
pOTtion to the dignity of its objed. 

Never did ftatefman ftudy more attentively the 
art of political lying, or dockjobber ufe mofe ftra- 
tagems to raife or fink the value of the funds, 
than are ufed by the ingenious junto, to fend 
forth an injurious report with fecrecy. Nobody 
knows on what authority the ftory is founded 
which every body repeats ; and it is as impoffible 
to trace the flander up to its fource, as to dif- 
covcr the head of the Nile. I have obfervcd, indeed, 
that it commonly takes its rife in the moft dif- 
tant quarter, from that where the parties refide 
whom it is intended to affed. When a perfon of 
high rank is deftined for the vi£tim, an emifiary 
is difpatched to fet the ftory abroach at fome ob« 
fcurc coffee-houfe in the city, whence it fpeedily 
yaarches to its head* quarters near the court: or, 

a if. 
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if perhaps fome rich banker and his family are to 
be made a facrificej it is whifpered about the politer 
part of the town^ that a certain great houfe near 
the Royal Exchange has ftopt payment. Some- 
/ times the curious tale feems to have travelled out o£ 
the country, and fometimes, like the great iir& 
•f London, it breaks out in feveral quarters of the 
town at onee. However, come whence it may^ 
true or falfe^ probable or improbable, down it goes ^ 
and the dear, witty, fweet, mifchievous crea- 
tures, who invented it, praftife ten thoufand 
additional little arts to give it credit. ^' They do 
** not believe^ indeed, that the thing happened^ 
** juft as it is related > but then there muji htforM^- 
** thing . in it, fay what they will» or elfe how 
*' could there be fuch a number of particulars f 
«*They have heard too, (good fouls!) nay^ 
** they know^ that the parties themfelves aie very 
*« uneafy at the ftory,'and have taken a great 
<< deal of pains to difcredit it, which looks very 
^< fufpicious ; for why (hould they be fo concerned, 
*' if, {in part at leaftj it were no£ triie, or fuffer 
*' their peace to be broken by a mere idle report ?'* 
With fuch candour and humanity do Lady 
Jacyntha, and the reft of thefe good fort of 
people exprefs their fentiments i and at the fame 
Vol. I. t iime 
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ttmt aany tf the moA iatimate friends of Ae perw 
fbns fcvikd lepeat the flan&r^ or at leaft make no 
efforts to oontradifft it : yet wh^re is the offenco 
or injury ? it wa3 not tbrir inventioa, you knove* 
and they only joined in the common iaU of iba 

Lord Bacon fomewbere remarks that great inqui- 
fitivenefs and curioiity concerning the affairs of 
others, is one of the chief charaderiflicks of 
envy. It would be unpardonable to attribute fo 
black a pafEon to a fine lady ^ and yet it is certain^ 
that no mortal was ever more ftrongly pofTefled of 
that inquiring fpirit than Lady Jacyittha 
Scandal. She will hold long conferences, for 
the fake of intelligence, with her mantua^maker 
or milliner, and has an admirable knack at draw« 
hig the fecrets of fiunilies from fervants and chiU 
dren. By thefe, and the Hke means, flie is ac- 
quainted with the private bufinefs and private plea- 
fiires of the whole town. Nobody knows fo weli 
as her ladylhip,. what lady's diamonds are ia 
pawn, what duke's efiate was lately mortgaged,, 
what lord's fifter*s fortunes are not paid off, what 
poet keeps a miftrefs, what young man and 
woman are clandeftinely married, or what grav^ 
^udge has been caughtj in a frolickfome vein> ait 

a game 
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a gMic oF romps widi his ebok-tnaid« Such are 
Ae anccdot«5 which ihe rs eager to learA ; and 
her affiduhy in colicAing them is only to be 
^tialleS by her induftry in makhig them publick^ 
■ Equally attached to flander, but of the other 
fex, and of a lower rank, is the pert, volatile, 
prating, fcribbtlng, Jacky Tattle. Jacky is 
the fon of an attorney of Furmvars-Inn, and was 
Originally intended for his father's profeffipnj but 
the ftrength of his Genius foon drew him from the 
defk, and carried him amongft under-a£lors, un* 
der-authors, and women of the town : in which 
company he foon converted his^ pertnefs into afiu- 
I'ance, and wonderfully improved his natural ta- 
lents for lying and defamation. Slander may, 
indeed, be faid to be his paffion, and to fpread it 
his daily employment; and as birds are obferved to 
peck the fineft fruit, (o this flutterhig tom*tit 
always aims his petulant attacks at the faireft cha- 
rafters. The company with which he aflbciates,^ 
naturally deal in detraction, his folly induces 
him to give credit to the flander, and his vanity 
often urges him publickly to interfere In it. He is 
alfo a great writer of anonynious epiftles from 
unknown friends, as well as incendiary letters 
fro(B fecret enemies. He fometimes amules himfelf 
F z with 
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with fending letters and paragraphs to the news**: 
papers, in which he fometimes appears as a 
fix-lined epigrapimatift, and is confidently faid 
to be the author of feyeral articles in The, 
New Review. If ever you obferve an imper- 
tinent fellow, in the next box at a coffee- 
houfe, liflening to your private converfation with 
a friend, or cafting his eye over a letter, which 
you are reading or writing, that is Jacky Tattle; 
~Or if you fee a ftrange town-fly fluttering at the 
play-houfe, ftaring every body out of countenance, 
and buzzing about the theatre, now in the 
orcheftra, now in the green-boxes, and by-and-by 
behind the fcenes, that is Jacky Tattle. — 
Poor Jacky's courage is unhappily not quite 
adequate to his malignity, fo that his indifcretions 
have fometimes betrayed' him into punifliment for 
his flanders ^ yet his appetite for detradion muft 
be gratified ; he confiders himfelf as a formidable 
adverfary to feveral charaders of merit, and is 
thproughly perfuaded that the ladies all believe him 
to be a wit and a fine gentleman. 
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Bit Ptr» hie tji ! ti^l jnem prvmitti fapiut eudis^ 
^Mguft9t Cafsr f DivSm Getuts ! aurta conda 
S^cula qui rurfui Latio* VxRG» 

This, this is Hsy whom roiling year»ihon*d brings 
Augufhis Caefar, fprung from Gods, our King 3 
DoomM to ^aft bleflings to this happy fhore. 
And in ovr times the Golden Age reftore I 

NOTWITHSTANDING the rigour of fome 
criticks, which would entirely preclude the 
choice of temporary fubjcSs, there are no parts 
ef periodical publications, which have been 
more favourably received at their firft appearance, 
or afforded more entertainment afterwards, thaii 
fuch as were founded on matters merely fugi« 
tive, and peculiar to the time in which they were 
written. Such pieces become a kind of fupplement 
to hiftory : they furnifli the curious with anec- 
dotes ; and it is from thefe materials, that the lite- 
rary virtuofo colicfts the manners, fefhions, and 
' F 3' ^ icuftom* 
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CUMMIt pf fits IMOfftvP^k » fW TlimfS Mv S jI C C** 

tators, for inflance, ferve almoft as effectually as 
a gallcrj' of iJlfttfres, to ftfew tile ha:bfts hi vogue 
at that period 1 and are^ at the fame time, a 
kind of hiftorical regifter of the prevailing plea- 
fures, and the ohjhS^ ^^Mkk attention. In the 
perufal of thefe papers we feem to be endued, 
like Janus, with a fort of backward face that 
enables u> to take a clear^ retro(jpeStve view 
of times pift. We fptmi evieftings at the dtibs of 
our Fathers, fome of whom may perhaps have 
been Mohocks, and gain adAittn^c^ to the 
toilets of *6ur mothers and grandmothers. We 
read, not witbiMit 'fiMAslaiStoR, comments on the 
performances of a£tors, whom we never iaw: 
we look upon the celebrated trunk-maker with a 
veneration equal to that of his cotemporaries j and 
are hugely entertained at PoweU's puppet-(hew. 

It is to be confidered) that periodical writers 
converfc more familiarly with the publick than 
any other authors i they are allowed, nay ex* 
peded^ to chat of themfelves, the play, the opera, 
and are even ia danger of being nogleded, if 
tb.ey omit to difcourfe qa the popular topicks of 
converfation. Our good advice (for we are all 
fag^cious menitoi:$ Qf the publidc;} anuft not be 

obtru4t4 
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cJbbmded on oftr Miders^ but mUft feem to be nflioredl 
in by the occafion, and to take its colour fron\ 
^ tkacs. The prefent completion of the people 
is fuch, that I find it abfolately vain and fidi-« 
Cttleus to aetempt writing to them on any other 

, SubjeSt than that of the Royal Wedding and 
Coronatioa* My printer too has moft earneftly re- 
quefted me to give what he calls a Uucb $n the 
simiSj and to iay ibmetbiiig ^n thefe great occaflons^ 
He tells me, that there is fcarce one of his cuf- 
tomers, who would not fooner give a guinea foe 
a lught's lodgii^ on the floor at Greenwich, or 
five for the fake of fitting eight and forty hours in* 
Wcftminfter Abby, than part with two^pence half- 
penny for th Genius, unlefs it treats of thofe 
folesmities. Scarce a paragraph of news, relat- 
ing to any other matters, will go down* The 
proceedings of the Court of Claims, the ladies 
coronation robes, and the aldermens* coronation 
wigs, furnifh out the raoft interefting articles 
of intelligence. The matter of an ale-houfe in the 
next lane to my apartments has hung out a pa«> 
per la<itborn to advertife the neighbourhood, that 
he fells the beft Meddenburg purl and Coronation 
porter. The theatres are, I doubt aot, both 
employed la the preparation 9i entertaimnetttt 
F4 Juitabic 
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fiiitakle to the fplendor and joy of thefe happy cele^ 
brities ; and a famous field-preacher has, to my 
knowledge, already anticipated the Archbifhop in a 
Coronation Sermon. 

I have alfo lately been honoured with a pacquefr 
©f letters from feveral correfpondents, not one 
of which but relates to thefe two grand occafions" 
of feilivity. Many, I find, are foUicitous to know^ 
what will become of the Genius, and into what 
corner he will fqueeze his little body at the corona- 
tion. A gentleman, who figns himfelf Timothy 
Cautious, tells me, that in cafe I have no ticket, 
I may eafily be conveyed into the hall undifcovcred 
in fome old countefs's pocket, or be rolled up 
and overfhadowed by the full bottom of a noble-* 
man's periwig. A lady gives herfelf the trouble to 
recapitulate the advantages and difadvantages of 
my perfon on this occafion ; and informs me that, 
indeed, I may be put any where, but that unfor- 
tunately, I fhall be able to fee no where. Ano- 
ther correfpondent, who fubfcribes himfelf Coke 
junior^ and dates from the Inner Temple, fays, that 
he hopes I have fecured a place in Weftminfler- 
hall, and adds (but I do not know what he means 
by it) that heflrould be glad to fee me appear there 
pfcener than I ufed to do. The two following 
I letters 
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letters are, I think, the moft proper of any I have 

t-eceivcd, to fubmit to rty readers at full length z 

to them therefore I fhall devote the reft of this 

paper. 

- The firft comes from a lady, and is as follows. 



I 



To THE GENIUS, 

5 I R, 

Have often lamented that I did not live in thofc 
illuftrious ages of the world, whea our fex 
was allowed to diftinguifh itfelf by ads of prowefs 
and chivalry/ I fliould have delighted to have 
traverfed the defarts, and to have refcued innocent 
virgins in diftreis. The degeneracy of the prefent 
times has often been the caufe of my fore af- 
fli£lion ; and there is no circumftance from which I 
Jjave ever in my life reaped fo much confolation^ 
as from the thoughts of the approaching Coror 
nation, which folemnity ftill retains fome leaven 
pf the anjcient jnanners pf this kingdom ; of 
which I can vouch ijo ftrongcr teftimony than.thp 
well-known ceremony of the Champion in Wcft- 
minfter-hall. But there is, however, even in this 
fome deficieAcy^ Mfhjcb I am ready and wilHflg to 
Supply. Since the King has gracioufly thought fit 

to 
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to adorn this high feftival with the prefettcc of 
ft Queen, it is (utelj a diAonour to her meiits, an4 
an indignity to the whode fex, that one flioiild be 
wanting to vindicate her beauty, when a cbam^ 
pion appears to afiert the rights of his majefty. 
Tilts, and joufts, and tournaments, were originally 
inllituted almoft entirely in honour of the la- 
dies ; and a total neglefl of them in fuch cere-, 
monies reflects difgraoe on our national gallan- 
try. A noble Spaniard would be fliocked to think 
of it. To prevent this dishonour, and to pre- 
fcrve the glory of the nation, I do m^ft humbly 
propofe myfelf as a Lady Champiokbss, and in- 
tend to enter the hall, properly accoutred^ and 
properly attended, immediately after the depar- 
ture of the Champion. I bavo already trained and 
ctifeipHkied a milk-white paliiiey for this purpoie^, 
and mean to be attended with none other than th 
Genius for my Dwarf : of which I hereby 
give you notice, that yoU invelt yourfelf with 
fuitable habiliments, and otherwife pneplu'e your«* 
Jelf for this awful occaifion. 

Thalestris Dymokb. 

Civtn this tUrtifib af Jugufij 1 761. 

The 
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The other letter comes from a gentleman, who^ 
I can aiTure As ^ullicky is no Ufi a Genius tbflu 

MYS£LF. 

A T this critical conjanfiure 1 cannot think, or 
•*^ talk, or write, of any thing but the wind. 
1 gape at every weather-cock, and if there are none 
in fight, am perpetually throwing up my hand- 
kerchief to fee, if there be a fair wind for the 
pafTage of Her Intended Majefty. I am a good deal 
of a valetudinarian, and would, hi general, almoft 
as foon wiih for a plague as an Eafterly wind ; 
but now I pray for it every hour in the day. In 
fhort. Sir, tliefe thoughts have filled my brains 
fo long, and pofleft themfelves fo entirely of my 
imagination, that the wind has got up into my 
head, and is attended with all the fymptoms of a 
poetical vertigo. Modern odes are, you mtft al« 
allow, the ipeft flatulent of all compofittons : you 
will not be fuxprifed, therefore, that the Weft Wind, 
which impregnated Virgil's mares, fkould alfb 
make me teem with an ode^ and here it is at your 
fcrvice, • 

ODE 
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ODE ra a WEATHER. COCK* 

OTboo, .whom all the Zephyrs court. 
Who tovTl with e^ery freeze to play. 
Changing^ 
Ranging, 
Whirling, 
Twirling, 
Veering a thoufand times a day, , 
Why with a nation's wifhes wilt thou fport i 
Obferve, while here and there you fly. 
Where anxious George, with wifhful eye^^ 

Watches each varying motion ! 
Then fummon from the fecret cell^ 

,Wbere Eaftern breezes dwell, 
Profp'rous gales to fap the oceaa I 

-Once, faith the Mufe, great ^olus, who binds 
In chains the ftibje£t winds. 
Who rideth on their wings in ftorm, 

, When hurricanes the deep deform ; 

Or hufhes them to peace, and bids them fleep^ 
On the calm bofom of the deep. 
When the wiiids and waves arc laid :— - 

This mighty God once lov'd a Northern maid. 

\ While 
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' While faithful to his Northern fair. 
North winds alone poileft the boundlefs air: 

Pregicant with tage and fbrms no mttre^ 
Soft fighs and zephyi-s in each gale they bore; 

While Love did in his bofom reign, 

Fixt, as the needle to the pole. 

True to the wifhes of his foul. 
Still Northward pointed each obedient vane. 

Now then, when George and England call, ' 
May he, the God that rules thee, deign to /mile ! 
And, his own love remembring, for a while. 

Each envious wind enthrall ! 
And now, as Circe for Ulyfles once, cbainM faft 

Each adverfe blaft ! 
East turn thy point ! Mue East ! that brings 

Its richeft trcafure on its wings, 
The Beft of Blellings to the Beft of Kings ! 



The 
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NUMBER VIII. 
Thurfday, September 17, 1761. 



1 



Ordhe geutis 



Mores, Hfiudia^ et pofulos, et frttRa dicam* Vi r 6 1 L • 

The poiitlcksj^ and morals, of (he ftate. 
The people*8 ▼arious manners VH relates 

flpHE learned and honoursvble truftees of The Bri- 
tiOi MufeuBii^ well tcnowingand di^Iy ^o^ifider- 
ing the great work in which I am engaged) and 
thoroughly weighing the infinite importance of if 
to the morals of the people of Great Britain, have 
gracioufly refolved to afford me every affiftance in 
their power, and given ordera to the proper offi- 
cers for my conftant admiiSon to the reading-room, 
with free leave to perufe fuch old papers and fcarce 
manufcripts, as my curiofity may lead me to look 
into. They have alfo further fibewn themfelves fo 
favourably inclined to me and my undertakings, 
that they have fet a-part a certain angle of the 

room 
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room for my particular ufe ; wherein there is ere^led 
an elegant machine, curioufty contrived by Mr.- 
Burnet, cabinet-maker in the Strand, and known 
by the name of th€ Genius's reading^deft. This 
machine, in coniideration of my diminutivenefs, 
is conftrufted fomewhat on the princifJes of that 
ufed by GulHver in Brobdignag, and has often 
enabled me to manage the moft unwieldy volumes 
with eafe, as welt as, by means of its fteps, td 
climb up to the top of the page of many a tall folio^ 
The modern artificers of furniture hare cultivated 
no tafte in moveables with more fuccefs, than that 
which they call the Boqkl Fashion ; which is an 
ingenious method of reducing tea-chefts to the 
fhape and femblance of o£lavos and duodecimos, 
as well as BeJes and other neceffary utenfils, of a 
larger fize, to the figure of quartos and folios. 
Thefe goods may be had, neatly gilt and lettered, 
at the warehoufe of any fa&ionahle upholfterer^ 
but where could fucb a mode be followed witk 
fueh ftrid propriety as in the conftru£iion of the 
implements of Literature ? On your firft entrance 
into the room, you would take the Genius's read* 
ing de(k for an irregular heap of books of differei|t 
fizes, thrown carelefsly one upon another : and^ 
as it is ufual to prd^forvo fomc analogy between the 
4 , mock 
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mock volumes and the moveable which takes their? 
form, commonly appropriating Pope's Letters^! 
the Spedators^ &c. to the tea-table, ^nd wafte 
paper hiftories, &c* to the clofef\ in like manner 
the artift has ingenioufly raifed the fiepst)f my deik 
upon Statiusv and Scaliger, and Xi^ton^ and 
^TZV-neyy and MouNT-^n;^, &c* with many other 
curious conceits of the like nature, not unworthy 
the genius of an upholfterer. A waggifli Cantab, 
who popt into the room the other day, after having 
examined the defk with great attention, told me, 
that he found the Genius, like Bayes, had certain 
mechanical helps for wit, and chriftened it (after 
the univerfity ftile of punning) my Gradus ad 
Parnajfum. 

^ A few days ago, as 1 was fludioufly employed at » 
^is defk, and preparing to fay a. word or, two to 
the publick, as it were, ex cathedra^ a fagacious , 
friend of mine, belonging to the Mufeum, (who 
is fpr ever peering with his pur-blind eyes into 
fome curiodty, or brufhing with his learned nofe 
the duft from fome rare manufcript) threw a bun- 
dle of papers before me. This choice pacquet 
appeared, upon examination^tohave been formerly 
in the poffeffion of Sir Thomas More, our greai* 
chancellor, of worthy and facetious memory^ tq 

whom 
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whom it was addreffed by Petrus iEgidius (or, a^ 
fomc tranflators call him, Peter Giles) of Antwerp, 
the very perfon to whom the chancellor infcribed 
his Hiftory of Utopia. This manufcript contains 
a full detail of the laws, manners, cuftoms, &c. 6f 
the inhabitants of the ifland of Anemolia, taken 
from memory by Petrus ^gidius, like Sir Thomas 
More*s own narrative, from the relation of Ra-* 
phael. This country, as well as fevcral others 
ihentioned in thefe papers, is, I find, taken notice 
of in the Utopia ^ and Sir Thomas, fpeaking cur- 
forily of the people, calls them fuperbi magis qucud 
fapienteSy a proud rather than a wife nation. My 
veneration for manufcripts is not fo implicit as 
to think, with fome antiquarians, that every old 
paper is worthy to be printed, which has ndt yet 
been in print : but as I look upon this to be of aa 
extremely curious nature, I Ihall put it to the prefs 
with all convenient fpeed j and my friend above- 
mentioned has, for the benefit of the illiterate, 
chearfully fubmitted to the labour of a tranflation. 
This valuable narrative is written originally, 
like the Utopia, in very elegant Latin ; and the 
genuine papers, for the fatisfadlion of the Vir- 
tuofi, (hall lie, till the time of publication, at 
Mr. Becket's, bookfeller, in the Strand. In the 
Vol. I. G mean 
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mean time, I have thought proper to amufe 1117 
readers with the following extrads made here and 
there frpm different parts of this valuable work, 
and I believe that mofl perfoqs will readily concur 
fi^ith me, merely from this fpecimen, that Akbmo* 
|«XA| muft be the mpft extraordinary country un« 
der the fun. 

** AnemoUorum lingua^ fuavior auditUj verbis 
labundantiory fidelior animi interpreSj mutila : ipji 
autem^ i^c.'^ Apud M. S. 

fT^H ERE is no language in the world more fweet^ 
more copious, and better adapted to expreft 
the meaning of the fpeaker, than that of the Ane« 
M0L7ANS ; and yet, what is very wonderful, the 
Anemoiiaks themfelves never make ufe of it 
in converfation ; but having difcarded their own 
native tongue, juft^fter it had arrived to Its hig\ieft 
pitch of perfedion, they «have, by a kind of, 
genera) infatuation, adopted the barfher diak£^ of 
their -neighbours and natural enemies, th^ AcHO- 
KXANS.v The children of the loweft artificers are 
early inftru<^ed in the, Achorian language, and are 
much ifhamed, if -they happen, by chance, to ex-^ 
prefs themfelves in their mother-tongue. From 
t)iis ftrange national folly the Aci^qhians have 

ajSumed 
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alTumed aii air of great fuperiority, and affeft to 
.'regard the Anemolians as little better than bar- 
barians. So very unaccountable, and yet fo deeply 
rooted, is this contempt for their native lan- 
gxiage, that during the fliort time I fojourncd among 
them, a grammar oP its rudiments and principles 
was burnt by the common hang-man ; and a 
very ingenious author was condemned to be 
ftarvcd to death for having compiled an Anemo- 
lian Di£lionary. 

Their paffion for literature, fuch as it is, is Co 
violent, that the number of their publications is 
incredible. They have, indeed, among their an- 
cient authors, feveral excellent writers on almoft 
every fubjeft, but thefe, like their language, are 
grown obfolete : for the Anemolians are fuch 
wonderful lovers of novelty, that they indulge a 
defire for literary trafc, alttioft as intemperate 
and irregular as the longings of pregnant women^ ' 
or rather like the falfc appetite of green-ficknefs 
girls for chalk, oattxieal, and ^unripe fruit. Several 
thoufand printed fliecrts of paper are published every 
morning, as many at noon, and as many more 
every evening ; befides which, a vaft variety of thin 
trblumes, contatining certain fippets of philofophy, 
inorality, and the arts, make their appearance 
O 2 with 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t4 T»E GENIUS. N? VIM. 

with every new moon. But moft of thefe houi^ljf, 
daily, and monthly publications are . calculated 
merely for the amufement of the hour in which 
they come forth, and grow immediately afterwards 
as dull, ufelefs, and unentertaining, as a lafl: 
year's almanack. Hence thefe publications are, 
in the phrafe of that country, very properly ftiled 
PeriodicaL The art of writing is, indeed, nearly 
fallen into utter contempt among them, and be- 
come a mean handicraft bufinefs, and wretched ma- 
jiufadure. So venal a profeffion is exercifed by 
few or none of any reputation ; whence it happens^ 
that though their new books are almoft innumera- 
ble, the number of their writers is exceedingly^ 
fmall, four or five perfons being the foLe authors 
of every i^ork in every fcience ; in each of which 
they acquit themfelves with equal dexterity. 

The Anemolians affe£i an uncommon love for 
natural freedom ; but their aim in this, as in 
moft other particulars, appears to be mercenary, 
endeavouring to gain pecuniary advantages to them- 
felves by converting their liberty into property. 
According to thefe principles, the common inha* , 
bitants* of every town and diftrid: within . the 
kingdom fet themfelves to publick fale by auction, 
once in fevcn years ; two or. three, and fomctimes 

four 
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fiour or five, or . fix or feven, of fuperior rank, 
.appear as purchafers at the fame place, on which 
occafions^the higheft bidder is the buyer. By thefe 
means the venal commonalty often extort large 
fums, being paid for, Itke cattle, at fo much per 
head, and yet they have freguent caufe to repent of 
their bargain 5 though it is but common juftice to 
add, that the purchafers alfo frequently pay more 
for them than they are worth. 

P. S, Having proceeded thus fiar in tranf- 
lating the paiTages I have fele<Sed from the M.S. 
I find that my extradls are too large to come 
within the compafs of one paper. I am therefore 
obliged to referve the reft, among which are many 
curious particulars relating to the ladies, for ray 
next, with whch I fliall prefent the reader ^s .fopa 
as poifible^ 



The 
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Saturday, September 26> i^jti. 



S^od u per GeniunhDextramq\ Deofq\ Penates 
Objecre C^ obteftor, V'tta me redde priori : _ 

S^i fimul Mfpexit, quantum dimijk petitis 
Brajlentt mature redeat^ repetatq 5 reliaa* Ho», 

By heav'n, by all the lave you pledged your wife. 
Give, I conjure thee, give my former life ! 
Compare the prefcnt ills with comforts paft. 
And be-with your firft fortunes bleft as laft ! 

AS tlie following letter is the firft of any con-, 
fequence, with which I have been favoared^ 
from a female hand, the preference due to a 
lady muft be my apology for deferring the, reft of 
the manufcript, relating to the Anemoliansj to my 
next paper. 



T« 
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To THE GENIUS. 
SIR, 

WHEN I inform you, that I am juftraifed 
from the humble condition of plain Mrs. 
Greenfield to the honour of being the lady of a 
member bf parliament ; when I tell you, that my' 
huiband was, at the laft general ele£lion, chofen 
by a great majority of voters for one of the moft 
eminent county-towns in the kingdom; when I 
further add, on good authority, that the petition 
intended to have been preferred againft him i$ 
withdrawn, and that he feems likely to fit out hi? 
kven years in the honourable Houfe of Commons ; 
when I fend you, Sir, all this feeming good news, 
it only ferves to acquaint you, in other words, that 
I am one of the m6ft unhappy women upon earth ; 
that my hufband is an undone man, and that 
my dear children, though born to fome eftate, 
are In danger of being thrown upon the wide 
world to earn their uncertain bread. 

But that which adds the greater acutenefs to my 
roifeVy, is the*fad and fudden revolution of our for- 
tune ; fbr we are not only hurried to certain de-' 
ftrudioUy but drawn from a ftate 9f the moft perfe£{! 
G 4 tranquillity. 
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tranquillity. I have now been married alhioft 
fourteen years. My huftand always behaved to 
me with the trueft tendernefs and afFefl:ipn ; the 
whole ftudy of my life has been'to promote his hap- 
yinefs; and our little family has, all that while. 
Jived comfortably in a cheap country upon a very 
moderate fortune. But, alas ! the late general 
eleftion has entirely reverfed our fituation. You 
muft know, Sir, that our county, like many 
others, is unhappily fplit into little parties and 
fa£tions, and a perpetual conteft is kept alive by 
the two moft opulent perfons in it, which of them 
fliall have the credit with the great folks above^ as 
the phrafe is, of managing the reft. A noble peer 
in our neighbourhood, who is the perfon that car- 
ries on this important difputfe with a wealthy 
baronet, did us the honour of a vifit about a year 
ago, earneltly intreating my hufband to appear with 
another gentleman, in his lordfhip's intereft, as a 
joint candidate fqr the county-town, in op^fitioa 
to two others fupported by the baronet. My huf- 
band's vanity and ambition took the ^larm in 
an inftant, and he was all on fire for the honour 
of reprefenting fo refpe£lable a place in parliament; 
Only two fmall objefiions prefentcd themfelves : 
^e firft was, that his property lying chiefly in the 

funds. 
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funds, his landed eftate did not quite aniount to 
the yearly value, which, it feems, is required as 
a necefiary qualification : and the fecond was, that 
his property, taken all together, would by no 
means enable him to defray the numerous and 
heavy expences of a contefted elsdlion. Both thefe 
cbjedions were, however, without much diiEculty^ 
furmounted. My hufband had, indeed^ at firft, 
fome fcruples of confcience on the firft article, as 
neither he nor I could think it poflible for him to 
take the oath of qualification with his feat, without 
the requifite addition to his eflate. An eminent 
lawyer, fetched from the inns of court in London 
on purpofe, foon folved this difficulty, and made 
out a qualification in form, by means of an hocuS'^ 
focus conveyance from my lord to my hufband, by 
which, they tell me, that my hufband has en- 
larged his eftate, though I know too well that he 
bas not added to his income. As to the fecond 
obje£tion, that was immediately got over by 
his lordihip's declaration, that he meant to defray 
the whole expence of the eleftion himfejf. My 
hufband therefore chearfully prefented himfelf as a 
candidate \ but I mufl not forget to mention, that 
though he was brought in by the noble lord, as 
the whole country will tell you, for nothings it 
4 coft 
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CP& «s very near a tboufand pounds, TBcre wc«? 
feveifal tinforefeen incident expences, created chiefly 
by tke zeal of my bufband's leji friends^ and thoCe 
T2?ho were moft warm, in bis intereft; of wbicb ex- 
psBceSyaahe feemed to be the immediate caufe^ though 
iacarred without his direiiion, he was afeamed to 
carry m the bills to his lordfliip at the clofc of the 
Cjo^^R^ which bad coft the parties, both together, 
gkovc thirty times that fum. 

Bttt this lofs, as it was the firft, fo it would 
baye been the kaft, and moft eafily to be put up 
with, if my hufband had been fo fortunate as ta 
hsvft loft his eleftion. I muft repeat to you,. Sir, 
thatt he was cbofen by an indifputable majority; 
Mti I repeat it to you, not without forrow ; as I 
iH>w too late difcov^ the wi£lom of the legiflnruTe^ 
IB demanding fuch a qualification in property, fince 
k (as that a large eftate is neceflary to keep up 
the coxsfequence even of a dependent member, as 
iipell as to fupport the real dignity of independence. 
The change in my hufbaiid'^ iituation is much 
kfs extraordinary than the alteration in his ideas. 
He is na longer contented with being a plain country- 
gentleman, as heretofore, but confiders himfelf as 
7k kind of publick charader. Our houfe is now- 
thrown open to all comers aad goers, and all the; 
I honeft 
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honeft freemen muft be indulged with, the run of. 
our cellar and kitchen. We have treated the wor- 
Ihipful corporation more than once, and every 
private gentleman muft be loaded with civilities 
in proportion to his influence and intereft. My 
bufband was formerly of fome ufe to the country^ 
merely by afiting in the commiiEon of the peace ; 
but he has now, on the death of his lord&ip's , 
brother, been appointed colonel of oQr militia; at 
our laft affixes, he was unanimoufly chofen to be 
foreman of the Grand Jury j and now that his pre- 
fence is become of fo much cohfequence in the 
Qounty, I know that he will think it indifpenlibly 
requifite for him always to fill the chair at the 
Seffions. Tbefe, and feveral other county-dig- 
nities, with which I plainly forefee he will be ho- 
noured, will not be maintained without extraor-^ 
dinary expences, befides thofe which muft inevi- 
tably attend the neceflary journies between town 
and country^ 

From my mention of Journies, you will imme« 
diately conclude that we have an houfe in town. 
To take: one was, indeed, the firft refolution 
which my hufband made after his eledion ; and 
that we are already in pofieffion of a very handfome 
houfe. in one of the moft falbionable parts of 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



qi The GENIUS. N^' IX. 

die town, is no inconfiderable circumftance of my 
unhappinefs. We came to London time enough, 
you mj^y be fure, to attend the Coronation ; and 
feveral of the electors being drawn up to town by 
the fame great occalion, my hufband hired a room, 
at the price of an hundred- guineas, for our own 
and their accommodation to fee the proceflion. 
♦* Thcfe little afts of kindnefs, my dear, (fays he 
to me) done for a fmall expence at a time when 
they appear difinterefted, go as far as twenty-fold 
that futn in feafons of commotion and diftrefs.** 
Indeed nothing feems to terrify him fo much as 
the apprehenilons of being thought niggardly in 
his notions, and narrow in his oecpnomy. He has 
of, late frequently reprehended me for the plainnefs 
of my drefs, and tells me, that the lady of a mem- 
ber of parliament, efpecially the reprefentative 
of a place of fo much confequence, ought to 
make a genteel appearance. I am In great fear of 
his prefenting me with fome jewels. He has already 
provided a fplendid equipage, and has put the 
fervants into laced liveries ; and moreover infifts . 
on our having a man-cook : •* for, (fays he) I fliall 
often bring home fome of my brother members 
io dinner ; and, you know, my dear, they are ufed 
^ good living, and muft have their things well done.*' 

As 
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As my hulband has hitherto always behaved in 
^ prudent and reafonable manner, this ftrange ex- 
travagance would almoft perfuade me that he was 
out of his fenfes, if I did not fee that a foolilh in- 
• fatuation, and I know not what idea of being in 
parliament, has feifed his mind. This, he tells 
me, is the crifis of his fortune, and that his fucceis . 
in his election will prove the making of his fa- 
mily. A feat in parliament he looks upon as 
a mere earneft of the honours which he is hereafter 
to enjoy. He aiTures me again and again, that 
the moft eminent perfons in the kingdom have rifen 
to iheir prefent dignities by tlve fole force of 
parliamentary talents ; and that for his own part 
he has no doubt of making his way, now he has 
once got into the road of preferment. He feems (o 
fure to carry his point> that he even threatens to 
take no notice of any of his relations, but fuch as 
fhall fhev7 him due attention and refpedl; and he 
has juft determined to fend our eldeft boy, who is 
about nine years of age," to Weftminficr School, 
becaufe he thinks he has discovered in the lad fome- 
thing of an oratorical turn. I am very well affured, 
from all his converfation and behaviour, that his va- 
nity prompts him to believe that he (hall make 
himfelf of confequence in parliament y and I am 

very 
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very much afraid that he will open his mouth, alrtioft 
immediately after he has taken his feat, and expofe 
himfelf in publicfc ; for I, who am partial to him, 
yet know him too well to imagine that any fucccfs 
can attend his efforts to fhine in eloquence or 
politicks. You may fmilc, perhaps. Sir, and think 
that I conftdcr the matter too minutely ; but I am 
fully perfuaded, that he often means to try the 
ftrength of his talents as a fpeaker, on me and the 
little circle of familiar friends that drop in t9 
vifit us. He takes up every thing in a ftile of ar- 
gument and authority, runs the eafy chat of con- 
verfation into politicks, and talks with much ve- 
hemence for a long time together upon fubjefts 
which neither I, nor any of my female acquaintance, 
can at all comprehend. He tells me over and 
over, alone and in company, that there is a great 
fcene opening upon us, that the commencement 
of a new reign, and a new parliament, muft of 
courfe produce great events ; and that thofe who 
have the ableft talents for the bufinefs of the houfe, 
will be the moft certain to diftinguifli themfclves 
and reap the grcateft ihare of honour and profit. 

For my part. Sir, I am no Mrs. Weftern, and 
pretend to no (kill in politicks ; neither am I of 
opinion, that a candidate's being poffefled of wealth 

enough 
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enough to bribe his conftituents, ought to rc» 
commend him to their choice ; but I am fully la- 
tisfied, that a confiderabre degree of poperty is 
neccffary to his integrity, fince, without it, the 
greateft talents will not avail to preferve his in« 
dependence. My hufband, for example, publickly 
declares, and feems to afFeft aeon fequence from it, 
that he (hall always go with His Lor<l(hip : hefcerars, 
indeed, to be fo involved in his parliameintary 
fyftem, that he has quite loft fight of his domeftick 
ceconomy. While he is bringing hisvaft fchemcs 
to bear, he will be every day haftening his ruin. 
The fuccefs, with w'hich he Is fo cJcvafed, is a 
piece of good fortune that brings deftra<9ion aloils 
with it J for what advantage can be derived froca 
any preferment,' which requires a man to msike his 
expences amount to above double the value of his 
receipts ? I can account eafily enough for theman^ 
ner in which we are to fupport our way of liv* 
ing during the prefentyear; and the fan>e forefight 
convinces me, that it will be abfolutely impe^bk 
for us to go through another. The follies of moft 
married men are charged on their wives; butthrs^ 
I am fure, has, from fir ft to laft, been purfueii^ 
as well 9S undertaken, much againft my coafeat^ 
It was with a heavy heart that I faw my huXbaxid 

enter 
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enter into this proje£):; and It was with flill 
greater uneafinefs I faw him perfift in his town- 
fcfaeme, fince I am well convinced, that our jour- 
ney to London muft end, like Sir Francis Wrong- 
head's, in a journey into the country again. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

PATIENCE GREENFIELD. 



The genius, 
NUMBER X. 
Saturday, Goober lo, 1761. 

Urbem quam dicunt ^Romamy Mellbcee, putavi 
' Stultus ego buic nojira fimilem, > VziG^ 

Fool that I was, I thought at Rome, 
They did the fame we do at home| 
And by another name> tho* knowoy 
Believed that city like our own* 

I Have received the following note in confequence 
of the extrail from the Latin Manufcript, with 
which I prefented my readers a few days ago. 
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To THE GEN I U S. 

PLAGUE ,on your AneMolians, andnon* 
fenfe, and ftufF ! If you have any faults to 
find with us honeft Britons, why don't you tell us 
fo in plain Englifh'f 

Your's. 

JOHN TROT^ 

» 

I am forry to have excited mafter John Trot's 
indignation 4 but if his objeftionsto my purfuing 
the fubjeft are infuperablc, I hereby give him fait 
warning not to perufe the prefent paper. I Ihall 
only obferve, that travellers, writing chiefly for the 
inftru£lion and entertainment of their own couti- 
tryihen,, while they defcribe the manners of fo« 
reign nations, and exhibit remote fcenes, a^e 
apt, like other fcene-painters, to work in dijiemper^ 
and draw things and perfons, larger than the 
life, that they may ftrike at a diftance. This 
perhaps is in fome meafure, the cafe with our 
prefent author. The remaining cxtrafts arc as 
follow : 



Vot. I. H « MuliiW 
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•• Mulieres quidenij fafr. apud M.S. 

** np^ HE Anemolian Women are equal in beauty 
■*' even to the Circaffians, and have alfo 
learned from fomc Europeans, who were caft away 
on their coaft, the fame method gf prefer ving that 
beauty from the ravages of the moft cruel of dif- 
tempers. This uncommon beauty would give 
them almoft an abfolute power over the men, if 
they did not themfelves ufe their ut moft efforts to 
dim its luftre, and to nip their growing charms in 
the bud, or to deftroy them in their full bloom : for^ 
as the indelicate females among the Hottentots 
twine the fat and entrails of animals round their 
arms and legs, and rub their bodies with filth, 
thinking thereby to heighten their charms, and 
reader their figures more agreeable ; fo the women 
of Anemolia, not content with that portion of 
charms which heaven has allotted them, are perpe- 
tually retouching by art the beautiful originals of 
nature, till they become the moft execrable daubs 
that ever were beheld. If a prince had a palace 
built of handfome ftone, or perhaps the fineft mar- 
ble, beautifully variegated by the hand of na- 
ture, in the quarry, fhould you not efteem him a 
madman to cover it with plaifter and rough caft ? 

What 
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What then (hall we fay of the women of Anemolia, 
who pollute the facred ^enlples of their peffons by 
encrilfting. them with a coat of Cerufs, and dead- 
ening the native vivacity of their features with 
an artiiicral enamel ? A pra£Hce (o unnatural has^ 
I find, betrayed me into metaphor and allufion ; but 
the fa£^, as heaven ihall profper me, is literally 
true. Firft, they varnifh their faces, necks, and 
arms, like a whitened wall ; and then they lay fan- 
taftick colourings, red, brown, or black, according 
to their various imaginations, upon that ground. 
Some females have the art of blanching their 
necks with a curious preparation, which hard- 
ens on their bofoms, like mortar in a building; 
and, like that too, will abide all the changes of 
the feafons for an whole year. But this procefs re- 
quires time, and confines the lady that fubmits to it^ 
for fome weeks. During the time that I was in 
Anemolia, I remember it was once the darling 
piece of fcandal among the ladies of quality ia 
NiROE, the capital of that country, that a noble- 
man's daughter (who, for a few days, ceafed to ap- 
pear at publick places) bad abfconded, in order 
to be delivered of an illegitimate child : but the 
real truth was, thatt he young lady lay in bad a 
month merely to bring the cruft on her neck 
Ha t* 
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to a proper confiftcncy, and bake it, as it were m 
an oven ; and at the end of that period, ihe en- 
tirely defeated the malice of her enemies, and con- 
futed their flander, by coming forth with a ghofily 
bofom, and as dead a white as alab^^Aer. The 
gfeateft misfortune attending this, and every other 
pradife of the like nature, is, that it foon utterly 
deftroys that exquifite beauty which at firft It Cerves 
but to eclipfe. The mixtures ufed for thefe pur- 
pofcs are, it fecms,* compofed of poifon, fo that 
few retain any of their original charms after they 
are three or four and twenty years of age; and 
many of them, even before that period, become 
horrible to look upon. One of the prevailing 
beauties at court, at my arrival in Anem6li a, was, 
in a few weeks afterwards, ftruck blind ; another 
ohjtSt of publick admiration foon after loft all her 
teeth at once ; and a third was fuddenly deprived of 
the ufe of her limbs, as it were by a ftroke of 
the palfy, and became bed*ridden. Such dreadful 
occurrences happened daily, and yet the rifing ge- 
neration of females continued the praftice. This, 
among many other follies, was originally imported 
from AcHOHiA, where it is net quite fo wonder- 
ful that it (hould prevail ; for the women of that 
country, being naturally of a dark^ and dingy 

complexion. 
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complexion, and deftitute of the delicacy peculiar to 
thofe of Anemolia, more readily recur to the rc- 
fources of art to mend the imperfcaion of nature." 

I have prefented the reader with the above 
paflage, becaufe I think it extremely curious; 
but I cannot help fancying, that our author 
has tranfgreffed the bounds of credibility in 
this part of his narrative. It is impoflible that any 
females fhould be guilty of fucb deteftable wick- 
cdnefs, or give into fuch grofs abfurdity. The 
accurate reader will eafily conjeSure, from fome 
peculiarities of expreflion in the above extra£t, 
that I have rendered the original with great ex- 
aflnefs. The tranflation is indeed very literal,^ ex- 
cept that I have here and there taken the liberty to 
foften fome phrafes of indignation and reproach 
which would be efteemed vulgar in our tongue, tho' 
they have a certain dignity in the learned languages. 
But to proceed from our M.S. 

*' The women of Anemolia, confcious of the 
attraftion of their form, and vain of thaelcT 
gance with which they flatter themfelves they have 
embellifhed it, are fond of difplaying all its va- 
rious excellencies. Their arms are uncovered up 
to the elbow, their necks and bofoms are laid bare, 
or thinly fhaded with tranfparent veils of the moft 
H 3 delicate 
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delicate texture. The fapie vanity induces them to . 
laviih on their perfons a profufion of ornaments of 
gold and fUver, and precious ftones, and as many 
ribbands as an heifer of old going to the altar as a 
facrifice. They long ago difcarded the fimple 
national habit of Anemolia to adopt the fantaftick 
drefles of the Achorians ; and fo fearful are they 
of failing to keep pace with that nation in the va- 
rious changes and revolutions of th^ir garb, that may 
I perilh, if it be not truth ! — the cloaths of the 
chief people in the kingdom, men as well as 
women, are manufactured and made up in Achoria, 
and tranfported thence by the firft fair wind to 
Anemolia." 

** Porro autem apud Anemolios meretricum quaftusy 
^c. apud M.S, 

** Moreover, among the Anemolians the trade 
of courtezans, exceflive drunkennefs, the open 
exercife of profane f wearing, and all manner of 
gaming, are, undoul)tedly, Ijcenfed by the laws of 
the land. | had not time indeed to make a very 
nice fcrutiny into their conftitution, and go regu- 
larly through the three hundred thoufand volumes 
in which their laws are enrolled ; but am never- 
thelefs afiured that I cannot be deceived in this 

circumftance, 
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circumftancC) becaufe the vices above-mentioned 
are fo openly praf^ifed, even under the nofe of 
the magtftrates, that I am very confident they 
muft have obtained the fandion of publick au- 
thority. As foon as the evening comes on, a 
large number of loofe women are ordered to iflne 
forth into the flreets, and to ufe their utmoft efforts 
to decoy paflengers into certain houfes appointed 
for their reception. Stated quarters of the metro- 
polis are particularly dedicated' to the purpofes of 
riot and debauchery, where lufl, drunkennefs, and 
blafpheroy, hold their conftant reign ; while, in 
other diftrids of the capital, fome of the firft dig- 
nitaries of the ftate, principally concerned in the 
legiflature, have inftitut^dfocieties of gaming: and, 
indeed, there are few polite families, wh^ch have 
not their meetings pf this nature. 

*^ The open praSicc of fo many exorbitant vices,, 
I muft confefs, created in me much aflonifhment at 
my firft arrival in the kingdo^n ; but I was, on fur- 
ther refledion, inclined to confider this extraordi^- 
nary licence, not to fay licentioufnefs, as the effeft 
of deep policy. The promifcuous commerce with 
loofe women is perhaps encouraged in order to turn 
the minds of the young men from any attempt at 
adultery, whicji, it feems, was formerly too 
H 4 prevalent 
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prevale&t ip Anbmoi.ia. But tbe trade of cour- 
tesans is not only thus authorized, but thebenevo^. 
Icnce of the publick has alfo inftituted nurferies for 
their education, appointed noble provifion^ for them 
in their pregnancy, as well as receptacles for 
(bcir. children, and a comfortable retreat for them- 
fclves.— It were alfo to be wiflied, on account of 
fbme fmall inconvenienctes at prcfent fubfifiing, 
that the courtesans were obliged to wear a num- 
Vered ticket, like the porters and hackney coaches 
among you in England, and made refpoiifible to 
certain commiffioners for th^ir behaviour in their 
]^rofeffion«-*— -^Drunkards, and profane fwearers, 
•ga ^t\\ as common beggars, are, I fuppofe, fuiFered 
to infeft the publick ftreets, like tbe intoxicated 
Saves which the Lacedaemonians exhibited to their 
children, in order to deter others from thqfe 
odious pra£tices and fcandalous ways of life : but 
why every mode of gaming is purfued among then^ 
with fo much zeal and vehemence^ unlefs it be a 
part of tb^ir religion, I am quite at a lofs to de- 
termine or comprehend. Qn the fame principles 
with tbofe above-mentioned, fuits at law are em- 
barrafled with a thoufand perplexities, prolonged by 
the moft tedious delays, and loaded with moft 
heavy expences. The wife caafe of all thefe 
5 troubles 
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troubles attending legal difputes, is, merely to 
deter the citizens from idle litigations which is 
evident from their proceedings in matters of a cri- 
minal nature. There the ofFender is brought to an 
immediate trial, his offence is immedately exa- 
mined with the utmoft expedition, and the fentence 
of the law put into immediate execution ; upwards 
of three hundred criminals being publickly hanged 
every new moon."— «^I was particularly defirous 
of laying the above paragraph before the reader, 
though it contains little elfe than mere matter of 
reflection, becaufe I think nothing fo much illuf- 
trates a book of voyages, and tends fo much to the 
improvement of the reader, as the fagacious and 
juft obfervations with which the traveller is com- 
monly fo kind as to oblige him.— —But to proceed 
from our author. 

** ^odad Religionem attinet^ i^c. apud M.S. 

" As to the religion of the country, as I hinted 
above, I am not able to give a very clear account of 
it. I was, indeed, in doubt, for feme time, whe- 
ther the Anemolians had any fyftem of worfliip 
eflablifhed among them ; but obferving that there 
was one day, which the commonalty devoted to 
pleafure and diiTolutenefs, I found, upon enquiry, 

that 
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that it was their ufual manner of celebrating the 
fabbath. So far from being defiitute of a religion^ 
they may be faid to be over run with religions 3 as 
a different pcrfuafion prevails in every ftreet, nay, 
almoft in every boufe. They have many wife 
teachers, learned in matters of divinity, among 
their artizans and mechanicks ; and there are alfo 
feveral fagacious elderly females who take upon 
them the care of inftru^ing their own and the 
other fex in all points of religious faith. Some of 
them maintain Polytheifm, others are given to 
Deifm, and a great number of them are reli- 
gioufly devoted, if I may ufe the phrafe on this oc- 
cafion, to Atheifm, The Europeans, who were 
thrown on the coaft, introduced Chriftianity among 
them ; but, I am forry to fay it, the true Faith 
has not talcen deep root in Anemolia. Some in- 
deed among them, perfons of the pureft lives, were 
ftruck with the force and dignity of its precepts, 
and readily embraced the tenets of Chriftianity : 
but fcofFers at its do&ines foon arofe without 
number; and feveral authors of the moft eminent 
abilities, and elevated rank, have made it their 
particular ftudy to write againft its do£lrines, mi- 
lacles, &c. thoMgh it muft be owned, that there 

have 
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have not been wanting full as able advocates on the 
other fide of the queftion/* 

** Vereor hercle ne^ ^c. apud M.S. 
*' I am almoft afraid that what I am now goingto 
relate will hardly obtain credit, as it is fo diametri- 
cally oppofite to the courfe of things in every other 
part of the globe. Few, if any, of the Anemo- 
iiANS die a natural death. Such as are not put to 
death by the hands of juftice, or accidents, or fud- 
denly taken off by apoplexies, palfies, or the like, 
fall by felf-murder. The rage of fuicide comes on 
regularly, like the moulting-time of birds, at a 
particular feafon of the year, which commences at 
the fall of the leaf. Mechanicks, and other people 
of mean condition, commonly hang or drown 
themfelves ; ftatefmen generally die by poifon ; and 
moft of the nobility fall on their fwords, or fhoot 
themfelves through the head. About the middle of 
November every pond is filled with carcafes, and 
dead bodies hang on every tree. 1 was extremely 
fhbcked at this impious prodigality of their lives ; 
but the furvivors among the natives are not at all 
afFeSed by it, and behold the daily fuicides, 
committed by their neareft relations, without the 
leaft emotion. They told me, that it was con- 
^itutional, either originally in their natures, or 

generated 
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generated in them by the clrmate. They further 
aflured me, that if I remained long among theni) 
the fogs, which are fo thick and frequent in that 
country, would by degrees opprcfs my fpirits, and 
£11 me with a horror of life, and all its attendant 
vexations. — Other reafons might, indeed, be af- 
figned.— However, I wais fo ibocked and alarmed at 
this information, that I departed from their country 
the firft opportunity,'* 



The G E N* I U S. 

NUMBER XL 

Thurfday, Oaober29, 1761. 

JMuUa feroy ut phcem genus irrttahile vatvm, 

Cmm Jcrihof (^ JuppUx pofuli fuffragia cd^to* Hor. 

The fpleen of tefty authors to fubduc, 

To bribe the pubiick voice by flattery too. 

An humble author, much I learn to bear. 

That when I write, my writings they may fparc. 

QWIFT, by way of defcribing a reigning 
^ controverfy of thofe times, has left us a mod 
droll and humourous account of a battle of the 
books In St. James's Library; and Boileau in his 

Lutrin 
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Lutrin has, with equal pleafantry, brought the two 
adverfe parties in his Poem together in a book- 
feller's fliop, where they break out into open war, 
and convert the books into weapons of ofience^ 
Many harmlefs volumes are torn from their (helves, 
and fiy through the air as thick as hail i and 
many a French divine lies fprawling beneath the 
weight of hard-bound poetry, heavy fyfieras of 
philofophy, and huge bodies of the law. 

Such a defcription, as that of the French writer, 
would, I think, be peculiarly applicable to the 
frequent and violent quarrels among authors. The 
Republick of letters is in a kind of perpetual 
civil war, and the beginning of every winter may 
be confidered as the opening of a new literary cam- 
paign. The fliort fummer truce, hardly kept 
with good faith, is foon violated; and, while 
heroes fufpend the (bedding of blood in war, au- 
thors contend which (hall fpill moft ink in contro- 
verfy. One difcharges the blunderbufs of his wit, 
and out comes an ode : a fecond, after whetting 
the ru(Jy fword of his Genius^ cuts you with a fa- 
tire : a third — but it is endlefs to go through all the 
weapons of elegy, fong, epigram, &c. and recite 
the whole artillery of wit — to it they go pele-mcU^ 
and, inftcad of making a general attack, on vice 

and 
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and felly, confine themfelvcs to individual knaves 
and fools, and fall on one another. It is fortunate 
enough for all new adventurers, in thefe literary en- 
gagements, that they do not make war exactly 
after the manner defcribed by Boileau ; but that 
every author throws his work, like a bomb, into 
the town, leaving it to do what mifchief it may, 
without immediately levelling the volume itfelf at 
the head of his antagonift. If that were the cafe, 
as at the bookfeller*s in the Lutrin, we have 
among us many authors, that would be moft for* 
midable adverfaries even to Homer him felf; writers, 
who could overwhelm all the poets and philofo- 
phers of antiquity with a deluge of literature, and 
carry all before them in a torrent of folios, quartos, 
and duodecimos, of their own compoHtion. 

One would imagine, that every author is a na- 
tural enemy to every other author j and that the 
purfuit of letters, which ibould /efine and huma- 
nize the mind, ferves only to embitter it. No 
princes can be more jealous of a neighbour's 
growing power, than fome authors of a cotempo- 
rary's infant fame. In their own reputation .too 
they are tender even to forenefs, and do hot con- 
fider, that all, who court applaute, may, at the 
fame time, be faid to folicit cenfure. Accordingly, 

each 
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each writer has his flatterers and his enemies ; and> 
if he is vain enough to lift^ to the adulation 
of one fet of men, and weak enough to feel the 
malice of the other, he becomes the moft nnhappj 
being upon earth. The very nature of his employ- 
ment betrays him and his quarrels to publick 
ridicule. Other men differ, and are reconciled in 
fecret; but the contention of authors is ftudi- 
oufly carried on in the moft open manner, and 
they cut each other to pieces, like prize-fighters, 
for the diverfion of the reft of the world. 

The great fuccefs of one or two giant fatyrifts, 
of tranfcendant abilities, has tempted almoft every 
puny witling to imagine that fame and infamy are at 
his difpofal. He gives you to underftand, that, 
unlefs you pay due homage to his extraordinary 
Genius, your name ftiall be regiftered in the black 
fcroll of difgrace; and he ftands, like a fretful 
porcupine, ready to dart his quills at all that make 
him angry. There are, however, a few confide-* 
rations, not unworthy the attention of a writer fo 
fubjeft to irritability. He may, undoubtedly, be 
of infinite confcquence to himfeif : every man, 
efpecially every author, is fo : but it is ten to one 
if he is of equal confequence to the publick : his 
works indeed, if they are the refult of Genius, may 

engage 
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engage their attention ; but his private difFerences 
will mcft probably be thought impertinent. I do 
not know a more ridiculous circumftance than a 
couple of fcribblers, both big with vanity, calling 
each other fool and blockhead. It is exa£lly the 
fcenc of Vadius and Triflbtin in Moliere ; which I 
am furprifed that no one, in this age of authors, 
has tranflated for the Englifli ftage,— Another re- 
flexion,, which might curb their head-ftrong 
Pegafus, if he runs riot on the high road of 
fatire, is, that, after all, let him write ever fo 
bitterly, and ever fo well, the publick are candid 
and impartial, and will give him credit no farther 
than he confirms their own fentiments, and echoes 
back their own opinion. Pope himfclfhas not 
been able to rob the eternal butt of liis inveftive, 
Colley .Gibber, of one grain of applaufe that is due 
to him ; and the united efforts of both him and 
Swift, powerful as they were, were levelled in vain 
againft Dryden, Vanburgh, Steele, and I will not 
add Addifon. The beft anfwer that an author can 
make to another who calls him dull (that dreadful 
fentcnce !) is to write as well as he can j and if he is 
not able to confute him that way, he becomes his 
own fatirift. £ut the chief confideration, which 
fliould abate the feverity of irritated writers, is, 

the 
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the danger of failing in their attempt. To maim 
and murder reputations, to hack and hew, and 
gafh at random, is^ indeed, what any butcherly 
fcribbler may attempt; but to keep up the fine 
edge of true fatire, requires a very mafterly hand : 
and if his fatire proves uncouth, and his execution 
coarfe,- it turns back with ten-fold force upon 
himfelf, and fattens on him the odious imputation 
of malice without wit, and envy without abi- 
litieSr 

But the worft Confequence flowing from this ill 
blood between the writers of our times, is^ that it 
difcourages many men, ' poiTeft of noble talents, 
from exerting them in the caufe of literature. 
Fearful of being engaged in this illiberal war- 
fare, they will not venture to commit their pieces 
to the prefs. They would patiently abide the cor- 
region of faircritieifm, but do not care to provoke 
unmannerly cenfures^ — In this temper of mind the 
following Knes feem to have been written : at leaft; 
it was the pcrufal of them which threw me into 
the above vein of refleflion. Having read them 
feveral times over with pleafure, I was inclined to 
try their effedl upon my readers, efpecially as I 
cannot difcover in them a line that appears to be 
ptrfonaL 
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EPISTLE TO A FRI£ND. 



Tr\0, ftudy more— dac»d that Siren^ Eafe, 



Whofe fatal diatms are muid'fdas wlule tfaey 

pkafcr 
** Wit's fcanty ftreamw will fret tReir channel irj, 
** If learning's fpring withhold the frcfli fopply. 
*' Turn leaf by leaf gigantick volumes o'er, 
*' Nor blufh to know how antients wrote before. 
** Why not, fome times, regale admiring friends 
*' With Greek and Latin fprinklings, odds and ends ^ 
*' Exert your talents ; read, and read to write ! 
** As Horace fajrs, mix profit with delight.'* 

V 

'Tis rare advice : but I am flow to mend, 
Tho* ever thankful to my partial friend : 
Full of ftrange fears— for hopes are banilh'd all— • 
I lift' no more to Phoebus* iacred call, 
Sxtiit with the Mufe, 'tis true, I fought her charms ;. 
But came no champion, clad in cumb'rous arms. 
To pull each rival monarch from his throne. 
And fwear no lady Clio like my own. 
All unambitious of fuperior praife. 
My fond amufement alk'd a ijprig of bays. 
Some little fame for ftringing harmlefs verfe. 
And e'en that little fame has prov'd a curfe ; 
Hitch'd into rhime, and dragg'd through muddy profe, \ 

By butcher criticks, worth's confcd'rate foes. 

If 
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If then the Mafe bo more ihall ftrive to pleafe, 
Luird in the hapf^/ lethargy of ea& ; 
If, unadvent'rotts, fhe forbear^ ftng. 
Nor take one thought to plume hep ruffled wing ; 
'Tis that (he hates^ howe'er by nature vain^ 
The,fcucril Qonfenfe of a venal train. 
When defp'rate robbers, ifiuing from the waile* 
Make fuch rude inroads on the land of tafte. 
Genius gjows fick beneath the Gothick rage> 
Or feeks her laurels from feme worthier age* 

As for Myfelf, I own the pfefeat charge; 
Lazy and lounging, I confefs at large : 
Yet Safe, perhaps, may loofe her filken chains^ ' ' 
And the next hour become an hour of pains. 
We write, we read, we a6l, we think, by fitsi 
And follow all things as the humour hits ; 
For of all pleafures, which the world can bring. 
Variety — O ! dear variety's the thing ! 
Our learned Coke, from whom we fcribblers draw 
All the wife Didums of poeticklaw> 
Lays down this truth, from whence my maxim fpllows, 
(See Horace, Ode Dec. 5<;rf.— the cafe Apollo's) 
The God of Verfe difclaims a plodding wretch, 
*' Nor keeps his bow for «vcr on the flretch." 



I z However 
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However great my tliirft 6f lioneft fame« 
I bow with rev'rence to each lettered name ; 
To worthy where'er it be, with joy fubmit. 
But own no curfl monopolies of wit. 
Nor think, my friend, if I but rarely quote, - 
And little reading ihines through what I've wrote. 
That I bid peace to ev*ry learned ihelf, 
Becaufe I dare form judgments for myfelf. 
>-*Oh ! were it mine, with happy fidll to look 
Up to the ONE, the Universal Book ! 
Open to all— to him, to me, to you, 
—For Nature's open to the general view- 
Then would I fcorn the ancients' vaunted flore. 
And boaft my thefts, where they but robb'd before. 

Mean while with them, while Grecian founds impart 
Th'eternal paffions of the human heart, 
Burfting the bonds of eafe and lazy reft, 
I feel the flame mount aftive in my bread ; 
Or when, with joy, I turn the Roman page, 
I live, in fancy, in th' Augustan age I 
Till feme dull Bavius' or a Msvius' name» 
Damn'd by the Muse to everlafdng fame. 
Forbids the mind in foreign climes to roam. 
And brings me back to oar owA fools at home. 



THE 
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I II S^ui vUaftrvartt mania rt8o 

Mf§rei bonus faug vicinust tmahUis bofpeSf 
Comh in uxoremf fojfet qui ignofarg fervisf 
Mtfifno UJo non infanirt lagena* Hot^ 

In ev^ry walk of life his condufl fcaa. 

Good Humour^ frank and honeft, marks the man t , . 

Good neighboury good ^ompanion^ huiband kiad| 

And to a feryant^s failings often blind ; 

Ne'er payingi by a fottiih phrenxy Ud^ 

^ broken bottle with a broken hea^* 

/^F all the qualifications of the mind, which are 
^^ not pofitive virtues, I do not know any that 
is more defirable than Good Humour. No quality 
renders the poflTeflbr more eafy and happy in himfelf, 
or recommends him more forcibly to other people. 
Virtue itfelf receives additional luftre, abates the 
rigid feverity of its ^charafier, and takes its mofl: 
ravifhing graces and embellifhments from fuch a 
difpofition J a difpoiition fo amiable in its nature^ 
I 3 thj^t 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ii8 The GENIUS. N9 XH. 

that even a man of \o6k principfes, yfhen 6? fo 
agreeable a turn, often conciliates to himfelf many 
friends and Well-wi(hers. The men at kaft allow 
that he is. a pleafant fellow^ court his company, 
and account him no-body's enemy but his own ; 
while the women call him a dear agreeable creature, 
and declare that though, to be fure, he is a wild 
devil, it is quite impofljble to be angry with him# 
It is hardly faying too much in favour of this 
quality, to aflert that it is one of the firft i«eqtiifites 
in fociety : for though ftridl honour and integrity 
are of mone efientia} valire in ike grand purposes of 
human life ', yet Good Humour, like fmall money, 
is of more immediate ufe in the common t:om- 
merce of the world. There is no fituation in life, 
no engagement in bufi^efs, or party of pteafure, 
wherein it will ilot contribute to mitigate difap- 
pointments, or heighten enjoyment. A hu&and, 
friend, acquaintance, matter, or even fervant, 
however faithful or aiFe6Honate, will occafion 
inany miferable hours to bimfelfy its well a& te tbofe 
with whom be is conneSed, if hie virt-ues are 
not feafoned with Good Humour; and whefcber he is 
a psfftner for Ufe, or a partner in a coufttry- 
dance, an afTociate in great and migb^ itnddrtak^ 
W&h ov a companion in a poft-^dhaKej he ihouMi 
' ' ' Oft 
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on ^rery occafion, cberifli and keep alive this 
agreeable difpofition. 

Some perfons may almoft be faid* to be of a good- 
humoured complexion, and feem to be conftituti- 
•onally endued wkh this amiable tu^n of mind : a 
bleffing, for which they may thank heaven with 
the fame kind of gratitude that he ought to feel, 
who experiences the comfortsof being born in a de« 
lightful and temperate climate. My fellow-coun- 
try-meo, I think, are many of them deficient in 
that airy pleafantnefs, and chearful temper, that 
diftinguiihes this quality : and as our climate, while 
it anfwers all the purpofes of ufe and plenty, 
yet feldom affords us blue (kies, or tempts us to cool 
grots and purling ftreams, to lie down on the damp 
grafs, ^r to thofe other rural delights fo often, 
mentioned by the poets ; fo the Englilh themfelves, 
though ' overflowing with humanity and benevo- 
lence, fufFer clouds of gloomy thojughts to 'come 
lOVtt their minds, and, however they muft be al- 
lowed to be ^ood-natured^ are feldom remarkable 
for being good-humoured. Yet this -half- virtue is 
^worth cultivation, as it beftows new charms on 
that real one. Good Humour is the fair-weather 
rof the foul, that calms the turbulent gufts of paflion, 
.and diflTufes a perpetual gladnefs and ferenity^ over 
I 4 the 
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the heart ; and he that finds his temper naturally 
inclined to break out into fudden burfts of fret- 
fulnefs and ill-humour, ihould be as much upon 
his guard to reprefs the ftorm, that is for ever 
beating in his mind, as to fence againft the incle- 
mencies of the feafon. We are naturally attached 
even to animals that betray a foftnefs of dlTpofition. 
We arQ pleafed with the aukward fondnefs and fi* 
delity of a dog : Montaigne could difcover agree- 
able mufick in the good-humoured purring of his 
cat ; and, though our modern grooms and jockies 
beftow all their attention on make, colour, eyes, 
and feet, yet the beft writers on horfemanfhip con- 
fider a gopd temper ^s one of the beft qualities in a 
horfe. 

We fhould be the more attentive to encourage 
and preferve this pleafing quality, becaufe many 
people lofe it by little and little in the progrefs of 
their lives. The thoughts of intereft frequently 
proves a growing ruft and canker in the mind ; 
and the many troubles and embarraflm^nts at- 
tending worldly purfuits often four the temper, 
and entirely deftrpy the fpirit of chearfulnefs and 
Good Humour that prevailed in the artlefs and ui^-- 
defigning feafon of our youth. I do not know a 
inor^ difagreeable companion, than a man, whQ, 

having 
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having fet out in life with vaft and vain hopes of 
advancement, together with a mighty confcioufnefs 
of his own merit, has not been able to fuftain 
thefliock of difapp6intment, but has permitted his 
misfortunes to embitter his difpofition. Such a 
man overflows with gall on every occafion, and 
difcharges the fpleen, that rifes within him, on all 
his fellow-creatures. He difturbs the peace of the 
family to which he belongs, and poifons the hap- 
pinefs of every company to which he is admitted. 
But the difquiet that he brings with him, where- 
ever he comes, is nothing but an evidence of his 
own mifery and weaknefs of foul. How much 
more is he to be imitated, who meets the flrokes of 
fortune with an even temper, who fuiFers neither 
reproach nor diftrefs to ruffle his Good Humour, and 
i^, as Hamlet defcribes his friend, <^ As one, in 
fufFering all, that fuffers nothing !" Life is like a 
game at backgammon ; and if an unlucky throw 
comes, i^Q muft make the befl; of it, and play on 
without grumbling at our ill luck : but who would 
venture to fit down to the table with a man who 
could not bear an adverfe caft without turning over 
the board in a fury, and throwing the dice-box at 
the head of his companion? The charafler of 
pir Thomas More, though peculiarly illuftrious for 

unihaken 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iM The genius. NV> XII. 

sn&aken integrity, was in no inftaiiGe more winning 
and amiable than io.true pkafantry and Good Hu<i- 
snotir. His cbearAil behaviour on the fcaffbld^ 
and in every particular relative to his death, is fa^ 
miliar to all ; but there is no circumftance in which 
the evennefs of his mind is more truly delineated^ 
than in his behaviour to his family on his. refigna- 
tion of the Chancellorfliip. The way in which he 
difcovered it to his wife befpoke the moft genuine 
Good Humour. When he went out of churjch^ it 
was always ufual for fome of his officers to go 
to his lady and acquaint her of his departure : but 
theSunday after his reiignation, be went himfelf up 
to her pew, and, bowing» gravely faid^ ^^ Madam^ 
My Lard is goneJ"^ She, who was accuftomed to 
the facetioufnefs of his manner, did not imm^edi* 
ately comprehend his meaning; but on his ex- 
plaining the matter to her, as they went home, ihe 
began to upbraid him for his fhameful inattention 
to his intereft; upon which, without being at all 
difconcerted by this conjugal leSure, he took oc- 
cafion to turn the difcourfe, by finding fault with 
fome part of her drefs. — This abfolute command of 
temper, and pleafant vein, Js furely to /be envied^ 
and he who fees the goods of fortune fall from 
him, not only without ihaking his fortitude, but alio 

without 
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^tbont abating the gaiety of hjs heart, may fairly 
be faid to poiTefs an uncomoioa (hare of Good ' 
Humour. 

Su&LY is a man of an eafy fortune, humane and ' 
benevdent in his nature, and, as Dogberry fay^, 
<' honeft as the (kin between his brows ;" but he 
has ccmtrsiSttd a kind of habitual peevifhncfs, and 
every conrmion occafion of life affords him matter 
©f offoace. The inftant he rifes in the mornings , 
iie is difquieted with the appearance of the weather, 
afrd pours forth execrations on the climate ; and 
when ireiits down to breakfaft, the water is fmoaked, 
the butter rank, the bread heavy, the news-paper 
dull and infipid, and his fervant fulky or imper- 
tinent : yet all the while, he has no malice in 
bis mind, and means no harm to any creature in 
the world. He has a thoufand good qualities, 
which the quicknefs of his temper concerts into 
petulance and ill humour. He is a great lover of 
wit, but cannot bear the leaft piece of pleafantry 
on bimfelf ; and the moft innocent jeft touches hitn 
to the quick. He will heftow twenty pounds in 
an adt of dharity, or do the kindeft offices to 
ferve an acquaintance in diftref^, and the next mo- 
ment quarrel with his friend for difturbing his 
^fle^aion by bumming an opera-tune. Thus 
4 Surly 
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SitJRLY lives, much efteemed, and little beloved $ 
and though every body thinks well of him, there 
arc very few that care to cultivate his acquaintance. 

But if the want of Good Humour is fo confpi- 
cuous in a man, of how many charmp does it 
deprive one of the other fex ! foftnefs is their dif- 
tinguiihing charaderiftick ; but though, like milk, 
they are naturally fmooth, yet, like milk, they 
create particular difguft when they turn four* No 
female charader is more ofFenfive than a Shrew j and 
the impolite fpirit of the Englifh law has provi^e4 
very rough treatment for termagants, and pre- 
pared the fevereft difcipline for the cure of a fcold. 
The greateft reproach on an old maid, that cha- 
rader fo much dreaded and ridiculed in the female 
world, is her ill humour; and croflhbfs is the 
worft part of a prude. On . the contrary. Good 
Humour, like the Ceftus, encircles the fair one with 
new beauties, and is an antidote to the ravages of 
age and the fmall-pox. It is the beft part of the 
portion with a virtuous wife, and a moft amiable 
feature in the face of a Queen, 

Among our own fex, there is no race of men more 
apt to indulge a fpirit of acrimony, and to remit 
their natural Good Humour, than authors. They • 
come abroad, indeed, with a confummate fel£- 

fatisfadion 
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fatisfaaion and delight 5 but the leaft (hock given 
to their vanity taints the mind, and converts all 
their pleafantry to rancour. The flame of emu- 
lation often kindles into enyy ; and thcfe mct- 
tlefome gentlemen prefs fo furjoufly onward to 
the goal of fame, that they are fometimes driven to 
the neceffity of joftling one onother in the couife. 
For my part, I virould rather chufe to coniider 
myfelf on a journey than in a race ; and furely it 
is better and pleafanter to jog on in an cafy 
trot, regardlefs who is left behind, or who is gone 
before, than to whip and fpur a jaded Genius, 
and, in the heat of furious fpleen and blind rage, 
to be carried perhaps on the wrong fide of the 
poft. 

Good Humour is the happieft ftate of mind 
for a writer, as well as for every other man. Why 
Ihould an author fufFer every hornet of the prefs to 
ruffle his temper, or dip his pen in gall, and prepare 
wormwood draughts to fweeten the ill blood of a 
cotemporary { He that caufelefly and malignantly 
traduces another, writes a libel on himfelf ^ as the 
highwayman, who makes an attack upon the 
road, is, in fa£t, a greater enemy to himfelf than to 
the harmlefs traveller : fuch a poor wretch, we 
know, as well as the reft of the gang, will be 

brought 
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brought to juftice fooner or later; but no body 
cares to have their deaths lie at his own door. At 
for the GENIUS, though be ventures to become 
a Cenfor^ he will never defcend to the office of £x* 
ccutioner. Even the Mufe of Satire ibould poffefa 
her graces ; and her produdions, like the Sweet* 
brier, fhould delight and refrefh the fenfes. by 
their fragrance, while they are armed for our - 
annoyance, tf we cannot exercifc the inftruments 
of wit, we can at leaft lay by the weapons of 
oflfence and ill nature; and the candour of the 
Britifli Publick will alwap countenance the 
fainteft efibrts to railly the reigning vices and 
foibles of the age with chearfulncfs, plcafantry, 
and Good Humour, 



The 
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»Corp9re in utt$ 



Friglda pugnahant calidisf bitmentiajicchf 

MoUlaium durisy Jintfondere babentia ponduu 

JJanc Dius tt melior litem natura dirtmk* v t ir« 

In the fanoe mafs did hot, cold,, moift and dry. 
The fof( and hard, the light and heavy vie j 
Till aJl thefe jarring elements at ftrifc 
' Nature and Heav'n composed, and caird to life. 

'TpALKING the other evening with a friend, 
who is Ibmewhat of a philofophical turn, and 
loves to deal in abftrufe fpeculations, he fell 
by degrees into a whimfical vein, and endeafvoured 
to amufe himfelf and me by confidering phyfically, 
not to fay metaphifically, the probable caufes to 
which the ftrange diverfities of temper and under- 
ftanding among mankind are owing« At one tiihe 
he fuppofed, that feveral fortuitous circumflances 
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at our birth might produce this variety j and that 
fuch an accident as the dilation or cooipreffionof 
the head by the band of the nurfe or the midwife, 
might determine the infant's future qualities^ and 
mould a hero out of a coward ; or fqueeze a poet, 
or a philofopher, into a fool. He had alfo fome 
conceits about the Homunculusy which, however, 
I ihall not preiume to explain at prefent, as a re- 
verend friend of mine, who is deeply verfed . in 
thofe ftudies, has promifed to oblige me with a 
diftin£l paper on that fubje£fc. He then confidered 
the notions of planetary influence j according to 
which, all the various actions and difpofitions of 
the human fpccies are governed folely by the ftars. 
On this occafion, he aflured me, that an eminent 
aftronomer of his acquaintance was very fatal at 
cafting nativities ; and, moreover, that the late re- 
volution in the miniftry was abfolutely foretold laft 
year in Partridge's Almanack, He dweU a little on 
the fuppofition of the ftubborn race of mortals 
being formed from the ftones thrown, as is related 
by Ovid, over the heads of Deucalion and Pyrrha. 
From thence he made a quick tranfition to that 
kindi'ed Hypothefis, which fuppofes, that our frames 
are kneaded out of clay ; in purfuance of which, 
he thought, it was natural to imagine, that the 

affeftions 
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fSfir^lftJart together; zhi^'m^ i^itd^'m^^^ 

taH^ dil^bffeffihg 'my ffirid' bT'tHof^-fdeas',^^-fk^ 

opitiea' anil enhrg^y liijr KiiSiihjftfinib'purRie^^tfiient^^ 

ffiil furtHer.'— tte geii?!^ V^tff ^i^ ftiaom, kveiife tcr^ 

accompanying 'Ae geft fife" 'vt^r iter in his fluthfi^s*;^' 

\^herefdre Ir &att vehVure fo rc my dreami^'^^^^'^ 

2^.2 --j'i^ :;:;■." -•'r>-*> <r;;:fi ; .- _'■ ^,j^>wQ*^-1^ 

1 was icarce aileep, when I fana^d jmyfelf to be ^ 

tfapfporte<{on ajudden to the verzc of" the Gulph' 

of Chap^ ; wbere, ,by^tne , jtr^nfi^nj glimmqringl 

of ah interrupted lights w^hich ^no3y ^anct then, 

flafhed upon me, I faw the ^otir EJements lying irt 

confufion on the , boundjefs deep,, "Vi^her^in,, ai 

Milton has defqrijbed it, 

—Holi ColiJ)/M<<ft, !M»d Dry, Four Champions fierce, . ^ : 
S rive /or the Maft'ry, and to Battle bring , . ., 

'Tlicif'embryon Atoms. 

Voit^L K I was 

..•■•.■.-.ski." 
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I was much afFe&ed with the horror of my iittt- 
ation, and expected every moment to be plunged 
ten thoafand fathom deep into the gu]{A that \vf 
:ri»ffore me, when there emerged from the waves, if 
' 1 may fa call them, of this elemental ocean, a 
B^^MDf a mild and benevoknt afpe^l, who,' after 
landing on an eminence at fome difiance, beckoned 
me towards hhn with a fort of Caditcetis, which 
lie held in his hand, and which was formed in the 
&ape of a Lizard, to fignify that be was a friend to 
^iankijti.d* My fear bad deprived me of all power 
of motion; but the power of hts rod drew mc 
infenfibly to his fide,, as it were by a charm. His 
j)erfon was manly and noble : a ferene chearfulnefs 
was diffufed over his countenance ; his garment was , 
thrown loofely over him, fomewhat after the 
liaihion of a Herald's Coat ; and on the four quarters 
of it were delineated the figures of the Mole, the 
"Whale, the Salamander, and the Camdion,^ as 
fymbols of the Four Elements, over which, as it 
appeared, he prefided. 

My fon! faith he, I am the Genius of the 
Elements. In the vaft abyfs now before us lie all 
the future race of Mankind, as it were, in em- 
brio. It is the bufinefs of certain fpirits, over 
which I prefidei to kUS( from thence the crude 

materials. 
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niBterials^ of which all Human Beings are com* 
pdfed. You, I know, are curious not only to en« 
quire into the various difpofitions of your fellow- 
creatures, but to invcftigate the caufes, to which 
their different manners and principles arc owing. 
Thefe caufes I am now going to declare to you 5 
wherefore attend ! 

Every Mortal is compofed of the Four Elements, 
but not in equal proportions, nor each mortal in 
the fame degrees with another. On the contrary^ 
men are, feverally, more or lefs agitated with this 
or that paffion, or animated with a greater or 
fmaller proportion of Genius, according to the 
nature of the particular Element that predominates 
in their frame ; which prevailing Element, whether 
it be Earth, Water, Air, or Fire, creates the Ruling 
Paffion, and influences every circumftance of their 
lives. 

In yonder quarter, continued the Genius, are 
formed the fons and daughters of Earth ; thofe 
mortals, I mean, who take their exiftence chiefly 
' from that Element. Thefe are, for the moft 
part, of a heavy and inanimate difpofition, of 
groveling fouls and dull minds, and may be rather 
faid to vegetate than to live. A few, and very few 
of the Female Sex are compofed of this Element; 
K z and 
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caterpillars, who earout the fubftai|5^p£>qtb^F£^j^v 
cxtQCtifti*jild-.t^«it;f.^^ - FfQautWs:BIemciit,alfo are 
f'Vbricatcii fb^, r*icp of ^^up.id .Wticks^ and heavy. 
commentatpt^j hllf-E)^ilpfQplve;:3» .<yxtireklgkifii^ij(^ 
Jr^, ?]ictaphj^(ipiaji|> ^r^n^d.^jpuddling,.. pcJitidaiu^j^^ 
together^ witi| E}ie,jvbiQle JribiB .0/ wretched ^fcijbif^ 
WcrSj whom your cpu()tr^m^jgi bav.c fp- .pro|»^lyj 
^irtlnsiLii filed by the^denomkiatiprj of. Grubs*, ,ThjB^ 
paVtT^^s of '■ which:, thefe mQrtaU . arif,:--fQumed,f}: 
weigh down their minds,, and previent theic foaring^ 
to apj thing Ipfty or fublinie s^/or ^Jie fame reafop^ 
that fathers, according to the principle of that f^] 
motts chancellor Lord Coke, cannot take an eftate 
byliiheritance from their fons, yiz. lecaufe Lafid^ or , 
Earthy l^etng cf a teavy, natur/^ cannot oJcen(L Therc^ 
are, however, among mortals of this terrene com- 
pofitfoh^ (ottiQ who pofTefs folid parts and found qn-^, 
rferftan^ings; and many, whofe minds are. not 
barreii t)r tinfruitfi^l, if they labour to improve ' 
tliem by due cultivation/ ^ - 
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^ tOi^, the iralvbsrafe ritatiLatei^aid^tb^ vG^^^9, 
^Rxlqtiiijgiaiiirotfcci]:. quftcter, arq. cjc^^ed :thl^.p^£t 
"bf ItfacTl&iBianciineies, .whaidrftw^,:rteeiix- Ufe .^nd 
•beUig-fifajiu\M)ft«ri'v TJ^ft^*** OQia«Joj|ly.f<H%nd to 
^"^ctM^znipkhgi^Aitick in!tii^i]b4irpoBti.on| i^en^ 

\jihder .the;:iia|noJ: ,irf.:^at<tjw W¥irjeJJ¥^^n?S» ^ff^ 
-damp; the jgenero*i& w^)ntJ>,af;:y^Hth,(;ief|^ef& thp 
-ardour of ::entdrpd»e^ . *od ; .q.ue|iijfc, tji^~ %*(V?' ^of 
^G©Aru$.5 (Won»n% ^who.fifli»^:<;r.y ♦jwyft tljfjy, pleafc-^ 
:ibsktng fots, v^rfaoAre % ev€r t^p^Qi^fth^jrcl^ 
SiU'thejr gr<)Woin»tidlin aA^hqijPj, li^Hgrs^l-^^.^l^fl^ 
•Jo'vers, whof:wIjmjei:stwjiy) ^c^r-4^ys,^i^^efpa^,.. tiU 
')at laft ttey tikejcte Lover^rrXirap.injtp $hf ir feft4re4 
ifea,^ oc drown like. blind4)^qppif^; :.ia_RoGin;iQn(H« 
J^ond } tragick aiithfiw »iid;a<Slor^^ s^f| ^KSMJ^.t ^f^ 
vmd draw tears, froni jiojeyiefe bufcitfceif.ojj^ft r^^j^g 
rthefb. owe' their . origin: to. Wa|ei^-i7£>£^9^9^ %1)^ 
/watry fouls, there are indeed iQWdfeiWk jb^t-ii»^jfj)^ 
^oiifidered ^as^cfalutiferousiii^ribigfl^ HbMI^ \XN\SiT 
<iicial to^ their felicw^crtatut!BS^a«n9iikd4ioblQjrib(f^'9» 
'WhiCh str^aa orna«aent, las 'wbllvas-ibl^ffiogV. t9 
■the countryjchcough. which they paiii^ <\.l.,. 

Ndw^faid the. Genius j;.rairing. bis >hwai tlirn 

yourieye^ arpwiJrd,. and;, behold thev.rcgioa'>fr^m 

TWhence,4Jiey.'iiIte their J3dingi!-wh«r.ai:f bamjofei 

K 3 vchiefly 
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chiefly of Air. Thefe are in general of a light and 
volatile difpofition ', often fed 'With vain hopes, and 
pleafed with empty trifles. Hence are derived the 
gay race of beaux and fops, who flutter, like but- 
terflies, about the polite world $ and in this airy 
fphere are formed coquettes, jilts, and thofe females, 
who are enraptured with romance, or eternally 
dying with the vapours. Hence defcend poets, pro- 
jeflors, and caftle* builders without number, who 
feem to be perpetually endeavouring to climb up 
to the region from whence they came ; and the long 
train of dependants, who feem to have almoft 
learnt to live, like the Camelion, on their native 
element, the Air. Hence come the light troop of 
Eflayifts, Pamphleteers, Sonneteers, Epigrammatifts, 
Cjff. whofe produflions have their beginning in Airl- 
and end in Fire. Of this Element too are com- 
pofed fome daring fouls, who take their bold flight, 
like eagles, and foar to the nobleft heights ; though 
never without being followed for a time with a 
multitude of crows, choughs, and ravens, who 
purfue them with hoarfe and diflbnant cawings^ 
and difturb earth and heaven with their clamour. 
Laftly, continued the Genius, behold the bright 
diftri£l where thofe mortals are formed, who are 
compofed principally of Fire. Thefe are, for the 

moft 
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fnoft part, of a warm and paffionate nature ^ 
amongft whom the virtues and vices are to be 
found in their extremes. Here too you may find 
men of hot heads, and ladies of warm conftitutions. 
Hence comes the termagant, who is all rage 
and fury, and the hero, who is all glory and 
gunpowder. Hence alfo comes the Spirited race of 
bucks, bloods, libertines, and freethinkers. Hence 
too ai£ derived many of thofe glorious and fublime 
fages, heroes, princes, poets, and philatbphers^ 
whofe Genius throws a luftre all around them, 
And who feem to be placed, like beacons, amidft 
the human (pecies^ to hold forth lijghts to the reft 
of the world. 

Happy, faid the G£KX0S, is he, who has learnt 
to temper the irregularities of his frame, fo as to 
prevent the evil effeds of the Element that prevails 
in his compofition I Happier (UU is that man, in 
whom the Elements are mixed in thcaeareftju'O* 
|>orCion to each other. 

At tbefc words, whether from fadden neife, ftif- 
ficient «cft, a defire to reply, or from what other 
ctak 1 kaowiiot>— rl awoke» 
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Jt: ::* \".'\ ''^ '?: -/.iv, ^-Mxt -jr.; L:.;. ,-;■. : i'"*. 
Inurlday, December 31, lyoa, 

t(..: ''. :-"*;. /^ :■•■.'•'*,■ oic.fi I0 vm; ./. i> ••:■'!■ ' Tf. 00^ 

,.:.*-'. ;. :•. :^ ^.'\ o^i;^* t <//•:•.;•; /ui.i'c) ::lOf;v^ 
^ Te/Zor Sabinos : S(u mibi fngidum , 

Seu liquids flacuere^ Aim, * KtiK, 15 '? ^O 

_ . , S>YcctMu(fs, y9urs\ all pours' iflL.tovJtti. o.. o --5 

Yours' to the Country, I go dow^ j| , , 

Whither iTiamcs, l5ee/'or roclcy Tweed, ' ' - 

*-' > -^^rl^A^H'swinn^prljrgstnyVincyMeid^i'T^-'^ ^-'1 "^ 



rc-,»itt* 



Tl A T H, and Tunbridge^ Artff ^ (JKeltenfiati, 
/•rr' valid .Scerboroughj and ^^tbc. other: Wiltfering 
:;ilkc$$.:Qf abU .kiqgdjQim> ;ai«boiigh many; \n6hs 
diftant from the mt\s(999kK^'B^^^^'^!^^^to:^^^^^^ 
to be brought within the compafs of a day's 
journey, even in this age pf expedition, when 

the 
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{imtf'j^t\h&>\\x9i^^'i con£deredi av.places of publick 
< idiycrfi<»E^ bel^l^gipg^/Cothe towir. The Rooms in ho 
r > wife. ; ir?ifemy^ ; '^Qt^r cwntry . alTemblip^ wbefe 
rth« ^uir^.cqmi^andf.iefppft, ao4 derives addiiion>l 
^^Wthority:. frpin being ii? thi^ coo^mifliofl of ;Ube 
v^eace; and the ^ bills arc quite in? a diffepoiit 
HilC'frooif.a dance at the affixes, where '(he ald^'f- 
-Chens' wives and daughters ietofF with the newdft 
^^atteras, from London, are admitted .to ^cop a 
Lcurtfy to the ladies of the reprcfcntatiVcs fpt the 
-town or country^ or, perhaps, . even to the Lady 
\ liieutcnant., On the contrary, the company of thefe 

plates, n^ake. up the fame fajitaftical medley, nay, 
v^onftfh of the very fame perfons as occafionaUy 
vcompofe the groupe in the places of . entertain- 
^meqt in and .about London ; and while w^ ti^, 
, fure to encountqr the well-known faces that haunt 

fevery houfe and" garden wbofo doors are thrown 

open to receive thcm^ ^notwithftanding the real 
- diftance, we can fcarce fuppofeourfelves beyoud the 

limits/of tb«, bill* tcf mortality, any more than 
-we are* apt td- fancy oirrfelves out of town, when 
? we hav^ -jiift got* off the ftoncs towards VauxbaU 
.. or^ilaacia^i''"- • • '• » - ■* / ■ '•' -.■- -'^ 
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In this light, at Ieaft» I was tempted to con-* 
fider this matter ia a late trip to Bath— 'with 
Uiis only difference: in town, the company. is 
brought together for a few hours only ; and though 
fome may have repaired thither on foot, fome in 
equipages decorated with bloody hands and co- 
ronets, and others in coaches diftinguiihed by 
fquare plates of painted tin, yet, on their fepara- 
tion, who can tell what becomes of his late afib* 
ciates, any more than where they came from ? At 
Batht and the like places, each perfon may be faid 
not only to exhibit himfelf for a time, but even to 
live in publick. He refides in a houfe of glafs, 
and all his words, adlions, pleafurcs, and at- 
tachments, are known to the wiiok circle of the 
little world he inhabits. Neither my lord, nor my 
lady, who difdain to fin in private* nor the petty 
trefpafier, who loves to be fnis|; in his offences, - 
are exempt fron^ obfervatton. Almoft every body 
<Icfcanls on the characters of others, and almoft 
every body expofes his own. It is a kind of ge- 
neral hab or noi, or give and take, as Shakefpeare 
Explains the phrafe, between all the good com- 
pany* The old, the young, the rich, the poor, the 
fick, the well, Englifli, French, Germans, Swifs, 
and Italians, all live here together^ as it were, in 
I -^ one 
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Me famiiy ; and with as little emotion of mutttri* 
concern or regard^ as thofe who are really of one 
family, commonly have for each other. 

Bath no more owes its entire fupport to mere in«> 
valids, than the universities are filled with real ftu- 
dents i or than the Temple coffee- houfes are totally 
maintained by lawyers that have bu(inefs,or Child'^ 
and Batfon's by phyficians that have pra£tlce* If 
every faunterer in the Pump- Room was to be 
ftri£ily interrogated concerning the motive of his 
coming thither, or the manner of his paifing his 
time there, diffipation, play, and intrigue, would 
appear to' have drawn after them a larger retinue 
than the gout or the cholick, A perfon, who is 
fond of taking an edimate of manners and prin- 
ciples, might find here much matter of fpecula- 
tion. For my own part, being too poor to game, 
too well to drink the waters, too dull, or too briflc, 
too wife, or too foolifh, too infenfible, or too what 
you will, to fall in love, 1 remained an idle fpec- 
tator of the bufy fcene before me ; and like a dull 
geographer, without pretending to account for 
the nature of the foil, or to difcover the feveral 
fprings and mines that lay undernejith, I contented 
myfelf with taking a curfory furvey of the place. 
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ktift'dt^Illg'6tft' ji tiiap from wbkrftpp^^4noclie 

Bft«^ofT^fe«)aiwry; ' - . ■• - ^ ^ r.-j^aoi 

It afFords^ufidatttP matter of congratulgticasi^ 

^t^A^tJie^Jf ^XJiT<aidcs,aj&d tUMkti ^i^at kilfeA 
^jjpij^firi/c^Ji^a tbef4j.pl^^^^ .as ivdl as fi?Qni:>tbQ miif'- 
gq:MWl<JlQr0jrf ridotio* ..There are ftillj. itifiitrtte; tp 
l^e, jQHa4-qfwfiri4l hungry .cprwor^ixrs^. .^agen: tfi 
^<ed,ton»;,tbe iiignoraut.or, luiwary ; and.fiuidi^iw.'to 
:«t^l|a i^ipftthpoppprtunities ariitng from t^i^ pr^ 
,.fTTiA;uqH& mj^tvxe qf the. cheat and the dupft, -the 
jl^^]^man anditheihalrper. . They, howevep,- who 
«yaf^;.ijii(e%k e^npughjto fall a .prey to thefe (harks of 
j{oC{i«^y, ^re the left, to be pitied, a^ they fcem to 
^l^y^te thiemfelves to deftruSion with their. eyos 
^open. TiiQ .Qh^raSers. .of thefe vagrant: g^^^ilers 
^re geaeflaHy notorious. He, therefore^ .vtrho. Keo^- 
,,Uire$ bis- )hund):eds againft the laft ftake of ft 
;^}i^W» Inborn hs; would not adipit into his houfq^ 
,0^'0)o^k:tp, but acrofs the card-table, furely Ux^^ 
4iimfelf to be robbed, while he feels the band^cf 
4hc :cut<-purfe in his pocket j and has no more 
arigbttopoinplain of ill treatment,, than if jtie l)a<^ 
»d©fce«4pd;to play, with link-boys, and pick pockelp 
. ^ii.ajBight cellar, _ . -^ , _ ,_ _ :^: . , ■ 
!• .4 'Far 
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ouf r^jCQ^^f^ f Ilie:i»volurttr9ri;y:'^o?^«?iife ^ict^mdt 
demefe.': R^lbciv ,tb0r$fpr^,vrwpjild I; a3n30©iHtq 
tkefd Jwctt.tiSifleKy iit tKe /uppbfcd;wx3hJsr.Df.Ca*toJ 
tociDofdemapi* *? ilsu . i/^i ho :.ti^y:L.iet^'ui A'^rwu^c 
/A«i^:f^>in2<irdct to wbfebi ;l^:rthm. ial^flairivfjoiftta 

a§4:5 fa*i«fis&«g <tf h Jincte,^ .arid joi nmgof. fcnces.'simdPirl 
tke^fcableJ ^, Idlenefs^and curiofity ar^ eiver-^JBertiicD 
wat^h ;.;i^ , Scandal,, like VirgiKs Fame, l)§s fejjj 
ipanjr eyjes as tongues^ It is a maxitn at ^s^lb^^^iiadi 
alt.QthQr.]^blick,]^laces, that when a young §9v^f$t 
b^vebeeii,^ partners at a ball for two nighjs .jg-[* 
gether^' every other point isi fettled between t^g^Ai 
wher€Oii.the banns of marriage, are pablilbe^'iiSttei 
Rqqws, long before the time for their declaratibiau 
aay where elfe.. Making love may be, and^jioi 
doubt. is, a vei:y tengaging. .entertainment tof:tt|fe) 
parties cpncerned j.::but there is no ^{ceiic'liP 
coujTtftrip, Whiqh d6e$iiot, appear extteinely fidf- 
cjik^s in the eyes of an indifferent fpedtator. 
y But 
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But if the rparks of honourable love are^ in thefe 
common haunts of men, to ht thus ea^tiotifljr' 
reprefied from burfting into a bkse, what fliell we 
fay to the unwarrantable ebullitions of the f^irit 
of intrigtie ? If a fine lady, juft broke loofe from 
her huiband, or a warm widow lately relieved from , 
the yoke of matrimony, have a mind to give their 
paffions full play, why need they advertift their in- 
tentions to the whole worlds Or, if a fprigbtly 
young fiellow has fubdued feme frail piece of fe* 
male virtue, is it not cruel to make his >conqUeft 
publick ? In a word, why fliould both parties 
}>refer an open fcorn of virtue and decorum to the 
concealment of their vices ? It would be too rigid 
and unreafonable to debar perfons of fpint en« 
tirely from their pleafures, I would only advife 
them to be temperate and difcreet in the ufe of them. 
The cuckoldly hufband might put hh horns quietly 
into his pocket, if he was not induftrioully pointed 
out for a monfter ; and the world might wink hard 
at female frailties, if they did not provoke atten- 
tion, and peremptorily challenge obfervation. 
Open gallantries are futc to become the fubjed of 
town-tailfc ; and the. rumour of Bath and Tunbridge 
iatrigues is as quickly calculated through the 

beft 
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beft company-, a$ a box on the €ar tndifcreetly 
dealt at Raselagh. 

There is no part of tbefe mixt afiemUieSy which 
I am apt to confider with more compaffion, than 
thofe .unfortunate young females, whofe wife rela* 
tions are fond of carrying them to and fro, from- 
one publick place to another, by way of introducing 
them early to the knowledge of the world, or as the 
means of getting them a hufband. There is, 
indeed, no fituation, where a decent and amiable be- 
haviour in a young lady would be more confpi- 
cuous : but thofe, who have been formed on the 
above-mentioned fyftem of education, have com- 
monly loft all their domeftick graces, without having 
acquired ^ny allurements in exchange for thenf.. 
They know the rules and cuftoms of publick places^ 
without being in the leaft acquainted with the 
manners of the world, which are not to be colleded 
in a giddy life of perpetual difBpation, or learnt 
with the graces of a minuet, and the figure of a 
country dance, or picked up by chance at the 
lottery table ; as a proof of which, it feldom hap- 
pens, that thefe female pupils of Flirtation con- 
tra& an advantageous match, though they often 
fall a prey to the profcffed rake or libertine. Or, 
if that is not the cafc^ they are hawked about 

from 
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when^ (to purfue the allufion) nd^^>S[i/^i%^^{^ 

pl«^i«r^ if H hitd^^bton:lefc.tto.h«agat9<^dno ^itodl 

: If iheie are an^xrbar^&rs.of Tthtsri^dle^ddqiin^ 

fiillytthan all iSkeuoeberSy^ ifrcis.lfacrfwarm ofdiianUen 

ia<tlifixar.Qf oobiJkjrv '^hjs cafyi^ifiteraaunferbe&a 
tsricea pcrfo««5:of •difforcia.t ranks,, wjwcht this: place? 
aflfoi:4si- i^.partxQutoly £fat^:fnl to. ,%fe-j^«»^<:ji; 
asHi^fiiJet tern\6 tji€mi ^b|0-.4^Ug^rtPrfo&k'.wp»i 
th^ cOuiotenances of ,ipe<jplefof f*fliion.v r.TKis du-* . 
meroti» tiibe is iM<fe;Mproilf bpth ftaees J- «iid:A9pf(jf ' 
is he or flife whoMC^^ bB-o!:Qftfioi>ftlljr.caHeA iiijto/ 
flUUp a vacant coxnfifcin:hec.'QTace,'5^^^fty.al;.Qtt«r.i 
4nlle; and how woefoA • is the ..ni^sr.Cifiption,^ i£i 
they flicJuld fail to edge Jthcmfel.v^? ijrtp .bi$,- 
Lord(hip:'s tj?a-drirtking ! .Si|ch fe^f-mape^tpta-t'' 
dants, who are engendef^d by the fmiles; o^ j;he. 
Great, like fli^es^r maggots out. of/c^rripnby^ij^ 
rays of the fun, have no idea of .any difliniiiQ^; 
between perfons,. except that which title beftvws* 
on thtm. TJicy feem ixidecjd ty fugppft thcmfelves. 

noble 
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noble ahd gentel&i by rcflctaiott-, ihdligh thtey nnfe 
in the eSiniatton df othm, !ti plropottkhl a$ thi^^ 
fife ih their ov^rt. They Art; tbiWWfefectf in gii^ 
lieral as rutihfers to the great, that fetch and carry^ 
k6tht ztid feo, as tiiif are bid. ' ThotigR they fiattfet 
theififelVes thai thby thix ih {f^ ^ilUt wdria, »^j^ 
li^ve but iA the fbbui'bs dn^ btit-ftifts bf geh- 
tility. They ^it, iil tfUtfi, but & tfie^li applShdagfe 
to the gredt, d highcfi-, t)ut yti HibFe iniFiiititius d^g^eii^ 
of pages and Ucquies td hold up th6 tdil of libbi- 
lity, or father a cohtcmptible paft of ihfc IfMh 
itielf ; a narrow edging of border^ ia kiiid of 
beggaf^s tape that binds the hebi of quality. 

The late and ever- memorable kichard Kafli, Efq. 
whofe name is almoft as much revered at Bath, as 
that of tlie great Bladud himfeif, for fome few 
years before his death publilhed propofals for 
printing, by fubfcriptibn^ The Miftofy df BatM 
and TuNBRiDGE. Many, who fubfcribed largely 
to this work, contrary to the cafe of all other fub* 
fcriptions, would have been much difappointed 
and ofFendedy if it had ever made its appearance $ 
fo that the price of fubfcription might be confidered 
as hufb-money, to keep the intrigues and gal- 
lantries of the nobility in filence. The original 
papers, containing many curious anecdotes, are 

- Vol. I. ' L ■ fallen 
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fallen into my bands; and^ unlefs the dukes an4 
ilutchefleSy peers and peereiTes, in general, and 
others the gentry of this realm, will fubfcribe their 
fiue guineas to me, The Genius, as nobly as they 
did to the firft author, the work fhall certainly 
^ome out. In the mean time, the manufcripts are 
lodged in the hands of an eminent counfel, as 
it is faid was the cafe with fome of Pope's Epiftles 
and Satires, that we may be enabled to go juft upon 
the ed^e of libel and fcandalum magnatum, Thofe 
who would not have their adventures and amours 
recorded in this fecret hiftory, may take the gentle 
iint I now give them, and fend in their fubfcrip* 
tions to the printer of this paper. In the meaa 
time, I would recommend it to MeiTrs. Wiltfhire 
and Simfbn at Bath, as well as to the proprietors 
of the pump-room, and mafters of the coiFee-houfe^^ 
to hang the rooms with the St. Jamas'! Ch&o^ 

KICLE» 
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^aturdaf, January 9, 1762; 



Cli.- 



•i/hi fitid datur otif 



Illudo ch»tiu ■ • rioii 

When Vvt nothing elfe to do 

I play at Whift; QuadrlUei or Lu. 

ON my return home a few evenings ago, I 
found lying on my table a foiled knave of 
diamonds, bearing evident marks of having ferved 
in feveral campaigns, which I found, on exsi- 
mination, to come from my old acquaintance, 
Mrs. Marrcourt, and to contain an invitation, 
written in her own old Englifh black letter, to a 
private party at cards, on Monday the fourth of 
January. 

Mrs. MarrcQurt is the widow of a gentleman 

who had a place in the boufehold, and at her fauf-« 

band's death obtained, by the intereft and follicit- 

station of fome powerful friends, an aonual peniioa 

h % of 
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of a hundred and fifty pounds. Having haif, as' 
Ihe often fays herfelf, a very genteel education,, 
and always Kved in a polite fpfaere, fhe entertains 
the moft profound refpe£t for all perfons of faflfion, 
as well as an implicit veneration for all the 
manners, appurtenances, and dependences, of 
quality,. Wherefore, notwithftanding the ^ar- 
rownefs of her income, ihe never could endure 
the thoughts of being exiled from the great world,, 
but has been reduced to feveral ihifts to maintaii\ 
the appearance of a tolerable footing in it.. Being 
now grown aged and infirm, fhe cannot well crawl 
through the park in fair weather, or along the beft 
paved ftreets to pay her morning vifits. She is^ 
however, in* pofleiSon of the caft fedan of a countefs 
of her acquaintance, by whom fhe was honoured 
with it a» a pvefent feven years- ago ; but being un« 
able to pay her chairmea the ufual rates for weekly 
attendance, Ihe drives a hard bargain,, and retains 
them at an under price > whence it often happens,^ 
that bcF two chaimea are not only in liveries of 
two different colours, but fhe is obliged to be car* 
ried by all the raw-boned, unpradifed fellows, who* 
jumble along in a rough trot, as uneafy as a flage- 
coach over the flones | and no fooner have they 
leasnt to pace alo«g in the true human amble, and 

becooC' 
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become capabte of better bufinefi, than tbey defiat 
the good old bd]r» Mid their places are fupplied 
tqr a freih pair of kxdcocj ixMriccs ; fo that fhe 
has the breaking-ia of moft of the two^I^ged 
colts in town. She has apartments in one of 
the old palaces^ gratis ; and during the fununer- 
moBtha, beetle flie would not, for the world, ^be 
fo ungenteel as to ftay in London, ihe takes a two- 
penny lodging at Greenwich or Richmond^ She 
conftantly vifits at feveral great houfes, and 
though often fimt oat, by perfeverance and the 
^moft good-breeding, &e is foqietimes let in, and 
perhaps, if there is no particular company, aiked 
to flay dinner. The ladies treat her with a 
haughty ^uniliarity, and ftile hier plain Marrcourt : 
and the facetious men of faibion make mocic 
love to her, compliment her, in the firain of well« 
bred raillery, on her perfon, beauty, tafle, and 
other quaJi&catAons ; fjreely indulging themfelve^' 
in all thofe iiberties^ which young fellows, con* 
finous and vain of their irank* are apt to uke witit 
dieir inferiors**— Yet, even from this kind of con- 
neflion with people of difluKStion^ does Mrs. Marr.'* 
court derive no ftnall 4cgfee. of confequence. She 
remembers the day 0^ bou^^t hec laft pound of tea^ 
bjr lecodleAinf \t was the fame on which ibe 
li 3 dined 
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dined at his lordihip's ; 0ie talks familiarly of Lady 
Harriot and Lady Mary ; and is reckoned, by all 

* the lower gentry of her acquaintance, to be u 
niigbty g€nUel fort sf body^ and to liiep none but ibf 
very bejl of company. 

' I waited on Mrs. Marrcourt on the evening 
appointed, but perceived, immediately on my 
entrance into her apartments, that although fhe 
had given her affembly the modeft appellation of. 
a private party, fhe bad in fiSt colleded all the 
company ihe was able, with a particular view to 
bring together fome perfons of rank and dignity. « 
Her two ' rpoms, the largeft of which is fcarce 
bigger than a cabin, and the leaft a ipere clofet, 
were fo crouded, that it was with the utmoft 
difficulty that I could fqueeze my little perfon 
fidew^ys between the backs of the chairs belonging 
to the feveral card tables, in order to make my 
way from one end of the place to the other. The 
tables were, many of them, placed diagonally, by 

• which means ffae had been able to edge in one or 
two extraordinary ^ and moft of the company, who 
were not put down to cards, ftood in a huddle by. 
the fire- fide, and the remaining few had difpofed' 
themfelves in the feats of the windows. The 
pom was lighted up with the ends of wax-candles^ 

. ^ bought 
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b6ught of the duke of — -*s butler, and the 
company regaled with a fmall liquor, made ^by 
Mrs. MarrcouTt iierfelf, in the prefent fcarcity of 
lemons, of the beft Cream o*Tartar. The com« 
pany itfelf was as mifcellaneous as a pack of cards, 
«r any hand that can be formed from different . 
combinations of -them ; but the moft diftinguifhed 
members of it, and to which I obfervedMrs. Mairr* 
cpurt paid particular attention, were, •anoMIrifli 
. peer, of a^ifputed title, a Creelian colonel, a dif- 
Crefled baronet,ia city knight and his lady, a French 
gentlewoman from the neighbourhood of Soho, an 
old general officer on, half- pay, and a yellow ad- . 
miral. 

* Such is the faithful pidure of the good old lady's 
aiTembly; and without pretending to more than 
-ordinary penetration, we may venture to pronounce 
that there are many Mrs. Marrcourts in this great 
metropolis. Nor is it any matter of furprife ; for 
if ladies of diftin£tion will ddight to throw open 
their great gates, and court the whole tide o'f -no- 
bility to flow in upon them, there wiH ever exift 
thefe minor dames of fecond-hand gentry, fond of 
aping the vices and follies of their fuperiors. But 
though the imitation of* bad things, like the cor* 
•juftion of thebefi} renders t^em inoft^)dious and 
' L 4 contemptible^ 
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contep^ible, [t t^y oQt bp suaifs to carry ouf r«^ 
.fl^iQ^,$;ii:i.U fv^rdiex^ sujid tq ^o^illder tk^ 9s^lur« of 
^ po^iteft of t)^& af&pbili^, fet o^ witb ^v^ry 
(kounjE^f ce qJ[ flegai^ce aofl fjpleodoi|f, 

i^wixii j^^f;y«^^ anAfi4Hy are, 19 the diak£l of dM 
. IwfliiaiiabJb wocld, (kooinins^ted Rout« ; the figni* 
£i;Ati«n. o| wJuch W€>i:d| ftccordiog ^ di&ioinaries 
•I tiie beft authqcityt i& as followi^ Johnfon 
d^^i^s « RovT ta bj: ^ clamorous multitude ; 4 
r/7i^i!^l a tumultuous, croud, : aad Gile» Jacobs in 
)jiU X^w Dif^imacyb declares ^be word ROUT to 
iigni^ an, A35«M?leV of per fins y ^athini togithtr^ 
and going to execute ^ or indeed executing^ an unlawful 
^\ If we exarorn^ the, thing itfetf a^ it ^ppiearsi 
|n high life, we ftall becofivinced of the propfi^ty 
of the term, and cafnnot but allow that all thisfi^ 
Boyra, from that ^i a dutchefs down. to. J^r% 
Marrcogrt'S, ^ov(i%> within the meaning of bpti) 
thefe defcriptjons^ For Tsrh^t is a Rout but a^/i^f 
multuous croud I a rabble \, thatis, a genteel mob^ 
or th^ rabble of quality, drawn tog^thcTy 9$^ Japob 
fays, and going to 4^ecuify or indeed ex/tcMting^an ufh 
lawful a^:? 

Bui the prevsMling id^a is, luidoubltedliy, the 
Qfo\^l wi tb( k^9 who is ouflcefti of the Roys, 

is 
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b happy in proportion to the numbers flie has becB 
aible to. aSbmble. If the pubiick way is interrupted 
for three ftreets together, and th^ company can 
fcarce get to and fro between the houfe and thek 
CQ4ct^6 sind <;hair9 ; if the boxes at the play 
pi[ tb^ opera are robbed of their company, because 
thofe^ who are left uninvited, are 'afhamed to 
bfttray the cootenopt or negleA they are doomed 
to Cttftain ; if in the moft fpacious apartments in 
I^^^ndoni, the company are crouded together, as 
qlofi^ 9S at Mrs. Marrcourt's, or as the poor prU 
fooers ia the black- hole at Calcutta; the triumph 
is more ample and complete. I remember 4 
dut^hcfs and a countefs, who for a time entertained' 
the nioft mortal averfion for each other, from having 
both appointed their Routs on the fame day of the 
week. The whole town, at leaft the polite part of 
it, was divided into parties ; and ranking them- 
fislves, as under a banner, beneath the colours 
of the cards, were feverally called the Reds and 
the Btefik^. The parties being equally powerful^ 
and the Rout^ o£ each being of courfe rendered 
left Quqierous, who can fay tp what extremities 
liOAtte^s might have been carried, if a. man <^ 
fgibion^ who, like a blank card, bad yet; raQeive4 
po imprnffifin dither kom Re4 or Black, had not 

fortunately 
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fortunately compromifed the affair, and pre* 
vailed on the ladies to be content with taking the 
day alternately^ each holding a Rout only once in 
a fortnight i 

It is remarkable, that this rage for a Croud has 
produced a moft extraordinary revolution in 
drefs. A friend of mine has compofed a moft ela« 
borate treatife, in the manner of Montefquieu^ on 
the caufes of the rife and fair of the hoop-petticoat; 
In the learned fedion on the fubjed of Roitts, 
which is as curious as any chapter in TrlAcam 
Shandy, the author has plainly demonftrated, that 
thefe aiTemblies have produced a total revolution in 
arcbitedure and drefs. Every boufe is built as if 
it was intended to receive the whole town ; and 
every lady is dreft as if Jhe was going into apart- 
ments where ihe would not have room to turn 
^erfelf round. The ho€>p, which bad ftood the 
ihocks of ridicule for forty years together, which 
dOated itfelf wider and wider on every new attack^ 
which incumbered whole apartments, fpread itfelf 
all over the Mall, eclipfed beaux, and ovcrflia- 
dowed fide-boxes, flirunk in an inftant, like a 
flower (but up at funfet, or a clofed umbrella*. 
2i^ Hfops became the common Nota Bim to ^H 
cards of invitation i and the. ladies came abroad^ 

fuddenly 
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(uMin]y freed of all their tumours and. incum- . 
brances, like a new mother juft delivered of her 
burthen, or like the fallen angels in Milton, as on 
^ fignal given. 



• to fmalleft Forms 



Reduced their Shapes immenfej and were at Itrge| 
^hottgh withoot Number -ftlU. 

^ It may almoft be aflerted, without a quibble, 
that the fyftem of life, now eftabliflied in the 
polite wprldji feems calculated to deftroy fociety 
for the fake of company. A Lady's Journal i$ a 
mere calendar of vifits and routs ; vifits often paid 
by the footmen, with a flip of card and a flam- 
beau ; and Routs, where, inftead of a few felefl: 
friends, fhp meets with a croud of half acquaintance 
and ftrangers. Routs are the modern fchools of 
education for the female fex ; and as cards feem to 
be deftined for their fole amufement and employ- 
ment, I would advife my good friend Mr*. 
Newberry, the annual publiflier of the Ladies Mcr 
morandum Book, to difpofe his next into the po- 
pular form of a pack of cards, the two and fifty 
cards, of which the pack conflfts, naturally 
adapting themfelves to the ufe of the two and fifty 
^iveeks, into which the year is diftributed. The 

fcveral' 
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feveral Sundays might be diftinguifked is; the firft^ 
f^cond, third, or fourth Sundays of the dutchefs of 
A*9, tb^ countefs of B's, lady Van D'$, or Mrs* £.'$ 
Rout; and the little fpaces allotted for ap- 
pointments, might be filled with fecret afligna- 
tions, if it be true, (as the Chronicle of Scandal 
relates) that fuch affignations are fometimes made 
at thcfe afiemblies. 

I have been the more earned to throw together 
my refledions on this fubjef^ at prefent, becaufe 
the female pafSon for Routs grows every day more 
and more predominant^ and I am credibly in- 
formed that the contagion iias a£tually fpread even 
to our colonies, and been carried by our country- 
women into other parts of the world* General 
Allembiies, of no parliamentary nature, I am told, 
are fre<iuently held in New Ilngland ; the clerks of 
our £aft-India Company and their wives have, it 
is faid, been known to lofe a lack of rupees at a 
fitting at Bengal; and I am confidently afiured^ 
that a lady of quality, on her travels, has fo far 
ibroke in upon the fimplicity of the Cantons, as 
to have abfolutely eftablifhed an evening aflembly 
for halfpenny Lu in Switzerland. 

In order, therefore, to prevent the further evil 
.confequences refulting from thefe private publick 

gaming- 
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gaming*houfes,'and at the fame time not entirefy to 

deprive perfons of diftindion' of their favourite 

amufement, and yet to render it of fome fmall 

utility and advantage, I v^ould humbly fubmit to the 

attention of the legislature the following plan of 

a RouT'ACT. No lady, of whatfoever rank^ 

Chould be allowed to hold in one night more than 

three card- tables for Whift, Cribbage, or Quadrille ; 

which, with a fourth for the ufe of the more 

promifcuous games, fuch as Lanfquenet, Lu, 

Lottery, ^c. may fairly be fuppofed to comprehend 

all the perfons that can meet at once for the fake of 

fociety. But, for the entertainment of thofe, who 

delight in larger aflemblies, two publick Routs 

ihould be inftituted, with authority to open their 

doors every night, like the theatres : one to be 

held, for the ufe of the court eild of the town, at 

Carlifle Houfe, Soho Square ; and the other, for 

the ladies of the merchants, aldermen, and common-^ . 

council men, at Haberda(her's-Hall in the city. 

The card-money, as well as the fums fubfcribcd 

for admiilion, (inilead of being laviflied on butlers, 

valets^ and maitres d'hotel) (hould be laid apart, in 

order to create a fund for the fupport of decayed 

gamefters, whofe neceflities might be fupplied by. 

their fucceiTors at the gaming-table, as the ftage 

now 
4 
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now and thcai gives a benefit for diftreft and fuper* 
annuated adors. By thefe means a lord, whohaa 
e^haufied his fortune hy deep play, need not 
degrade himfelf by application for a penfion ; and 
a merchant who has, by the like conduft, involved 
himfelf and family m the miferles of bankruptcy^ 
need not do the world an|i his creditors 2t furtbejr 
injury by going into bufinefs again^ ^ 
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The gentleman. 

NUMBER I. 

Friday, July lo, 1775. 



"Fac periclum In lUeriSf 
iFac In paJaftrSi in muficit : fua liberum 
Scire aquum efiy fokrtem dabo, Txi« 

Try him in Letters, Ezercifes, Mufick ! 

In all the Arts AGbntleman fhouM know, 

ril warrant him accomplifhM. Colman'< Tx&encz* 

OF all bodies of men^ Authors may juftly cUim 
the largeft fhare of publick fpirit. Stre- 
nuous advocates for the rights of the people, 
they have not only even (hewn themfelves vigilant 
guardians of the liberty of the prefs, but have 
alfo recently manifefted a noble contempt for what 
appeared to be their own more immediate concern. 
Vol. I, ' M th^ 
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the prpperty, of the prep j a property which they 
have lately feen voted away with a true ftoicai 
apathy and indiflFerence. They have filently be- 
held, like uncaaacccnQd IpcSators, i^svery cxifence^ 
denied, and have acquiefced in the fublime xlodlrinc 
of difintereftednds to the greatcft extreme. Phy« 
ficians and lawyers avowedly plead and prefcribe 
for a fee, fQ]4ki^ fi^t for pay,, and even divines 
preach and pray for a benefice* The labourer, in 
other flations, is reckoned worthy of his hire 
Authors alone are content to have little'other re- 
compenfe than fame for their labours, and quietly 
allow that a general imprimatur converts their 
works iato. general property*. The induftrious^ 
commonwealth of literature has been plundered of 
Che wax and honey, lyiithcMit one of this exhsuftlefs 
hive ende^jrouring to fix his flfing^ i-nto- his fpoilers l 
but in vindication of the tilerty of the prefs^ not 
a drone but would join in inftant commotion* 

The Liberty of the Preft is indeed a moft glociou* 
privilege. When it is but mentioned every En- 
glifhman fwcjls with a confcious fuperiority, an<8 
feems to feel himfelf half an inch taller ; if on thr 
Coqtineot, the thought almoft adds a cubit to bi» 
flature ; yet this libqrty, invaluable as it is, like alK 
other liberty^ has been Ihamefully abufed \^ and has 

oftentimes 
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vagc?s, rather than the gallartt fpifJt of freenfien ; 
hf litoAfterSf WieMng the pen, not as the fword of 
puttiCk jilftlce Ot defence, but ufing it as the in- 
ftrufnefit 6f ruffian violence and private rancour. 
Ifi p6h*tical difcuffidns, indeed, freedom .of fenti- 
ment and ifpeech fhould be almoft boundlefs : and 
a great and enterprifing genius, beft able to go all 
IdlTgtfc, mighft perhaps with gi'eat proprfcty try, 
•^ how Ht the Liberty of the Prefs could legally btf 
carried :" but in writings of a private mctare, 
that doi^ine becoi!ncfs fhsfmefu! attd fcandaIoa$, ^nd 
the pt^ice' ahnoft diabolical. He Who exercifesf 
the Liberty of the Pr6ft*, With ifo fafther idei of 
r^liraint, than what the law imp6fe*s*i may efcape 
a partiAl pfofecutidn^ But wilf iAcur iimveYfat 
c6ntempt : tof tfie rogue wifhrh <he law, as' any 
attorntey can teftify, is the ip'dfl <fanger6iis ind* deft 
pidabfe of alt ftfgu'e^. Iti a i^orH^' ^s^ Well a^^ a civil 
fenffe, every rtmf^ frodfefliorfd in forjitfrt^aliiVe'Sef 
his callte ; ind fhe'rtiiftreiiit Whb Wtfrttdttlf diiflfiirtt* 
tile repdfe; 6f bY^te^ into thehbtmM ifetrfefe; o^ 
a pYivitd f^fjr, Cdmuiitfs a kittd of lite^ar/ Bitri* 
glary, arid is alittd# as <*alplable* ^ thf itiiiSftet 
or king'^s meffenger who ffcoultf ridW* attempt thd 
fetfure of papm^ or cfare to enter i mahfidn by a 
M 2 General 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



i64 The GENTLEMAN. N^I.. 

General Warrant. The Englifli are a remarkably- 
good-natured, as well as generous people j but 
were a ftranger to form a charader of them from a- 
perufal of their daily publications, 'they would ap- 
pear to require a conftant evening facrifice to their 
ill-nature, and a hecatomb of reputations for their 
bpcakfaft* 

Seeijig the colour of many other publications^ 
and thofe^ alas, too generally popular, I mean oc- 
c^fionally to hazard an eflay in this paper, of a^ 
completion totally different, and now and then to 
refcue at le^ftone column, in one news-paper, from* 
fcandal and politicks. The recefs of parliament,, 
when the minds of men are kfs heated by con- 
tention, is a proper feafon to commence fuch an 
undertaking. For my own part, I am at prefent 
writing inclined to truft the interefts of niy country^ 
on both fides of the Atlantick, to the three great 
branches of the legiflature ; but if I find them in- 
adequate or unfaithful, I (hall be happy with other 
authors to embody^ like the conftitutional militia^ 
in times of danger, and to change the GintUmati 
into ibe Politician y as Steele -converted the Guardian 
into the Englijbman. Even Quakers perhaps might, 
on fuch an occafion, fufpend the pacifick tenets of 
their perfuafion^ and even fome of our Clergy 

would> 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iTriK GENTLEMAN. N^ I. ibs 

nvould, in fuch circumftances, exhibit a new idea 
•of' Church Militant, change their gowns for coats 
•of mail^ and like a boiled lobfter, turn from black 
•to red. 

It is however at prefent my wifli and my 
•intention to fufFer my patriotick powers of writing 
-to fleep, like the fword in the fcabbard. Every 
•Gentleman chufes to wear one both for ornament 
'and defence, but when he puts it on, fays to 
^limfelf with Mercutio, ** Heaven fend me no neefil 
of thee'!" I will not, like the , court-fool of old 
tinles, run a ipuck againft the King and his Nobles.; 
I will not draw my wit upon the Minifter; much 
iefs (as I have already profefled) will 1 wound the 
-bofom of domeftick tranquillity. I fend thefe fu^ 
gitive papers fmiling into the world, wifliing them, 
like Swedes' Tea, to fweaten the blood and juices 
of my Countrymen, and to corredl therr ill hu- 
mours 5 but tho' intended for an antidote to black 
bile and acrimony, it is hoped they will not appear, 
like Magnefia, a cure for the heart -burn indeed, 
1>ut in themfelves a drug taftelefsand infipid. The 
xofe and fweet-briar are not the lefs fragrant for 
4he- thorn that makes a part of them ; and the 
powers of fatire and ridicule, while pointed at ge- 
neral vices and enormities^ are not ^nly innocent 
M 3 but 
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buf falutary. Bupgling qqacks canqpt attack the 
dife^fe, without injuring pr perhaps killing the 
patient : bnt the tr^p TOPralifl: fees the dr^ipa of &»- 
cicty performed before him, like the (kilfuj n^tji^* 
ralift contempl^tipg b^e? through a glaf? hrve, 
marking their pperations, and turning them ^^ 
account, withQift p|Fering the bufy infects the le^ift 
injury. The prpfent age fwarm^ with follies, 9|i4 
t^ems with ch^ra^ters wprthy of ohr(prvatiqn. Sml^ 
will be frequently exhibited i but ^s thiy are ihi- 
tended, lil^e thofe of t^ Nevv Cpraedy of Me^- 
Hinder, to be general, it is hoped tjiat ppne of 
fhem will be fhallenged by any individual* 
. Ifhe A^otto prefixed to this IndroduSory Eflay 
jnay pef hap9 ^c thought . arrogant ; but it is only 
meant to imply fucb fubje^s as are &t fox difcuiSoa 
pn a plan of thi$ Jiberal .nature., and fuch a cha* 
jafter ^s the writer Would wifti to exhibit in the 
perfon of The Q^ptjetr\an : not that" he prefumei 
tp hint that he (hall himfelf be found equal to it. 
He means to derive his chi^f importance frpoj 
the merits of others. As to himfelf, whether really 
f Gentleman, pr ihe n^eaneft Plebeian ; a ftude&t 
^t his eafe, or a fcribb^es ijri the Fleet ; fitting by a 
filver ftandiih in his own apartment, or with ^ 
broken ink-l^oul^ {a » g^rr^t or Cf Ibr s are mattery 
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.tiF no importance to the reader, fo long as the 
author (hall fuftain the part he hzi &flunied« 
Though appearing in a publick charafter, hd 
ineans to benamelefs and unkndwn« Ht has dfawii 
up the curtaiii, like other ftiartagefs, Without ad- 
mittance behind the fcenes, an indulgence which 
might gratify the curiofity of a few, but tends to 
deftroy the publick entertainmelit. lii his bills th^ 
•director can at prefent announce no more than 7i&^ 
Gentleman^ to which the Wags (If they J>leare) 
may fubjoln, bein^ the jirji time of his appearing in 
.ihat chara£fer. 1 muft beg leaVe, however, onCe 
for all to declare, that with whatever notice they 
may honour me, to their wit or their dulnefs t 
fhall never mike any reply ; not frolft the fpirit 
of filent contempt, but rather on the ptinciple of 
l^Ieldlng, who when he was told in the Green 
Room that the audience were damfiing his Comedy, 
acqulefced in the badnefs of it, and cried, H^atf 
.have they found it out ! 

^ It has been fuggefted to me, that it would be 
more confonant to the charafter of a Gentleman, 
to fend forth my fpcculations, like fome of it^y 
predeceflbrs^ uncontaminated by paragraphs and 
advertifements, beautifully printed on a fheet and 
,talf of fine writing paper; but many of my 
\ M 4 fuperiors. 
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fuperiors, fevcral excellent eflayifts, moral an<^ 
political, have written in news-papers. As to 
that, in which The Gentleman has chofen to infert 
his Produ<9:ions, he has diftinguifhed it on a prin* 
ciple of publick fpirit j having obferved it for fomq 
- time paft to have been the deadeft, duUeft, moft 
unentertaining and infipid of the many Journals 
and Chronicles which the prefs groans under at 
prefenti a circumftance the more extraordinary, 
as it is, he is informed, the property of a junto of 
the fprightlieft, wittieft, politeft, and nioft learned 
fpirits of the age; capable of inftrufting and enli- 
vening it with every fpecies of compofition, from 
Hiftory down to a Pun or an Epigram. .The very 
Printer, Mr, William Woodfall, if fame fay true, 
is able, like the filkworm, to weave his own rich 
materials, and, after the example of the Stevens'§ 
and Elzevirs, to be himfelf the editor of any produc- 
tions that might iffue from his prefs. To ftimulate 
therefore thefc capable but indolent geniuffes, tp 
roufe them from their lethargy, to fet all hands to 
work on board the London Pacquet, is the defign and 
ambition of The Gentleman ; happy, if like FalftalEj 
he fhould at any time be found to be witty himfelf^ 
but content if he can at leaft, like FalftafF, be the 

caufe of wit in other men* 

I Thic 
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jilterius fie 
Altera fofcit opem res, & conjurat amici*^ Hoi* 

Allied, as fifter clofe to brother, 
Oae thing ftill alks the help of t'other 5 
And thus allied, both He, or She, 
From love, or int*reft, will agree. 

T T is ufual with thofe who exhibit their perfor- 
"^ mances to the Publick, to follow up their 
firft efFort with an a<;count of the great and un- 
common applaufe that has been beftowed on it. 
As I have always imagined fuch accounts to be re- 
ligioufly true, I cannot help confidering myfelf as 
deplorably unpopular, or peculiarly unfortunate. 
1 have not heard a fylkble uttered in favour of the 
firft Number of The Gentleman, and almoft all 
the readers I expefted to Intereft or engage, have 
teen occupied with the Seffions Paper or the 

London 
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London Gazette. • 1 have not feen a fingle copy of 
verfes in praife of piy.ftyle, and I have even been 
affured' l)y"iny friends, that the people of this 
country will not at prefent read any article in a news- 
paper longer than a paragraph. I have however 
been honoured with the^ notice of two corre- 
fpondents ; and as they feem inclined, on certain 
conditions, to become affiftants in my prefent un- 
dertaking, I fhall introduce them to my readers by 
making their Letters publick, before I proceed ia 
my own fpeculations. 

To the Author of The GENTLEMAN. 

<* I HAVE the honour to be a Blackguard, and 
if it had not been for a few touches in your papcr^ 
that (hewed you to be no enemy to Vulgar Manners, 
as well as no mean proficient in the Vulgar Tongue, 
I fliould have beheld your EfTays with filent con- 
tempt, and would not have condefcended to cor- 
i-efpond with you. But is this a time. Sir, for a 
.writer who means to amend the morals, or corre^ 
the behaviour, of the idle things, and puppies of 
the prefent age, to uiher a work into the world 
onder the title of Thf Gmtkman ? Do not falfe 

refinements. 
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jefiaements, afFcifted politenefs, and m a wor4^ 
Gentility (us they term it) threaten to undcroiioc oii" 
morals, pervert our good fenfe, and infefi our be- 
haviour ? Formerly it vra« the boaft of this\ 
country, that every man nfiight, in things indif-' 
fcrent, vary fropi his neighbour. Private Liberty 
was as eflential a mark of our manners^ as Public^: 
Liberty was the charaiSleriftick of our conftitution:: 
no principles of politcnefs, no fyftem of beha^ 
viour, no rules for raifing a French or Italian fu- 
perftrufture on a Gothick foundation, but every 
man built his reputation on the bafis of good fenfe 
and good nature. At prefent we begin to refine, 
and file, and polifli, 'till our manners, as Sterne 
faid of thofc of our neighbours, are growing as 
fmooth and undiftinguifhable as an old King Wil- 
liam's halfpenny ; and fafliionable principles, like 
the legs of fafhionable furniture, have fcarce 
ftrength enough to fupport the frame that belongs 
to them. 

•' Gintility^ Sir, (give me leave to repeat and 
infift on it) is the great bane of our lives, the nurfe 
of vice, diffipation and extravagance; the parent 
of bankruptcy, and fource of corruption. Fo- 
reign manners will not thrive under our meridian. 
'JTherc is a kind of Magna Charta in our good 

fellowihipjj 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



172 The GENTLEMAN. N<^ II. 

fellowfliip, as well as In our laWs, that will'iiot 
l)rook the controul of an boneft hearty laugh, or 
endure to be fettered by Differtations on Left Legs* 
** In oppofitron to the contemptible animal^ the 
new-fangled being, that now commonly diftin- 
^uift^es itfelf by the appellation of The Gentleman^ 
\ am proud to ftilc myfelf A Blackguard \ a name, 
:Sir, that would do you more credit both as a writer, 
and a man, than the title you have affumed. Hu-. 
aiour, that genuine Englilh produftion, is not the 
growth of a frippery age, nor founded on polifhed 
manners, k can only be cultivated by bold manly 
wits, fuch as Cervantes, Rabelais, Moliere, Swift^ 
Gay, Arbuthhot, Fielding, S teme, &c. &c, Thefe^ 
and fuch as thefe, are the ClaiEcks of the School 
of Blackguard. In that fchool I have been bred, 
and have learnt to defpifc a delicacy of manners 
that produces effemioacy, and a jiicety of t^fte 
that proves the weaknefs of the flomaclu If thefe 
are models you difapprove, I here take my leave of 
you; but if Engl iih Virtue^ Englifh Senfc, and 
Englifli Humour, are meant to be recommended 
and encouraged by the Author of The Gentleman^ 
tc (hall now and then, if he pleafes, hear farther 
from one who is proud to own himfeJf a friend to 
thofe qualities, and to fubfcribe himfelf » 

^ A Blackguard/' 
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According to my Correfpondent's definition^ my 
idea of a Gentleman, and his idea of a Blackguard^ 
coriftitute pretty nearly the fame chara£ter. I 
think, indeed, he bears rather hard upon the Fine. 
Gentleman of our age, and handles him with more 
roughnpfs than fo tender an animal provokes ; yet 
it muft be confefled that the writer's rufticity^ 
becomes him, and (as Addifon fays of Virgil in his 
Georgicks) that ^^ he toiles about his dung with an 
air of graceful nefs/' I cannot therefore difmifs 
his epiftle without aiTuring him, that I wi(h for a 
continuance of his correfpondence, as well as that 
of the Lady,, who has favoured me with the fol- 
lowing Letter. 

To the GENTLEMAN. 

S I R> 

•* DOES your total filence, concerning the 
female world, in your firft number, ' proceed from 
contempt of the Sex ? Do you think, with Ma- 
homet, that Women are void of fouls to be made 
happy in the next world ; or, with a late Lord, 
that they are incapable of reafon and common 
fenfe in the prefent ? During the female reigns 
of Anne and Elizabeth, fuch doftrines would 

hare 
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htive^e^rl coniidered aa morsd and political tte- 
T^es;, no kfs than rejigiotis : anil they debrte^. 
,IJthIi>k^ as Vittle eneouragemeiiC in our timei^, ivhen 
\h (^ z Qtieei* Cortfort on the ihv<me^ it Jeaff 
c^baTl/ amiable, zrti perhaps? a^ wife ih itcVinmg 
jJbKtifcfcs, as the ilkftriotf^ regents above menti* 
€Jned:were gforiou^ in adminiftring th^ih. 
^^* l^amiliar Effays, Sir, have hithert6 been pec u- 
l/arly devoted to the ftnice of the Ladies. Stedfe 
and i(iddifon ftept forth, Ifke* literary tnigh'ts-erfsin^, ^ 
tS" refcue the fair from lire dsemon^' of vice, -an'd 
ipelTs of ignorance*, endcavotrring to render tlie' 
toilet fhe altar of the Mirfes, asr virdf asf the place of 
facrifice to the Graces. They thoughff the ma?nners 
and priajriplcs of Womew not untmpoftant to the 
happinefs of Pvlen, and did not efteem it a difgrace 
to their parts or learning, to write d^am t& the 
iinderitandings of female readers. Efiays^ in g^. 
i^a^ arc, indeed,, a kind of whipt-flllabub lite-^ 
r^tttre^ not above the pitch of a mere houfewifely 
cDoiprehenfion, an<i as becoming a part of the par- 
lour-vrindow furniture, as a tambour or » thread 
pfiper. 

'* F dd not mean,. Sir, by what I ha^ e faid^ to* 
a|:eufe you of an elevalaon of ftyle and manner that 
tk»>ws us at a diftance, but rather to hint to you that '- 
4 a feeming 
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a feeming negled of tbe Ladies is not confident 
with a writer^ who ftiles himfelf A Gentleman. 
Are you afraid that tbe diftinguiCbed propriety, ele« 
ggnce^ and decerit modefly of the famales of thff 
prefent age will aiFoid you no lOom. for animad- 
verfion i Or do yon. think them totally incorri- 
gible i For ray part. Sir, I believe them ta be 
formed of tbe very fame materials, as their mothers 
were before them, eq^ually prone to err, and equalljc 
capable of amendment and infirudlion* 
. ** Female virtues are certainly of confequence 
to the order of tbe moral world, and foibles ought 
not to he fufFered to fpring up negleSed, and tor 
overrun the mind like thorns and idle weeds : yet 
their delicacy is not to be wounded. Their follies 
muft be tenderly probed, and the Effayift, like the 
Surgeon^ fliould have the hand of a Lady. Shakc- 
fpeare's CharaSfers of Women, like the portraits 
of women by the Prefident of our Royal Academy^ 
are almoft the only good ones drawn by men. 
There is a coarfenefs of outline, colour, and defign^ 
in moft other artifis, that make their Ladies appear 
not in the fimple ftyle of Caelia, Rofalind, Imo- 
gen, Defdemona, &g. but rather like men drefl: la 
women's cloaths. On thefe confideracions there* 
fore, while you^ Sir^ aw engaged in painting the 

Men, 
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Men, the Females fhall, if you pleafe, fit to Me 5 
or if you will fuppofe yourfelf alone equal ta 
finifliing the main parts of the figure, you will at 
leaft allow that a Female hand is moft likely to be 
corred in the drapery, 

" You will, I doubt not, be extremely curious 
to be informed from whom this JL.etter proceeds^ 
and vanity may perhaps incline you to fuppofe, that 
it is occafioned by {dtnc partiality to you or your 
writings. Your perfon. Sir, I do not know, not 
at prefent defire to know, any more than I mean 
to difcover my own. Whether I fhall ever unveil 
sny(elf, muft appear hereafter. In the mean time, 
let your imagination draw as flattering a likenefs of 
me, as Gentlemen-Quixotes pifture to themfelves 
of their feveral Dulcineas. Fancy me as young, 
handfome, rich, and agreeably accompliihed, as 
your complexion, avarice, or vanity may require, 
and it is no matter how old, ugly, poor, and difa- 
greeable I may really be, while I remain your 
aflifiant and humble fervant, 

** Incognita.'* 

Till the Lady becomes acquainted with my 
name, charader, and qualifications, ihe is defired 
to take it for granted that I am very tall, very well ^ 
^ made. 
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lna(![e, exad:ly of the cbmpledition (he likes beft, 
and juft in my prime. In the mean time I moll: 
thankfully accept her kind offer^ and do not dou^t 
but it will be agreeable tO my fair readers. The 
ladies have indeed betrayed fome partiality for male 
haif-dreiTers, ftay-makerSj mantua-makers, and 
even menrmidwlves : yet I think they will un- 
bofom their failings more fredy to ,one of theit 
own fex; and any lady, labouring with (pleen^ 
malice, envy, ^nbition^ avarice, or fecret diforders 
of the mind, will be glad to be laid by a woman : 
"efpecially as an able and experienced praAitioner^ 
{meaning myfelf) will always attend, ready to affift 
in any very nice cafe or an accident*^ 
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Ohfeunta diupopuh bonus erutt, at fin 

^roftrtt in lucem fpec'wja voeabula rerum, 

S^ua prifcit memorMta Catonibus atque dthegU^ 

Nunefilut infirmh premitf etdeftrta 'vttufiM* 

jidjc'tjctt novjf qua ginitor produxtrit ujus i 

Vebtmtnt^ tt Uquidui^ puroqucjimillimus amni^ 

Fundet cpesi Latlumque beabit divite lingiul* Hot* 

Matk where a bold expreffive phrafe appears^ 
Bright thro* the ^ubbifli of a thoufand years { 
Command old words that long have flept, to wake. 
Words, that wife Bacon, or brave Raleigh, fpakej 
Or bid t^e new be Englifh, ages hence, 
(For ufe will fofter whafs begot by fenfej) 
Pour the rich tide of Eloquence along. 
Lucid and pure, yet vehement and ftrong, 
With all the treafures of the Mother Tongut. * 



I 



LEARNING, like beaten gold, in proportion 
to its being more extended, becomes more 
fuperficial. Grofs ignorance and profound eru- 
dition are now equally uncommon* Literature, 

- no 

* This Imitation of the original Latin Motto Is chiefly takes 
timtk the admirable Vcriion of Pope | and the few altentioBi have 

-^ ■ ' n#t 
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no longer confined to colleges and cloifters, ^ 
mixes itfelf in fome meafure with the commerce 
of the exchange, the excrcifes of the camp, and 
the graces of the court : but the deep*.read fcholar 
is a rarer character than ever. The main ftream 
of fcicnce, branching into numberlefs rivulets, 
grows fhallow, as well as clear. The ftores of 
learning are parcelled out by retail, afid what was 
farcaftically faid of the reputed knowledge of our 
northern neighbours, is nearly applicable to that of 
the whole ifland. Every man has a. mouthfull, 
but no man has a belly full. 

This obfervation, on the ftate of learning in gc-. 

neral, is almofit equally true in refpe£t to the leifer 

N 2 graces 

not been made from a vain attempt at amendmenCi nor becaufe they 
.bring the lines nearer to the fenfe of Horace, fo much as to accofn* 
modate the paflage to the matter oC the Eflay to which it is prefixied* 
^ The lines in Pope run thus 3 

Mark where a bold expreiTive phrafe appearty 

Bright thro* the rubbiih of a thoufand years^ 

Command old words, that long have flept, to waktf* 

Words, that wife Bacon, or brave Raleigh, fpake } 

Or bid the new be Englifh, ages hence, 

(For ufe will father what's begot by fenfe }) 

Pour the full tide of Eloquence along. 

Serenely pure, and yet divinely ftrong, 

Rich with the treafures of each foreign tOAgne* Pops 



.} 
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graces of Style and compofition. That happy mew> 
diocrity, denied by Gods and Men to the writers of 
former ages, has been referved for eur owit 
period. FeW writers are barbarous and ungram«- 
matical, or even unmufical, in their language ; but 
very few are truly fimple, nervous, or elegant* 
Some ftyles,^ like handfome faces, are fpoilt by 
afFe£iation, or ruined by varniih and extrinfick or- 
nament ; fome are bloated with falfe pomp ; fome 
darkened by metaphyfical abftra^l phrafeology ; and 
ibme enervated by dapper familiarities, and the 
cant jargon of drawing-rooms, faorfe«courfe$, ^4* 
gaming-tables* 

Purity of Style, like purity of mannaers, is nolsf 
wholly praAicable : languages, like men by whom 
they are framed, will be imperfefi : yet every en- 
deavour to trace the fources of corruption, tend» 
to ftop its progrefs. Living authors, as well as- 
living manners, are at once the chief obje£ls of our 
cenfure and imitation. The works of deceafed 
writers, which we have been taught by tradition 
to applaud, are too feldom turned over ; while the 
productions of our cotemporarjes prefent them- 
felves to bur notice, oftener than their perfons* 
He»^ who has talents to diftinguift himielf from 

the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The gentleman. N« HI 181 

'Ae crowd, lias more followers than an ancient phi« 
lofopher* A popular writer fets the fafhion of Style^ 
and the Terj herd of criticks, that wi&i to depre- 
ciate the value of his works, run after him. If 
an author arifes, whofe deep learning, and large 
imagination ftruggling for expreffion equal to hit 
conceptions, tempt him to lengthen his periods^ 
and fwell his phrafeology ; if an intimate famili* 
arity with the combinations of a dead language 
now and then betray him into too wide a deviation 
.£rom the vernacular idiom $ fuch.a writer will have 
the mortification to fee the beauties of his Style 
diftorted by aukward imitation, and his- errors (if 
in him they are errors) made ridiculous by ag- 
gravation # The language that, in his mafter hand, 
like a well-tuned inftrument, ^< difcourfes moft 
eloquent mufick," under their management utters 
nothing but dtfcord. ^ The rattling of their periods 
and tumidity of their phrafes, like the noife of a 
,drum or fwell of a bladder, are ^but fymptoms of 
{their wind and emptinefs. 

Ornament of diSion, fays Qjiintilian, tho' the 
great^ft of beauties, is only graceful, when it 
follows as it were of itfelf, not when it is purfued. 
Of all ornaments, a foreign flru£^ure of period, as k 
is them^ft prejudicial to the genius of our language, 
N 3 appears 
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appears the moft ftudied and unnatural. Al| 
adopted word is but a partial and trifling innovation, 
and is often happily incorporated, when care is 
taken to naturalize the foreigner, by giving a na- 
tional air to the turn of the pbrafe. Every lan- 
guage, more efpecially the Englifli, has its idioms, 
which we {hould not regifier, with Grammarians 
and Lexicographers, among its irregularities, but 
with Poets and Orators, number among its beauties; 
To extirpate idiom from our tongue, would be 
like rooting up the old oaks, that are the glory and 
ornament of our country ; or, to vary the allufion, 
to fquare the language of our ancient writers to 
the rigid rules of Roman or even French Syntax, 
would extinguifli the genius of our Tongue, an4 
give the whole a foreign air, like the labours of a 
taAelefs improyer, exchanging the luxuriance of 
nature, in our gardens, for dipt yews, ftrait walks, 
and formal parterres* 

Perfpicuity without meannefs Is pronounced by 
Ariftotle to be the perfection of language, or, a9 
he more ncrvoufly exprefles it, the virtue of Style 5 
to attain which, he recommends, as ^ principal 
inftrument, the ufe of the moft common words and 
phrafes in a figurative fignification ; the familiarity 
f f the terms rendering them clear, and the nQvelty 

9f 
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^f their application giving them an air of eleganc6 
6r dignity. The works of our old writers, pro* 
faiclc as well as poetical, abound with thefe home- 
fpun metaphors, by which the loweft words in- 
creafe their confequence, or at leaft, like cyphers, 
raife the value of their neighbours. Sometimes, 
indeed, thefe popular tropes are carried to excefs, 
or ufed too licentioufly ; yet they commonly breathe 
a magnificent fimplicity, and the whole conftruftion 
is purely Englifli j a circumftance, like that which 
induced Cicero to recommend the fludy of the an- 
cient Roman authors to his pupils in oratory, 
urging, that- whoever was well read in their pro- 
du£tions, could not, were he even inclined to it, 
ipeak other than genuine Latin; 

It will not, I hope, be imagined from what I 
have faid, that I think too lightly of the labours 
sind genius of thofe learned philologifts, who, by 
compiling Grammars and Di£lionaries, have en* 
deavoured to give precifion and ftability to our 
Tongue. Their works, if properly confulted, are 
ufeful both to the learner and proficient; but if 
made the obje£ls of theiV ftudy, rather than occa* 
iional affiftants, they will certainly be pernicious* 
The Grammars of living and dead languages are 
too often framed on different princip>e$ : i« the 
^ N 4 fett«r 
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latter, all irregularities^ fpr which an authority c^ 
be pleaded, are fan£lified by a rulej^ while the 
Other brands every idiom, or bold coanbiQation, aa 
a licentious barbarifnit No man ever learnt a Ian-i 
guage, living or dead, - from a Grammar or Oifti*- 
onary } but by reading the beft authors, and par* 
taking of the beft converfatton* He, who habi- 
tuates himfelf to fuch ftudies and fuch fociety« 
without propofing to himfelf a particular modd^ 
will infeniibly form a Style of his own ; as in the 
mechanical part of writing, every man abandoning 
himfelf to his own fancy or powers, almoft every 
man writes a different hand. A certain freedom of 
Style^ a manly flow of language, will diftinguifli 
the authors of fuch a fchool i whofe periods wiU 
not be divided into formal compartments, like the 
fquares of a Mofaick pavement, exadly anfwering 
each others but the members of a icntence, like 
the members of the human body, will feem tQ 
be put together with eafe as well as fymmetry, and 
equally framed fpr the purpofes of elegance an^ 
ftrength. 

As to Grammars and Di(9:ionaries, though not 
adminiftering tp the foundation of our tongue, they 
may certainly be of great ufe to contribute to it$ 
pefervatioa. They are a kind of f9affo)d ere£ted 

by 
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"by ikilful workmen, after our language has beca 
completely built, to repair the ruins of time, and 
to keep the venerable ftrudiure from further decay. 
The laft great Kngliih Dictionary will remain, as 
long as the Eogllfli Tongue fhall remain, a mo« 
Bument of the learning and genius of its author ; 
and I cannot better enforce the utility of the ftudies 
fecommended in this paper, than by concluding it 
with an extra£t from the admirable Preface to that 
work ; a Preface, which at once delivers the precepts, 
and afFords the example, of a pure and eloquent 
Style. 

— *— .^< I have ftudioufly endeavoured tocolleft 
examples and authorities from the writers before 
the Reftoration, whofe works I regard as the wells of 
^ngUJh undefiled^ as the pure fources of genuine 
didion* Our language, foralmoft a century, has, 
by the concurrence of many caufes, been gradually , 
departing from its original Teutonick charafter, 
;ind deviating towards a Gallick ftrudlure and 
phrafeology, from which it ought to be our en- 
deavour to recall it, by making our ancient volumes 
the groundwork of Style, admitting among the ad- 
ditions of later times, only fuch as may fupply 
fe^ deficiencies, fuch as are readily adopted by the 

genius 
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geuius of our tongue^ and incorporate eafiiy with 
our native idioms. 

. — «* From the authors which rofe in the time 
©f Elizabeth, a fpcech might be formed adequate 
ta aU the purpofes of ufe and elegance. If the 
language of theology were cxtradied from Hooker 
and the tranflation of the Bible ; the terms of 
natural knowledge from Bacon i the phrafes of 
poljcy, war, and navigation from Raleigh ; the 
dialed! of poetry and fi£lion from Spenfer and 
Sidney ; and the di£^ion of common life from 
Shakefpeare, few ideas would be loft to mankind, 
for want of Englifh words in which they might be 
fxprcffed.*' 
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Agt vrrJ, m femper firunty fubfeirta, roftra, eurtamqut mtiitertf ^ 
^utd ejje poteft in otto dut jucundiui^ aut magjs proprlum humanitatis, 
fuim fermo faettusy ae nulla in re dutit f Hoc enim uno prafiamut 
nttl maximt feris, quid collijumur intot nos, & quid txprimert di'* 
itndo JtnJiL ptjfumuu Cxceko. 

Well then, not to dwell on the Bar, the Bench, the Pulpit, or the* 
Parliament, what can, in our hours of relaxation^ be more agreeable^ 
or better fuited to our nature, than chearful, and elegant Con* 
verfation ? For in this confifts our chief pre-eminence over the brute' 
creation, that we can converfe with each othtTy and commonicate 
pur fentiments by Speech. 

ro the Author of The GENTLEMAN, 

JTCCE ITERVM! the Blackguard again ! your 

laft paper has roufed me, and while you are 

learnedly commenting on the Style of Writing, give 

pie leave, Sir, to throw in a word or two on a 

matter 
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natter of more - immeduite confequence to the 

comfort and bappinefs of life — the Style of Conver- 
fation. I don't mean t;be rouncBng of fentences, 
-or faying pretty things prettily, or fine things 
finely, or backing yoar horfes, like Mrs. Flourigig, 
in the midft of a fpeech, for tbe fake of^urning 
the corner of a period > but .the downright commu- 
nication of our thoughts to each other^ the life 
and foul of all focial intercouife, the firft purpofe 
of meeting and company, and the great diftin£lion 
between our fpecies and the feft of t)ie animal 
creation. 

^^ Speak, that I may know thet.** faid the wife 
man of oM; but according to the prefcribed ufe of 
fpeech in polite company, it is impoiSble for os to 
«ome ait the leaft knowledge of each other ; not on 
account of our ufmg fpeech for the purpofe of 
diiSmuIatioa, but becaufe it js ungenteel forfootb^ 
to difcorer, in company, that yoa have any 
knowledge at all ; or for any one perfon to /peak 
above five feconds at a time, or atK>Ve five wprd^ 
in a breath. 

Tedioufnefs and Profing in Converfation, is aa 
abominable practice, I allow; but no man ever 
dealt half fo difagreeably in that figure of rheto- 
rick, which, I think, Swift calls the Circumbendibus^ 

as 
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as the fops and flirts of the prefent age now deal 
in the abrupt, fnip-fnap manner of abandoning a 
fubjeft before three fyllables have been faid upon it $ 
flying from one queftion to another, as if each had 
been ftarted for the fake of quitting it immediately^ 
or as if the very ghoft of good knCc was to be 
laid in all good company. Convprfation was in-< 
tended as a kind of traffick of mental comma-, 
dities, but nobody now dare open their budget t 
and left nature ihould fet fbme tongues a going, the 
puppies of the world have, ' from time to time, 
contrived to put a kind of gag in our mouths, byr 
inventing certain terms calculated to turn every 
man to ridicule, who will venture to deliver his 
fentiments, or difclofe his mind for the information 
or entertainment of the company. If you at- 
tempt to tell a ftcHry, one puppy puts his hand ta 
bis cheek, and cries Patch ! implying, it Teems, that 
the tale is old, and fmells of Joe Miller ^ and if 
you continue your narration a minute and half^ 
another puppy turns to a monkey next him, and 
whifpers " what a beref or harl'* for I don't 
Itnow how they fpell their nonfenfe ; but (take it 
which way you will) it is intended to convey an 
idea of tedioufnefs, and to compare the fpeaker to a 
bog or a gtaikt : but fure^ Sir> fucb wretches are 

tbemfelves 
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themfelves the grcatcft eneoiies to good company | 
mere dampers to the mind, wet blankets to the 
imagination, and extingui(hers of good fenfe and 
good humour. Taciturnity is the great vice of 
Engliftimen, and it would be more expedient to 
devife methods to prevail on thegi to throw off 
that referve that freezes their copverfation, than to 
fiudy thefe poor meagre 'inv,entibns to fhut up 
every man*s light, like a dark.larithorn, within his 
own bofom. A bold free fpirit, it is true, will 
leap thqfe fences ; but it is hard, m^thinks, ^that 
a plain modeft man fhould be ftopt in the high road 
of converfacion, and not fuiFered to go on without 
interruption. 

1 love humour and pleafantry, Sir; as weH as the 
meirrieft man in the kingdom j but give me leave 
to inform thefe' fine gentlepnen,. that it is a me- ' 
lancholy fytiiptom, wh^n they, cannot bear the fe- 
rious purfuit of any fubjeft for two minutes -.to- 
.gether. Humour itfclf, if good for anything;* is 
lerious at the bottom; but vvhat provokes |nei', is, 
that thefe cuckows are as graye as :(i:oi.cks^ and'^hc^ld 
it a kind of treafon to laugh ;\ for the oW. folly 
is revived, which almoft begjtUfto grow.obfplete 
in our ancieilt comedies, of being gentleman Ji^i. 
and melancholy. Converlation b^ing a kiod of 

ihort 
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fliort extempore compofttion, all fcvere cenfare of 
what falls from us, prophanenefs and indecency 
excepted, is ridiculous i not only fenfe, but for 
the fake of fenfe, even nonfenfe, ffaould be to- 
lerated ; for a man who is always afraid of uttering 
what may be interpreted to be nonfenfe, will not 
give his underftanding fair play ^ and he will often 
let the immediate occafion, that would have given 
grace and force to his obferyations, pafs by. He 
will ieem, like an aukward militia-man, difcharging 
'liis fblitary blunderbufs, long after the reft of 
the corps ; or at beft, fuppoAng bis words to have 
feal weight andfterling value, they will come upon 
us untowardly, like diftant thunder, which does 
not reach our ears, till long after the flafh has 
taught us to expe£l: it. 

By attending and obferving Modern Converfation, 
one would be tempted to imagine that it was one of 
the firft principles of politenefs, to drive all (en^ 
timent and fcienceout of fociety. Every thing re- 
lative to a man's peculiar concerns, in which he 
jnight fuppofe his friends and acquainta^ice to 
take fome little intereft, is deemed impertinent; 
and every thing relative to knowledge is deemed 
fedantick. Formerly the honed bottle' forced fome 
rational « and fpirited fallies» even from the 
2 molt 
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moft riotous company ; but the milkfops of oaf 
age keep tfaemfelves fobek*^ till the cards or dice n^ 
lieve them from the cruel necei&ty of endeavouring 
to amufe each other by Converfation. In the mean 
time, to put a curb on the fancy, left the little g«^ 
ntus they have fliould grow rdtive, akid run away 
with them, they devife thefe miferable mecha- 
nical pieces of ridicule, as reftraints on the freedooi 
of fociety% I am rather an old fellow, perhaps 
fomewbat peeviib, and I conCeis it often puts mt 
quite out of patience ; when a man cries Patch ! 
at one of my ftories, I am almoft provoked to give 
him a flap on the face ; and when a puppy feems to 
meafnre my words with a ftop watch, and at the 
end of a few feconds cries, B9re f I am almoft 
ready to call him out for his rudenefs and iin« 
pertinence^ 

We haVe loft the noble art of antiquity of 
writing elegant Compofitions in the form of Dia- 
logue. No wonder : for what dialogue can ap* 
pear natural^ when fuppofed to proceed from tht 
mouths of men who will difcourfe on no fubjed^ 
who preclude all pleafantries, as vulgar, and fu^ 
perfede all knowledge as pedantick ? As to kn* 
timent, it might find as much quarter in a modem 
comedy from a modem critick, as from our puny 
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feftablifhcrs of the laws of Converfation. The 
]heart and the head are equally unconcerned, and to 
feem to know any thing, or to feel any, thing,, 
are alike breaches of politenefs. But furely. Sir, 
all this is direSly oppofite to the warmth and 
plainnefs of our old national charadter : we were 
wont, like Shakefpeare's Claudio, to fpeak home 
and to the pUrpofe. If a man's mind is full of 
ideas, why not let them run over, and water the 
barren underftandings, or refrefh the fruitful wits, 
of the company ? And indeed, a man himfelf 
fcarce knows what ftuiF he has in his thoughts, 
till he has drawn them out into difcourfe, and often 
forms his own opinion according to the imprei&bns 
that his words feem to make on his hearers. 
Anfwers too are produced, frequently giveii with 
more Ihrewdncfs on the fpot, thaii on fui^ther con- 
£deration -, and truth, as well as wit, is ftruck out 
by coUifion . I don't mean to confider every company 
as a tinder-box, and to fet argument and repartee, 
like flint and fteel, perpetually ftriking againft each 
bther ; yet if a fpark is now and £hen lighted up, 
why (hoUld the oiEcious hand of' dulnefs be autho>- 
Irized, by fuppofed pblitenefSj to extinguifh it I 
Converfation is mentioned by Lord Bacon, (as 
Mrife a man, Sir^ as the wifeft of our macartfniesy) 
Vol* !• O * among 
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among the chief benefits of friendlhip, <« makings 
day-light in tihe underftanding, out of darknefs and 
confufion of thoughts;" and as you adorned your 
laft paper by an extra£l from a learned Modern ^ 
give me leave to wind up the bottom of my loofe 
thoughts on Converfation^ with a paffage tranfcribed 
from that great Chancellor and Philofopher. 

** Whoever hath his mind fraught with many 
thoughts, his wit and underftanding do elarifie and 
lireak up in the communicating and difcourfing with 
another; he tofle.th his thoughts more eafily, he 
inarflialleth them more orderly, he feeth h(5w they 
look when they are turned into words : finally, hie " 
waxeth wifer than himfelf, and that more by an 
hour's difcourfe, than by a day's meditafion. It 
was well faid by Themiftecles to the King of 
Perfia, That fpeech was like cloth of Airas^ opened 
And put abroad ; whereby the imagery doth appear in 
figure^ whereas in thought they lie but as in packs. 
Neither is the frujt of friendlhip, of opening the 
underftanding, reftrained only to fuch friends as^ 
are able to give a man cdunfel ; (they indeed are 
beft) but even without that a manjearneth of 
himfelf, and bringeth his own thoughts to light, 
and whetteth his wits as againft a ftone, which 
itfelf ^uts not* la si WQrd^ a man were better relate 
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himfelf to a ftatue or pi£lure, tSah to fuffer his 
thoughts to pafs in ftnother." 

" Conference, fays Lof4 C^e ^Ifo, is th^ life 
of ftudy : Conference, fays Lord Bacon again, 
makes a ready man, and if he confer little, he had 
need have a prefent wit."— In feort, Sir, Con- 
verfation is the great fource of pleafiire and infor- 
mation ja Society, and wh.Qever contributes to dam 
it up, fhould be ftrenuoufly oppofed by the reft of 
mankind. But to fufFer a bye word, a low cant 
term, to deprive us of the means of entertainment 
and intelligence, is the meaneft pufillanimity, and 
facrificing good fenfe at the Ihrine of folly and 
flonfenfe. 

1 muft beg leave, therefore, l?y an index expur*^ 
:gMtoriusj to bam(h Patch and Bore from the 
4Ti6dern vocabulary 5 not jcnerely on account of thp 
barbarity qf the terms, bvit for the evil .tendency of 
^the ridiQulous forr\qthing, orlef^ than nothing, im- 
plied by thorn ^ .for they are not only framed by 
blockheads ^eftJtute of meaning in themfelves, but 
calculalied to kill the feeds of good fenfe and hu- 
inanity in qtiher .people. 1 am, 
S I R, 

Y^^uf's as before, 

A BLACKGUARD. 

O 2 
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Wednefday, Odobcr 15, I775« 



The next *ti8 true ; and yet *tis dear> 
Altho* the ntxh i' i^ not ntar» 

^T^HOUGH I did not on the commencement of 
this undertaking engage to appear before 
the Publick at any certain ftated periods, yet it 
might not unreafonably be prefumed by the occav 
iional reader, that 1 fh'ould at leaft adhere in fome 
degree to the ufual pra£liceof anOccafional Writer** 
In the fmall circle of thofe, who did me the honour 
to perufe the foregoing numbers, my long filence 
has, I find, given rife to various conjeAures. Some 

have 
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have not fcrupled to pronounce me really i^ bona 
fiie deceafed ; while others have contented them- 
felves with lamenting my metaphorical departure 
from the literary world, faying^ that my fmall 
kilderkin of wit was entirely exhaufted. Others 
again have aflerted, that during the fummer months, 
J was, like my betters, retired into the country. 
Many concurring in this opinion, have however 
attributed my iilence to fome accident attending my 
retirement or peregrinations. Some have repre- 
fented me on horfeback, like the Taylor riding to 
Brentford, and have cruelly diflocated my collar- 
bone by a fall j fome have fliot me with a fpring- 
gun, or ftuck me In a man-trap, like Gulliver in a 
pi^rrowjbone ; fome ,have caft me away on an 
inland-navigation ; and fome have buriefl me* alive 
In a cavern of the Peak» 

I have now the pleafure-jto inform my friends that 
I am .aljve, and hope they will find me alive and 
merry<» The truth is, I have been in the country; 
and tbougb I cannot, like the inimitable Spedatort 
indulge myfelf in a feries of rural lucubrations; 
though I cannot extrafl: entertainment from the 
hiftory of an henrooft, or pen an agreeable difler- 
tation upon haycocks j yet before I meet the Par- 
liament in London, and fet up my reft in to^n for 
O 3 Jhc 
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the winter, I wiil give a ftiort srccount rf my firft 
Tifit duririg the funimer recefs. This publication 
h&^tvcT is not wrtfa^nt the privity and good liking 
iF mine hoft. Let me. not he blamed tterefore foir 
iL breach of the laws of hofpitality \ 

My old fchoolfeltow and college actjuaintancej 
Sir Jocelyn Hearty, having long importaned me to 
pafs two or three weeks with him in the country, 
about the beginning of Auguft I fet out for his feat, 
and towards the conclufion of the fecond day,^ 
found myfelf nearly at the end of my journey. 
Within two or three miles of the manfion-houle, 
I encountered feveral horfe-men whofe feat appeared 
uncommonly loofe and unfteady • fome in 
fmall parties, hanging over their horfes, and 
fceming in earneft cbnverfation with each other ; 
fome galloping furioufly after, dropping whips, and 
hats, and wigs, by the way, and fliouting as they 
paft, to denote their good fellowfhip, and hail 
Iheir aciqtiaintancte. Upon turning into the grounds^ 
-which lead direftly to the houfe, my ears-were fa- 
Juted with a loud vocal chorus, which howe vet 
Quickly fubfided, biit was almoft as quickly re- 
newed, and thus rofe and fell by turns, till I was 
arrived at the gate* Entering the hall, I found it 
ftrewed with honcft rufUcks;^ faft afleep, in theit* 

bootf 
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i)oots and great coats. A faloon on each fidp 
of the hall was filled with benches and long ta- 
ties, at which a jovial company ftill kept thei^ 
places, drinking, toafting, and finging. 

My friend, it feems, was already retired. Ar 
old fervant, however, took me under his protection, 
and provided me with every neceflary accommo- 
dation till the next morning. About noon I was 
introduced to Sir Jocelyn, whom I found in his 
dreffing-room, with a bowl before him, containing 
a compofition of milk, nutmeg, and brandy, which 
he called a DoSior. This Doflor is, it feems^ 
always called in on the morrow of thefe joyous fef- 
tivities, and though not regular, may boaft as 
numerous a fet of patients, and a pradice asex- 
tenfive, as any of the Faculty. After a hearty 
,ihake by the hand, and a few other civilities, the 
Baronet informed me, that he and his friends of 
yefterday had been getting drunk according to aS 
of parliament. Having formerly been a ftudent of 
the law, I exprefled fome furprjfeat not being able 
to recollect fo particular a chapter in the ftatute 
.book. " It is one of the beft of them all^ for all 
^* that, faid Sir Jocelyn: and yet it is but a new 
** law neither, and I had the honour to affift at the 
♦' paiSnig it. The GrenvilU Bill, my friend! 
.. , O 4 " Since, 
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^^ Since that Bill paft into a law, we dare not giy^ 
♦* a gill of wine, or a tifF of punch, before the 
f * eleflion j but it is fit we fliould entertain our 
•* friends handfomely fome time after it is over, 
<^ that the freeholders may fee we dq not forget 
♦* them, and remember us hereafter accordingly.''* 
I could not help fmiling at fo ingenious an expofir 
tion of the ftatute, telling my friend that the 
foundnefs of his law put me in mind of Foigard's 
logick, ** if you receive it before-hand it is a bribe; 
^* but if you take it afterwards, is is only a grati- 
f^ fication." 

A few days after. Sir Jocelyn told me, if it waii 
a matter of indifference to me which way! might 
ride that morning, he ibould be very glad of my 
company to a village at about eight miles diftance. 
*^ But I muft quit you at the town's end, fays he, 
<< for I am engaged to dinner, and on particular 
^* bufinefs. We have a Meeting of the Juftices.** 
The chief buCnefs of this meeting, it feems, 
was to fign Licences for the Publick Houfes for the 
year enfuing* This bufinefs was fortunately dif- 
patched before dinner ; fortunately, I fay, be-r 
^aufe iheir Worfliips Ihewed themfelves fo fincerely 
well inclined to promote the intereft of thofe, 
i^hofe callings they met to authorife, that it 
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woyld not have been prudent to poftpone an opera*, 
tion for which their very zeal might difqualify 
them. In (hort, after. a joyous day, Sir Jocelyn 
irpde home rather quicker than he went, and wc 
faw no more of him till the next morning. 

In about a week more however he was again 
called forth to a Turnpike Meeting. Sir Jocelyn, 
ever ready to accommodate his friends, and fervc 
the Publick, duly attended ; but the road under 
confidefation proved fo execrable, and fo many 
difficulties occurred concerning the propofals fqr 
repairing it, that the Committee fat till midnight, 
and did not rife till they had debated the matter, 

Jijce the antient Germans, both drunk and fober. 

« 

The Races and the Aflizes, being each a kind qF 
aflembly of the whole county, it was impoffible for 
the Baronet and his family to be abfent from eithen 
On two different d^ys of the Races were entered two 
horfes belonging to Sir Jocelyn. Both ftarted, but 
their fortune was as various as their colours. The 
firfb day, his bald-faced grey horfe, North, won 
the odds againft the field, carried ofF the King's 
Plate, and was vidlorious ; but on the fecond day 
his brown horfe, Orator, took ruft, ran out of the 
pourfe, and was diftanced. Sir Jocelyn and his 
friends^ after the example pf the Ancients, celebrated 

0^9 
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one of thefe events, and lamented the other^^ 
€xa£):ly in the faitae manner. The flowing bowls 
were crowned again and again in honour of the 
winner, and the cup of affliftion ran over inforrow 
for the lofer. 

At the Affizes, Sir Jocelyn was Foreman of the 
Grand Jury. So many bills were prefented, th^t 
the feveral members of the Inqueft, exhaufted by 
their uncommon fatigue, required a more than or- 
dinary recruit. It is no wonder therefore that, 
having duly difpatched in fober fadnefs the bufinefs 
of the nation, the honeft country gentlemen relaj^ed 
•their gravity, and converting their folemn aiTembly 
to a merry meeting, protracted their fittrng after 
fuppcr till daylight. 

An old boon companion of my acquaintance ufed 
to fay, that getting tipfy was one of the pleafantefi: 
things in the world, but that nothing was fo 
irkfome and painful than its neceflary confeq^ience, 
getting fober again. This was exacftly the cafe 
with Sir Jocelyn. The text of every evening was 
'mirth and jollity, but the comment of the mor- 
row-morning was forrow and ficknefs. ' The 
hunting feafon commenced fome little time before 
I departed. Every hare or fox that had been killed 
in the morning, was revived at night, and agaih 
" ' run 
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run down in full cry. The exercife of the chafe 
was lefs laborious than the feftivity of the evening. 
Politicks took their turn alfo. America was floated 
with lakes of claret, and the blockade of Bofton 
caufed many an head-ach. On one of thefe oc- 
cafions, feeing n\y worthy friend in much pain, 
I could not refrain from a fliortand aiFe£lionate ex- 
poftulation, regretting, that an excellent under- 
ftanding fliould be drowned in liquor, and the 
beft of menrcndered a martyr to his own bofpi. 
tality and benevolence. •^ Ah, my dear friend, 
<* faid Sir Jocelyn, with his hand prefled upon his 
•« temples, you Town Gentlemen imagine that we 
<* lead very quiet, idle, lives in the Country : but 
** take my word for it, that it requires a very good 
•' eftate, and a very good conftitution, to fuppbrt, 
^ as one ought to do, the charadfer of a Country 
^' Gentleman." 
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' Refpicere txemplar vita morumque juBeho 
DoSum imiiatoremf tt vtras bine ducere vocet* Hoa. 

On feature's pattern too I*Il bidliim look. 
And copy Manneis from ker living |K>pk. 

Caiman's Art of Pottry^ 

To the GENTLEMAN. 
SIR, 

SINCE you have announced your arrival in 
town, I hope you intend to denlonfirate by 
fome future papers, that you are a frequenter of 
the T heatre. I love the Playhoufe, and am one of 
thofe plain folks that dine early enough to attend 
the riling of the curtain* I do not fit down to table 
at fix, prolong the laft courfe till eight or nine, 
and then perhaps crack my head with cracking a 
bottle, or rattling a dice-box, till eight or nine the 
next morning. I hope therefore, fince with the 

bulk 
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bulk of my countrymen, I take an intereft in thefe 
entertainments, that you will, like your predecefibr- 
eflayifts^ gratify us with fome found criticifms oa 
the Drama : found criticifms, I fay ; no flimfy pa«» 
negyrick, or grofs abufe, praifing or reviling one 
writer or performer for the purpofe of raifing or 
debafing another^ but tracing and enforcing the 
real principles of the Drama ; and if examples, for 
the fake of illuftration, muft now and then be given, 
give them from the Claffick Dead ! for praife or 
cenfure of the Living is commonly naufeous, com* 
monly fufpicious* The Dead too (no offence to 
the prefent generation !) are our more intimate ac- 
quaintance* 

I do not mean however to depreciate the talents 
of the Living. No Sir, you will find that the main 
fcope of this letter is to encourage cotemporary 
merit, and to reprefs the petulance, and expofe 
the futility, of common-place criticifm. Writers, 
who endeavour to cffeSk their purpofe by methods 
merely mechanical, are juftly denied the Palm of 
Genius. Ought Criticks then to comment by line 
and rule, and to decide by a receipt i If Criticifm 
be the handmaid of the Mufe, ihe might furely 
catch fomething of her air and fpirit, rather than 
rip up the caft cloaths of her miftrefs, at once to 

fteal 
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Aeal the pattern, and find fault wirh the f^fhiotii 
in a word, ber labours fhould b^ dircAed to pro^ 
Heaote the arts, rather than to difhearten the pro^ 
feflbrs ; and- though k muft naturally fall out that 
Vnore can fee and read than thofc who write, and 
piint, &c. yet fince they who hazard their obfer- 
Vations in publick, in fome meafure become artifts 
"themfelves, they fliould take care to found thofe 
lobfervations on the bafis of candour, tafte, and 
good fenfe. At prefent the prefs fwarms with 
"Criticks. A loufe, fay the natural ifts, is a ver^ 
%afy animal ; and there is not a loufy author in 
town, efpeci ally a Dramatick Author, that has not 
fifty loufy Criticks on his back. Thefe blood- 
•fuckers have no doubt their ufe, and may (erve to 
^orreft the too fangtiine imagination of an author ; 
Bat I beg leave to mention a few inftances, 
^wherein 1 think riliey contribute to weaken and to 
<inipoveri{h genius. 

The firft canon of Modern Criticifm (and 
indeed it has been a favourrte topick ever fince the 
FloodJ is the degeneracy of the prefent age. This 
is the grand aera of Dulnefs : Genius, they cry, h 
extinct. Shakefpeare, Jonfon, ' dnd Fletcher ; 
Wycherly, Congreve, and Vanbrugh, are no morel 
—True J and the prefent writers, fuch as they are, 
I will 
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Vill hereafter at leaft have that claim to applaufe. 
They will be no more. — But a good Play, fay the 
Criticks, is fo fcarce, fo very fcarce a commodity ! 
^i— Granted. When was it otherwife ? Allowing 
for a moment, that every old piece in Dodfley's 
Colle<9:ion is excellent, how few are fu ch pieces to 
thofe which were then written and exhibited, whofe 
wit and fpirit has not been fufficient to keep them 
fweet, and alive, for the delight and entertainmentof 
the prefent generation ! From the days of JEfchylus 
to yefterday, few writers have been equal to the hard 
ta(k of a good Tragedy ; to write a Comedy is a 
ferious matter ; and even an excellent Farce- 
monger (fays Diderot) is no ordinary charadler. I 
have looked upon the Stage for a long, long feries 
of time, and without flattery to the prefent race of 
Dramatifts, I will venture to pronounce that the 
laft five and twenty years, or thereabouts, have 
produced more plays likely to defcend to pofterity, 
than the five and twenty immediately preceding. I 
do not mean to pay my court to any particular 
author ; I have thrown the compliment among 
them, and let each of them take as much of it as 
he may think falls to his fhare. 

To point out antique merit to the Moderns, as 
^n obje£l of emulation, is wik and laudable j but 

to 
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to fet it tip, like the gallows^ to terrify and gibbef 
poor culprits, that venture on the high road of 
letters, is Impoliticik and Ungenerous. Compari^ 
fons are commonly invidious, yet there are a kind . 
of comparifons ftili more odious than thofe between 
the Antients and Moderns — I mean thofe drawn 
between Moderns and Moderns. Wits, as well as 
Beauties, are naturally fond of pulling caps^ and 
mangling the reputations of each other. But 
Ihall the fober Critick, who ought to keep down 
their vanity, and quell their arrogance, fhall He, 
as it were ex cathedra^ give a fan£lion to their 
fquabbles, or throw additional weight into that 
fcale, which fuccefs and felf-conceit have perhaps 
already made too heavy ? Let every fuccefsful 
writer triumph in his turn, yet do not chain his 
fellow-authors to the wheels of his chariot ; but 
rather let it be the office of a Critick, like the Have 
of the Antients, to bid him remember that he is 
mortal. 

But the moft oiFenAve weapon of Modern CrU 
ticifm is fome reigning wordy with which every 
literary Rifleman arms himfelf, and does dreadful 
execution. The two leading moilofyHables of the 
Houfe of Commons are not more powerful than 
jfuch a wor4^ be it what it may, while it remains 

formidable 
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formidable by being in fafhion. I am old enough 
to remember when the word Low was this 
Scare-crow. Genteel Comedy, and the politejl 
Literature, were in univerfal requeft; and every 
writer who attempted to be comiciy dreaded 
the imputation of buffoonery. If a piece had 
ftrong humour-^Oh, Sir, it's damned /(9«; /—was 
its fentence of condemnation. At length, how- 
ever, the word Low has been reftored to favour^ 
and the term Sentiment in its turn has fallen into 
difgrace. '* To anatomife a charafter, and fee 
what breeds about the heart," had formerly its 
merit ; but now this difFe^tion of the human 
mind has loft its advocates and admirers : Senii'^ 
mental Jluff is the phrafe; and he who dares to 
approve a fcene, where the courfe of the ftory ap- 
parently leads the author to exhibit Paifion rather 
than Humour, is condemned for an old-fa£hioned 
dunce and a coxcomb. Grofs drolleries, or dull 
moralities, {moralities let me call them !) are 
equally reprehenfible : but Humour is not to be 
cenfurcd merely becaufe it is loWf nor fentiment to 
be baniflied when it feems to exhibit the workings 
of- the heart. With the Ancient Criticks, the 
Manners and Sentiments ^ held an equal rank in the 
Vol. I P Drama: 
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Drama : ea^h alike excellent, whik they wem 
each alike chttr^iaeriftick. 

After fuch a free ccnforc of the modem coinage 
of cant terms in the Critical Vocabulary, if I 
might be allowed to give currency to a word, 
I would endeavour to renew one, that is as old as 
the creation— Nature !■*— the ftcrling bullion of 
Nature I—Let the Crittcks ceafe to enquire 
whether the Humour be few, or the piece finfintental }. 
Jet them examine whether it be natural ! But let 
the admii^r and imitator of Nature alfo be on his 
guard, not to fall into infipidity, or to indulge 
the minute touches of a Dutch pencil. Let your 
outline be bold, tho* tlmple; and fill it as richly, 
and colour it as highly, as you pleafe ; always 
taking care to avoid extravaganza, and *' to hojd, 
as it were, the Mirror up to Nature V* This is 
no curb upon the imagination. Caliban is as na- 
tural as Hamlet. 

Compofitlon and Criticifm are fo nearly allied, 
that in making ftridlures upon one I have been be- 
trayed almoft unawares into fpeaking of the other, 
Narrownefs. in each, mannerijls in writing and 
fnannerijis in criticifm, are equally my averfion. 
The wretched fellow, that could paint nothing but 
% rofe, was not in my opinion more contemptible,- 

than* 
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than the cuckow who cari repeat nothing but 
htu ov fentimmtal. The wide field of Nature^ give* 
fcop« 'for that variety, which ever diftingtiiftes la 
ara of genias. Never wa* thete a period, whefeht 
excellent authors fiouiifhed, but their fbverat 
manners We're as^ different as their feces j nay, a 
goodauthorpoffeffes a verfttility of talent, not only 
keeping him above the fervile imitation of qihtt9^ 
but enabling him in gt^t meafure to vary from 
himfelf. Yet there is another vice of Criticks, 
which I forgot to mention before. I mean their 
perpetually recurring to every writer's firft pro- 
du<aiori, and fettling it as the ftandard of his 
genius, as if they dreaded his cultivating more than 
one fpot of Parnaffus. To compare a man with 
himfelf, difadvantageoufly too, is of all compa- 
rifons the moft mortifying : but mortification is no 
more the main bufinefs of the Critick, than torture 
Ihould be the ftudy of the Surgeon, tho' fome 
pain will of neceffity^ follow both their operations* 
To conclude. Sir, while I recommend the Drama 
to your notice, I mean to warn you from falling 
into the vulgar errors of ordinary commentators. 
And I hope you will take warning. But if you go 
cm, gingling the bells of Panegyrick, or wading 
through the mire of Abufe, in the beaten tracb of 

F z Modern 
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Modern Criticifm^ I wiih that your remarks maj 
peri£b^ as fpeedily as the lie of the day, with which 
they appear ; and that your Eflays may be configned 
to oblivion^ with the News-* papers in which they 
are printed. 

In hopes of better things from your candour and 
difcerhmenty I remain your old friend^ and old 
correfpondent. 

The blackguard. 



TERRiE 
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PUBLISHED DAILY 

During the Encjenia at OXFORD, 
Jn HONOUR of the PEACE. 
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'Thefolhwing Lttter^ though written by another 
hand^ and without the privity of TfikR^- 
FiLIus, is yet prefixt to bis papers now repub'* 
Jijhed, as an IntroduSiiony or Jhort Preface^ 
.conveying ajufi idea ^fthe Difign of the Author^ 
.end ths Nature of the Undertaking. ' 



To the Vkiktzk of the St. James's Chronicle. 

SIR, 

A S the TERitJi-Eiuus is to be reviv'd at the 
^•'^ Enc^nia now held at Oxford^ the fallow^ 
ving explanation of that character may be agreeablp 
vto fome of your readers, 

Terrje-Filius is a ftudent who writes a fatyr 
:^pon the members of the Univerfity during the 
Feftival, and taxes them with zxiy fauxpqs^ or irre- 
gularities, they may have committed ; a fort of ^ 
licenfed Pafquin for the time, .He takes his title 
from the old Roman phrafe Terrje-Filius, which 
among them fignified an obfcure or unknown per- 
fon J it neither being proper nor advifeable that the 
author of the cenfur^s ufually thrown out under 
this chara(9:er fhould be publickly known. It is 
^confidently reported, the celebrated Mr. C. C— — 11 
is gone down to affift therein. 

P 4 As 
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As the word Enc^nia alfo may probably pxizzW 
the unlettered part of your readers, it will not b« 
amifs to inform them,that it fignifies an Anniversary 
Feast, held by the Primitive Chriftians in comme-^ 
tnoration of the day on which their Churches were 
founded, and fmceu fed to denote any Annual Feftival. 
.The money out of which the expences of the prefent 
Enc^niA at Oxford are to be defrayed, was origi- 
nally left, if I miftake not, to New College, by 
theiJ^ generous bcnefa£i:or Lord Crew, and was for- 
merly laid out in what is called a pAUDY, from the 
Latin Vford Gaudeoy to rejoice, that is to fay, /pent in 
gating and drinking. But forthefe thirteen years paft, 
the College, with a difintereftednefs which does 
them thehigheft Honour, have bellowed the Legacy 
on theUniverfity, to be by them laid out in defraying 
the expences of an Annual Mufical Entertainment, 
or fuch other Celebrity as fliall be likely to render the 
Univetfity famous, and increafe the number of its 
Patrons, by drawing a concourfe of Gentry and 
Nobility there^ who are always complimented on 
thefe occafions with Academical Honours fuitable 
to their Rank. The Feftivities of this year derive 
additional luftrc from the Inftallation of their 
Chancellor, the Right Hon. the Earl of Litchfield. 

Tmple, Z. T. 

7»/F4, 1763. 
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NUMBER I. 
Tuefday, July 5, 1763. 



Aadire> atqtte Togam jubeo coxnponere, quifyuit 

Ambitiont mala, aut argtnti pallet amore j 

^ifquU luxuria^ triflive fuperftitiont, 

Aut alto mentis morbo calet : bucj propius me^ 

Ddm doceo injanirt omnesf ««« ordiae aditt I H«&* 

Hear ally I charge you, of this learned Town, 

Hear, and with revVence fold your Claffick Gowi| J 

Whether a Prieft of lufcious difpofition> 

Or, Layman overrun by Superilition, 

What*er difeafe inflames your minds, draw near. 

With reverence fold your Claifick Gowns, and hear I 

Ambitious avaricious, gay, or fad, 

iVJl to a man, my text is, all ftark mad ! 

TO all whom it may concern, I the great 
TERRiE-FItrlUS, the redoubted Acade- 
• mical Satyrift, the terror of old ^nd youngs male 
and female, graduates and undergraduates, gownf- 
men and townfmen, matriculated and unmatri^ 
culatcd^ fend greeting, I am come^ Ladies and 

Gentlemen, 
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Gendemen, according to ancient cuftom, to be 
one of the principal Adors in the Celebrities of the 
prefent Term. You have heard, witheut doubt) (^ 
the noble exploits of my predecefTorSj thofe bold 
affertors of, the Freedom of Speech, and the Li- 
berty of the Prefs, Though the degeneracy of the 
times, and the numberleft innovations in the 
ancient cufloms and ufages of the UniverHty will 
not permit me, after the manner of. my anceftors^ 
to enter the Theatre^ and pour forth the torrent 
of my Family Eloquence from the Roftrum, yet 
I am refolved, not to be put to filence. Mf 
vuifdom Jhdll cry aloud in thejireets^ though no man u^ 
glBtrdeth it* I will ere£|: my temporary Stage, like 
the itinerant praditioners in phyfick, in the l}igh- 
way ; I will maha fpeech without doors. If I am 
forbid to mount the regular Pulpit, I do not doubt 
of having as numerous followers as 6ther Field- 
Preachers. I am determined, at all events, ta 
maintain the Honour, and aiTert the Privileges of 
my family ; and make no doubt of being able to 
prove myfelf a Chip of the Old Block. 

The method I have taken of announcing my 
intentions, by Advertifements in the London 
Papers, and Oxford Journal has, I find, created 
the utmoft confiernation among all ranks and 

degrees 
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degrees of people in this famous Town and 
Univeriity. The Mayor and Corporation, I am 
informed were firft feifed with the pannick fit, and 
held A council extraordinary on this occafion;. 
when it was taken into confideration, whether 
they Ihould put me into the Stocks, fend me to 
the Houfe of Correction, or bind me over to appear 
at the next Quarter Seffions. At length how- 
ever it was held to be an Univerfity-Bufinefs, and 
to fall more properly under the cognifance of the 
Houfe of Convocation. From the Body Corporate 
therefore my caufe was removed, by a new kind of 
CtrtUrari^ to the Body Academical. The Right 
Honourable the Chancellor, I am told, is alarbed^ 
and thinks of iiTuing a formal prohibition. The 
Learned and Reverend the Vice-chancellor, I hear^ 
has declared that he will not grant his Imprimatur 
to my Works : and the wife heads in Golgotha 
have lai<f their Sculls together about me and my 
paper* That formidable lawyer, and learned 
gentleman, the Vbkerxan Profefibr, it is confi- 
dently aflerted, is confulting the Archives, to pre- 
pare a Solemn Lecture on the two tremendous 
Statutes De Conttmeliis Compefcendis^ and DeFamofa 
Libetlu. The Publick Orator, they fay, is drawing 
MP an Harangue in the ftyle and fptric of ^9ufyutt 

tandim ? 
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tandem ? and the Poetry Profeflbr is writing a 
jPoem againll me. It is further added, that the 
name of Terr-«-Filius himfclf, as foon as it is 
certainly known, will be regiftered in the Black 
Book ; and he himfelf, like moft of his fore-fathers, 
will be publickly expelled : — That his poor printer 
will be trained after a Beadle, as big as Popo 
Beaver, into the Vice-Chancellor's Court, and in 
fpite of the Statute De Privilegiis Urbis et Univer^ 
fitatU Jimtd non fruendhy have the honour of an 
Academical Mittimus, to the Caftle or Bocards. 

Some few, however, who fancy that they fee 
deeper than the furface, and that they have more 
penetration than their neighbours, affefit to know 
inc and my intentions better. The dreadful found 
of the name 1 have affumed, which has alarmed the 
vulgar, as that of Raw-bead-and- bloody- bones ferves 
as a bug-bear for chilAren, thefe confident gen- 
tlemen aflFeft to cbnfider as a mere fcare-crow 
fet up to fright the few (ballow daws and chattering 
pies of the Univcrfity, while my words, however 
big and fonorous, are as innocent as the noife of a 
cherry-clapper. They affed to laugh at thofe who 
have conceived horrible ideas of me,. and cry out, 
when they hear that Terr/b-Filius is coming, 
that there is a lion in the way. T£&RiE*FiLXUs, 
4 they 
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they pretend, is not that tremendous animal he 
was wont to be. Lion as he is, he has filed 
his teeth, and pared his claws, and though he may 
venture to lift up his voice, and make the wick 
forejl tremble at his roar^ yet like Shakefpear*s 
Lion, he will roar as gently as any nightingale. 

Be this as it may, whether I (hall prove myfelf 
a Literary Hornet, a downright Academical Wafp, 
or merely an innocent Humble-bee^ with a fmall 
.fiing by way of defence, ox melius non tangsn^ ia 
my tail ; whether my ftyle will be more agreeable 
to the genius of our modern Encjenia, or the old 
Saturnalia \ whether I ihall pour forth from my 
fmall cruet of wit and humour the oil of Panegyrick, 
eir the vinegar of Inve<Slive and Satire ; in what*- 
cver manner I naay write or fpeak ; ftill. Gentle- 
men, I muft inGft on it, that I have a natural, 
an uncontrovertible right to appear at thefe 
Solemnities, a right eftabliflied by the ancient . forms 
of the Univerfity, and recognifed by the Stati^tes. 
The celebrities appendant and appurtenant to the 
-^^-7/rOT, every man rnuCi acknowledge, would be 
imperfe(£l without the admiflion of fuch a charafier 
as that I have undertaken to fuftain ; a charader as 
neceflary to enliven the gravity of folemn convb- 
(Cations, formal proceffions, long harangues, dull 

difputations^ 
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difputations, and oratorios mo/l mu/lcaly mojl me^ 
hncholyy as the introduflion of the Fool among 
the perfonages of the Old Comedy, or that 
merry gentleman Matter Punch among the wooden 
Kings and Queens at a Puppet-Shew. It is 
the peculiar nature alfo of feafons of feftivity, to 
firike out fallies of Wit, and indulge ftrokes of 
Satire, which give no more ahnroyance to the ge- 
neral merriment, than illuminations and fireworks 
on a night of rcjdcing, though perhaps fome 
queer old gentleman may be alarmed "at the crackerar 
bouncing about his ears, the ferpcnts hiffingat his 
tail, or a fquib whizzing in his periwig. 
' In an age lels produftive of innovations than 
the prefent, I (hould indeed be furprized that when 
the Celebration of the P-eace has cccafioned a kind 
df Publick A^y no perfon,' properly qualified (hould 
be called upon by the Heads of the Univerfity to 
officiate in the capacity of Terr-k-Filius in the 
Theatre; or at lead if fo eflential a Perfonage 
as Terr^-Filius fliould be by our Academical 
Licenfers "and Chamberlains filenced and forbid to 
appear on the fcene, I am ftill more furprized that 
the charafter of Publick Orator alfo fhould not be' 
wiped out of the Dramatis Perfona. His rattling; 
Eloquence and my Sprightlinefs, (or, if you plcafe 
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to call it fo, Impertinence) fhould aecompdny one 
dlnother as naturally as thunder and lightping. To 
have all praife and no fatire, all fweet and no 
four, is to make youF punch without lemon* The ' 
province of Publick Oratpr, we know by experience^ 
is wholly Pancgyrickj that is (the cafe of the 
prefent company always excepted) to fay every 
thing erf a man but the truth j whereas the very 
nature and fpirit of my office demands, that aU 
though the truth fliould not be told at all times, 
yet at this particular feafon, I may tell the truth, 
the whole truth, and fom?times perhaps, a little 
more than^he truth ; and though truth in general 
is well knl^wn to be at the bottom of the well, yet 
on thefe occafions, it may be pumped up, be the 
i|)i:ings ever fo foul and muddy, till it runs clear, 
and dealt out among you by pails and buckets fulU 
The Reverend Dr. Brown, a worthy member 
and lUuftrious ornament of a Sifter Univerfity, in 
% diflertation lately publifbed, wherein he has 
drawn all the rudiments of politenefs from favages, 
and fliewn us that the Tree of Knowledge ori* 
ginally took root in the foil of ignorance j the 
learned Doft6r> 1 fay, Gentlemen, has proved 
almoft to a hgical^ if not a mathematical demon- 
ftration, that Satire and Comedy, as well as Ode 
«nd Tragedy, owe their birth to the folemnization 

of 
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of that elegant Indian celebrity, the favage Song^^ 
Feafiy where ev^ry man had a licence to make free with 
another, and to throw out jefts and gibes Upon his 
neighbour. Since therefore the Publick Orator ad«* 
beres to his imitation of the great Prototypes of 
fublime Panegyrick, fhall not Terr-s-FiliuS be 
permitted to follow up the Originals of familiar 
Sarcafm f Shall we. Ladies and Gentlemen, be 
kfs liberal and open-hearted in our mirth than the 
Chcrokees and the Catabaws i . Shall we be ex- 
ceeded in politenefs by the Six Nations ? And (ball 
the favages on the Ohio and MiiSfippi indulge 
tbeoifelves in more truly-claf&cal /eftivities, or ele- 
gant railleries, than the polite fcholars on the 
banks of the Ifis i 

If we defcend to later times, or examine the 
cuftom of more polilhed ages^ we (hall find that at 
all feafons of feftivity and rejofcing, peculiar 
freedoms are allowed ; nay that even fome mixture 
of terror is often introduced, in order, as may be 
fuppofed, to give a higher relifh to the other 
portions of the Celebrity. The Spanifh bull-feafis, 
and old Englifli tilts and tournaments are of this 
liature ; or ta confine my illuftrations entirely 
within the limits of our own times and nation, and 
to fhew we love a little horfe-radifli with our roaft'^ 
beef, what do you think. Gentlemen and Ladies^ 

#f 

Digitized by Google 



TERR^-FILItJS: N^ I; a^S 

«f the Cbampion at a Coronation? Is not ft 
doughty kaighti armed €ap«a*pee, prancing in 
upon a milk white palfrey^ by found of trumpet 
and beat of drum^ and throwing his gauntlet in 
defiance, a moft tremendous apparition i He makes 
his entrance too during the peaceful ceremonial of 
Dinner-time, yet I never heard that he frightened 
away the ftomach of the moft delicate Lord or 
Lady, or infufed terror into any of the worfhipful 
Aldermen.-^ Do not let TERR-ffi-Fiuus difturb 
your Gaudies, Gentlemen ! 

Suffer me, then. Ladies and Gentlemen, in like 
manned, at this feafon of general feftivity, armed 
at all points, with all the accoutrements of the Old 
T^RRJE-Fiuus, and mounted on a high-bred 
Pegafus, to make my ufual cavalcade among you<» 
You, who have ihewn yourfelves willing to afford 
general encouragement, who have committed your 
eyes to the care of Chevaliir Taylor,' and your 
tongues to Profeffbr Sheridan ; you, who hav^ 
given a hofpitable reception to Drybutter on th^ 
GlafTes, and Maddox on the Wire | you, who hav9 
welcomed the arrival of the Fire*£ater, and the 
Giant, and the Dwarf, and the Hermaphrodite ^ 
you, who have with infinite propriety circulated 
papers, propofing to honour that accomplifhed 

Vot. I. ' Q. Matter 
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Matter of Legerdimain^ ISgbman Palatutt^ tbr 
HiOH-GsRMAN Artist, with, the degree of 
Master of Arts ; receive your old acciuaintance 
Terrjb-Filius ! inveft him with all the digilitiestr 
privileges^ and impiunities of his Office ^ let the 
javelin-men in rufty green, and the two crackeA 
tnraipets precede Um, as they do the Judges of 
Affize, and let none but acknowledged felons and 
fore-doomed conviSs be afraid of the cbnfequences 
of our opening our Commiffion of Oytr and TW*- 
miner^ 

Let fiich delinquents however, and fuch it 
feems there are, let fuch I fay, tremble ! My arm 
h raifed, the fcpuige is in my hand, and conference 
(which, according to Swift, is a pair $f hrtechn) 
kys them bare before tat. Let all, to whom the 
lines which ftand at the head of this paper, are any 
way applicable, prepare to be arraigned for their 
crimes and mifdemeaftors, and receive fentence^irni 
iconfcientite accordingly* I will not now tranfcribe 
a tranflation of my Motto from Francis or Greedy 
or after the new-fangled fafliion of modern witsf, 
give a new one of my own, adapted to modem 
Wtanners i* but I rather chufe to eaforceand illuftrate 

the 

• The mottoes to tbe Cennotfeur, thtn sot long colleaed ami 
f ttbliihod in Tolunacfl, were tke firft siTcm in that ftyle aa4«aaaer» 
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Hhe alarming words of th<j Komaa Sgtirift, \xy tb(f 
following ftill more trcmcndcws Q^Utiqn from 
SfaaJFcCpeare. 

^ -^ — ^ TrembU, thou Wwtdvj, 
That haft within thee uxulivulged Griipes» 
Uawhipl pf Juftice ! Hide thee, thou bloody Hand ; 
Thou Perjure, and thou Simular of Virtue, 
That art incefluous : CaitIiF» (hake to Pieces, 
That under Covert and convenient feeming. 
Haft praftic'd on Man's Life ! Clofe pent-up Guilts> 
Rive your concealing Continents, and afk 
7X/ J dreadful Summoner Grace ! Ki n G L e a ft 4 

The regular-difpatch of bufijiefs, and the folenan 
i^dminiftration of juftice muft however, be deferred 
till to-morrpw. To-day the edge of our Satire^ 
like the ax before the condemnation of a States 
Prifoner, fball be turned away fro^n the crlminat* 
In the mean while, for the next twenty-four hours^ 
let the Univerfity be at reft ! let the tea-giving 
Bellas of this town, who have danglers in fqusfre 
caps and hanging fleeves, who boajl the triumphs of 
a lettered hearty not put the pit*a*pat-ation of their 
dear little hofoms into a flutter ! Let the rof^ 
Doftors and my good Mcffiers in every Common- 
Room fleep in peace, till their next neighbour 
informs them that the bottle is at their elbpw ! 
L,et them fmoke their pipes in fecurity ! Let 
0^2 not 
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hot pale faces turn red, nor red faces turn pale f 
To-day (fuch is tny refpeft for the Annivcrfary of 
the Gommemoration) I will not difturb evert 
the tranquillity of a Pot-hoofe \ Let the young 
Smarts, and Bucks, and Bloods of the Univerfity 
lay afide their apprehenfions for to*day ! I will 
not difcompofe their drefs by remarking on an 
unftatutafele Waiftcoat or the want of a Band, or 
attempt to put their Hair out of Kidney. I will 
not, like an unmannerly ' Dean or Cenfor of a 
College, break in' upon, them to interrupt the 
evening's amufement of Cards or Dice, the brifk 
circulation of Toafts, or the fturry merry round 
of Catches at their rooms; nor attempt to taie 
thejn, like the Prodor, Over a late bottle at the 
CofFeehoufe. I will not, like another Great 
ToMj toll them into College with a hundred fofeer 
lium-drum Mementoes, that it is pafi nim o^ Clock ; 
jior will I lay open the myfteries of their Scenes 
of Merriment in London, Woodftock, and Lady- 
grove : and if I fine them for their irregula- 
rities, it fliall be in a much more moderate furh 
than Forty Shillings, or any other Sconce impofeil 
by the Proftors. The Price of my Papers, Gen- 
tlcmeni is no more than Sixpence apiece* 
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fyis U69US bic noprli fucceffit Jeiihui bojj^es t Vx r c 1 1 ^ 

Who is he ? whaft hit name ? a ftran^r gueft ! 
Comes he in icrioua earaeft> or in jeft ! 

Ladies akd Gikntlsm£h. 

OF all the Literary Cotnmodities, which aro 
at prcfcnt brought to market, there is not 
one which -pf educes half fo large a demand, or fucH 
a quick fale as SCANDAL. Formerly the fweet 
flowers of "Poetry, like Myrtle or Orange Trees in 
Pot9, were the chief ommnents o^ <a Sookfeller^B 
Window, and fold as well as Rofes and Hyacinths 
at Covent-Gardeti ; but now every bud and bloflbm 
of Helicon, every fruit and flower of Poetry, eyery 
ftrrub of Parnsiflus is an unprofitable weed, unlefs 

it 
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it Be as bitter as Wormwood, or Coloquintida. 
Heavy Treatifes, Moral Difcourfes, and dull 
DiiTertations, were once as greatly in requeft as 
Jbeef at Leaden-hall ; and Religion and PHilofophf 
were as fixt ftaple commodities as corn at Bear- 
Key. Law, in whiteCalf-fkin, wbile there werean^ 
Studints in' the profeffion^ fold at as high rates ia 
the purlieus of the Temple or Lincoln's Inn, as 
the Calf itfelf in Smithiield h and till the poring 
over mufty Pmxhments was exploded in the Inns of 
Court, the Sheep-ikin was almoft as valuable as 
the Sheep. It was eafy alfo for the Manufadurers 
of Syfteibs and Paradoxes to irive a kind of conr 
traband trade in Deifm, Infidelity, and fucfa other 
Hardware ; and little Dablers in Ink often made 
fuccefsfal cruifes^ in fmuggling Prophanenefs and 
Bawdry. In a word, every common Pedlar in a 
Magazine was thooglit to have feme curious 
Triaket in his Pack ; and the loweft Hawker was 
lore to make a dinner on a Bloody Murder, or 
the King's Speech. 

Thefe times, v^ierein the great Mart of Letters 
was in fuch^a flouriihing fituation, were indeed 
glorious ! but now, to the unfpcakable detriment of 
Trading Authors of almoft every denomination, 
{literary Proper^ is reduced to a very narrow 
0,4 compafsi 

• 
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compafs ; and the richeft Copyholders not only groan 
trader the load of heavy Fines and new Impo* 
iitions, but fee their moft valuable Poifeffions 
perifliing under their hands, or in fpite of every 
fence of Law and Equity, invaded by bold tret- 
paflers from Scotland. For many parcels and 
-whole bales of goods they have npw no vent. No 
performance can promife itfelf a great run that 
is not highly feafoned with Abufe ; and the nearer 
ft Writer approaches to tinqueftionable Libel, and 
fhe moft open Scandalum Magnatum^ the more 
bis Work will be read. If a fmart piece of Satire 
is. thought to have occafioned a duel, though it is 
doubtful whether the piftols of the combatants 
ever were more than upon half-cock, the paper 
will run off like wild-fire. An information in the 
Xing's-Bench, or a vifit from a King's Meffengcr 
will carry off a dozen impre^ons ; and if tb^ 
Author ftands in the Pillory, or is committed to 
Newgate, or fejit to the Tower, the fortune of 
the Bookfeller is made for ever. 

Jt is plain therefore. Ladies and Gentlemen, 
from tbefe apd many other confiderations, which 
I have duly weighed and deliberated, that Sca)»ii>aj(. 
is the moft profitable commodity which a Writer 
^an deal ip, being that to which Headers givp 

th? 
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the moft encouragement. Scandal-mongers^ like 
Fiih-mongers, may put what price they pleafe oa 
their goods, and be Aire tp have them all bought 
off their hands, provided they will take care to 
fupply thpir cuftomers freih and frefh. This 
therefore Is t§ give Notice^ that I, Terrje-Filius, 
at the Univerfity-Scandal- Office in Oxford, have 
determined to open a fliop in the High-Street, 
during the Enc^nia.; and though all wril be 
accounted fi£h that comes to my net, yet to avoid 
creating a glut, which might make my flock too 
cheap, I (hall, like the reft of my honejl fraternltf^ 
throw ?iway the fmall Fry^ and offer you nothing 
but the very Prime of the Market; and I ca|;i 
afliire you, l^adies and Gentlemen, that I have fe* 
veral odd Fijh^ and fuch as were never exhibited to 
fale before, which are juft brought to toyjn By 
]LrANJ> Carriage. 

I have already received, in confequence of my 
late requeft by publick advertifement, feveral very 
curious and entertaining anecdotes concerning 
fome of the moft eminent Perfonages attending the 
prefent Celebrity, aliens and vifiters, as well as 
inhabitants and members of Colleges, with many 
pf which, the names of the parties printed at 
full Ipng^h, I propofe to oblige my Readers ; 

rcferving 
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referving the reft to enrich the two Vdames of my 
ColUgi Aulantii^ Subfcriptions to which pour in 
a-pace, abundant!/ motp than fufficient to defray 
the expenceof aay Profecutions \idiich my Papers 
aiaj incur, or to carry on fuch anions as I 
may think neceflary to maintain, in vindication 
of die Freedom of the SubjeS, and the Liberty 
of the Prefs. 

But while Z am thus employed in colleding; 
materials for Secret Hiftory, and pufliing as faif 
as poffible my refearches into the charafters of 
others, you, I find, Ladies and Gentlemeci, are 
equally affiduous in your enquiries after Me. It ts 
a well known remark of Addi'fon, that Readers 
jiever entertain a true relifli for a Performance^ 
till they know fomcthing of the Audior; as 
wiiether he is a fair man, or a black man ; a fhorty 
man, or a tall man ; a nobleman, ch* a gentlaiHMi| 
or a tradefman, or a highwayman ; a divine, a 
lawyer, or a phyfician ; high or low ; > rich or 
poor : lorry am I to be obliged to call in quefiion 
the obfervation of ib fine a writer, but I muft 
beg leave to i«£ft on it> that till the Book is^ 
by fome means or other, — ^by its Whimficalneft, 
its Scurrility, oc no matter what— become the 
objcft of general notice, nobody cares a farthing 

about 
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about the Writer. Then, indeed, when the 
alarm is given, when Merit has made its way, 
or when Fafliion or Caprice have given the nod of 
approbation, then the Hue and Cry goes abroad 
after the Author.— ^ Who is he ? which is he ? where 
is he i what fays he ?— -This is, and I'll be judged 
by Mr. Shandy, — this is, as the Laureat terms it, 
the Honeymoon of fVit, ——Now- Lords a(k him to 
dinner ; Ladies take him to Ranelagh ; and Ma- 
nagers give him the Freedom of the Theatre^ 
His Name is in every News -paper, and his Face in 
every Print-lhop. If the real Author is not 
known, a fubftitute, as in the cafe of Militia** 
Men, is appointed to ferve in his ftead, which the 
world runs after with as much eagemefs, at 
Turnus purfues^ the ^iry image of iEneas, or ra- 
ther as the Bookfellers puffue the phantom of an 
Author in the Dunciad. 

I had once fome thoughts, in order to gratify 
the reigning pafEon for Caricature, of having my 
head cut in wood, and placed at the front of thefe 
papers. At another time I had half formed a re- 
folution of having my face painted by Haggarty, 
and hung up as a fign, at the door of my Printer. 
But finding that majked Balls are coming into 
fapiion, I at laft determined to mix among the 
I croud 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tiS T ERRiE-FILIUS. m IL 

croud in dl/guiicy with the liberty of othe:r. 
Mafqueradefs, of attacking every perfon in com- 
pany, in a feigned voice, with the witty Interro«> 
gallon of Do you know me ? 
. Curiofity, however, is not to be repreft, and 
there are many that will flatter themfelves they fee 
through the difguife. They know your w^alk, 
your voice, your air, or fomc little peculiarity in 
yoUr manner, or deportment. I have had the 
honour of being miftalcen for feveral celebrated 
perfons already, ,and every man is convinced that 
I am one of his old acquaintance. Some take 
me for that mttvy fellow j the facetious Author of 
The Ccmpaaian to the Guide f and the Guide to the 
Cofttpanion I that lively fpark who (hewed early 
dawnings of a Poetical Genius, and foon proved 
binifclf a fine chopping boy, that would do honour 
to his Alma Mater, when he fung the Triumphs 
tflfa: who not only brings up the rear of Epicatdia 
and Gratulationes with uncommon fpirit, but can 
alfo defcend from the fublimer exercifes of his 
Mufe, to celebrate the Maker of Mutton-Piesy or 
compofe Odes on Grizzk-ff^gs : who, thoujgh now 
a grave Tutor, cannot furely, nay fliould not,, 
wholly forget his days of pupilage j and though 
now 
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" — — ' — — the Days are come 
, ** When calm he fmokes in Common-Room, 
* '* And dines, with Brtfaft untroubled, under 
** The Pidure of the pious Founder*," 

yet he muft remember the days when his Ale firft 
became a rival to Phillips's Cyder ; the days 
when he frequented Chrift -Church, and fpent 
his evening at Captain Jolly's. 

Some there are, who fuppofe me to be no other 
than that grave Antiquarian, that Soul of Ail 
Souls, who obliged the world fome years ago with 
a diflTertation on the Mallard ; who has fince 
appeared in the fliape of a Decyphercr, and wrotfe 
en Explanation of the Oxford Almanack ; an^ 
about the fame time, Jike an expert Gameftcr^ 
played my cards moft notably at a certain Game of 
All Fours. 

Others take me for that Rattle the Student; 
and others for that Dapperwit the Genius j and 
fome for both thefe together who have come 
down exprefly from London, like the chairmen 
with their fedans ; or like a pair of oars on the 
Thames in Whitfon-Holydays, have agreed to 
ply together, during the prefent Celebrity on the 
Ifis. Should it be the firft of thefe wags, it is 

pretended 
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pretended that the compjiiiy may expeft a StgM 
fojl Exhihiuon^ or that the folcain Oratorios under 
the direftion of Dr. Hayes^ the Profeffor of 
Mufick will be turned into ridicule by a grand 
Burlefque 04e^ and a maflced Band from Ranelagh : 
and in cafe it ffaould be the other Little Wit^ it 
is fuppofcd that, befides threatnihg the Univerfity 
with a TeRR-s-Fihus, he means once more 
to. convert, the Tennis-Court into a Playhoufe, 
and, in defiance of the Statute De ludU prohi- 
hitis^ to bring down a company of Comedians (fu^ 
nambulos it hijiriones) to prefent us with new 
Jealqus Wives, and new Polly Honeycombes. 
of his own compofition. 

Some few, who indulge this laft way of thinkings 
are half inclined to fuppofe that Terrje Filius 
is the Haymarket Momus, who formerly gaye Tea^ 
and took off his Tutor and the refl of the Fellows 
at Worceftcr- College 5 in which honourable So* 
ciety he is acknowledged to be a Founder's Kiri^ 
of which circumftance perhaps he may one day 
or other claim the benefit, nolwithftanding the 
objeftions raifed in Dr. Blackfione*s learned 
Treatife on Collateral Confanguinity, 

Others 'again, the miniHerial and anti-minif* 
terial Charaflers in the Univerfity, whofe ideas 

of 
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#f Wit and Husiour are almoft entirely abforbed 
in Port and Politicks, will have it that I am 
one or other of the fuppofed Authors of the 
North-Briim ; fince it is generally reported that 
the RiVifini Gtntlemany having fnapped the 
laft cord of poor Hogarth's heart-ftrings, will 
come down in his laced hat, like General Churchill, 
or Tiddy-Dolly and being a member of the Uni- 
verfity of Cambridge, it is taken for granted that 
the Convocation will take this publick oppor* 
tunity of admitting him ad eundem. At the fame 
time too the News-papers having already in- 
forcned us that the MenAer of Parliament frr 
Aykfiury will be here in his way to Stowe, 
the Squire is hourly expeded with a grand retinue 
of Compoffitors, Prefsmen, Devils, and his own 
^xtemfore travelling Prefs from Great George 
Street, Weftminfter. 

Such, it feems, and fo various, are the fen- 
^mefits of diil^rent little cabals in this Town 
«nd Hnivcrfity, concerning the real Perfon of 
TsmR-ffi-FiLius. Whether he be either, or nei- 
ther, or one, or all of the characters above« 
Aientioned, time alone muft difcover. He is de<» 
termined, like the Ador^ among the Antients, 
to play out his little Comedy in a Mafk, and 

all 
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all the notification which he thinks proper to 
give of himfelf in his prefent Bills^ is, that at 
the particular defire of fiveral Ptrfons of ^alityf 
the part of Terrje-Filius is attempted by a 
Gentleman for his own Diversion, biing the 
firfi time of bis appearing in that character,' 

POSTSCRIPT. 

TERRiE-Fiiius, willing, as much as in him 
lies, to promote a general obedience to the Pro« 
gramma iflued from the Court of Delegates, 
ordering Tbat^ During the time of this Solemnity^ all 
Perfons comport themselves with fuch Sobriety 
and Modifiy as may tend to the Reputation and Ho» 
nour of the Univerfity^ begs leave to. recommend 
the following ^ithful Extract from the Statute 
of ^uales Tutoresj &c. to the very ferious Confix 
deration of the grave and learned Tutors ia 
this Univerfity. 

^^ Tutor is etiam muneri ineumhit^ quoad ea qua 
ipftus oculis quotodie fefe ingerere necejfe eft (quaUa 
funt Veftes, Ocreae, Capillitium, ^c.) pupillos 
fuos intra modum a Statutis prafcriptum continere^ 
quern Ji excejferint Pupiliij Tutor pro prima ^ fecundd 
et tertid vice qua deliqutjfe Pupillus deprehenfus 
fuerit^ yJw folidis ist o^fa denariis mul^abitun: 

quarta 
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quaiPia vero vice Tutoris t/iunere iffe inUrdicet 
Vice'Canceilariusi 

For the benefit of our Female Readers, and fuch 
Gentlemen as have Hoi got^ or have forgot their 
Latin^ is fubjoined the following Tranflation. 

** It belongs alfo to the office ' of Tutor, in 
<' regard to thofe things which muft neceflarily 
** pafs daily under his very nofe (as Clodtbs^ Boots^ 
^< Hair, t^ERiwio, &c.) to keep his Students 
** dre/i in the Pajhion prefcribcd by the Statutes ; 
•* which if the Pupils exceed^ the Tutor for 
*• the fr/l^ ftcondy and third time in which the 
•• Pupil Ihall \k found guilty y Jball be sconceji 
** Jix Shillings and Eighth-pence 5 but the fourth 
*^ time the Vice-Chancellor fhall piit him out 
«« of the gfficc of Tutor.'! 
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TBurfday, July 7, 176J. 



SpeBatum veniunt, vgnUttit fieffentvr ut ' ■ ' Ovjv*' 

What i8*t| by coming here, they mean ? 
"they come to fee, and to be feen. 

'TpHE rcignmg paffion of this nation, for fome- 
few years paft, feems to have been the love of 
Shews,and Spedacles,and Feftivals, and Solemnities^ 
During the war, the people Betrayed feveral fymp* 
toms of this rage after fine fights, and many thotr- 
fands followed the Camp, as young cnfigns oftea 
take to the army, for the fake of ks fpl'ender and 
gaiety* One week all the vehicles in England 
and from the coach and fix, or landau with two 
poftilions^ down to the one horfe chaife^ and fober 
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' tix\ky\ were whirling paSengers along the road 
from all Quarters towards Portfmouth, tO' fee the 
Fleet affembled at Spithead ; and thfe next, the 
fame people were transported with the fame rapi- 
dity, by the fame paf&oh for a fight and a ct'oUd, ^ 
to behold the evolutions and manoeuvres of the re* 
giments of Militia embodied and encamped at 
Winchefter. At the Coronation the tide of 
company from every county in the kingdom flowed, 
like rivers difcharging themfelves into the fea^ 
into the metropolis. Laft fummer one would havfc 
imaginfed* that all the famous witches of Lancafhirb 
had' bcin at Work to draw the whole city of 
London from its foundations, which feemed,*Iike 
Birnam wood going to Dunfinane, to be all moving 
together to Prefton Guild. This furitimer, noVlT 
that Oxford is become the fcene wherein theGi^and 
Shev^ is exhibited, and the do6rs~ of the Sheldohiait 
Theatre art thrown open for almdft a whole week, 
it is no wonder that Ldndon once more emptied 
itfelf into this 'magnificent refervoir, and that all 
ranks and degrees of peoplie are affembled to fee the 
do£tors in fcarlet, and to attend the Le£lures of 
Terrje-FiLius, 

There is not a man on earth, Ladies and Gea- 

tlemen> who is a truer lover of mirth and jollity 

R a than 
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llian myfelf ; and I tsdce a moft particular delt|^t 
in the pre&nt Eiycania, It gives me an un* 
ipeakable pleafur« to fee the new Dttn/tabU-bomuts^ 
mixtwith.f%uarecaps, and a gowa ^nd petticoat 
^y the fide of a gown and cafibck, I couJd^ftand 
whole hours toffee the white fuftian riding-habits 
and blue fattia-waiftcoats make their entry at Eaft- 
Gate i and am tranfported to* fee the boot txt^ 
Ibe Wket of all the ftage^^coaches filled with rofix^^ 
2^ cat-gut, and fiddles, and baatbpys, and da- 
^jrionetv and frencb-homs, and.bafs-viols, wkile^ 
Ae infide and outfide of every machine is crouded" 
ti^ith the performers,. EnglLb and Italian, vocal s^ 
ioftrumental. Feftivals and Sqlemaities luve, I 
^Wt^ their ufes and ad\^antagesf and far be k frooi^ 
jne to attempt to erafc any of ^ redJetter days 
from tbi OjIford Almanack f It v/^MlSk however^ 
^t the fame time be eonfefled, that fcenes of 
grandeur, 9nd feaibns of celebrity,, which ferve 
merely for relaxation to. the ftudiou^ and fill the 
intelligent mind .with, great ideas,i often prov^onl^ 
^ew occafions of idlenefs to t-he holy-day-makiog 
tradefmen,, and open nothing but the mouth of the 
ignorant, who ftand agape, gazing with a. &olii^ 
&ce of pleafure. and aftonifhment. . I am not one 
who lament as a difapppintment our not havix^r 
I finworkp 
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friwwis on occafion of the prefent Peaoe ; aad 
think that the 40>ooo people, aflembled ]aft week i^ 
Hyde-park, had fufficient coniblation in the review. 
I am glad indeed to fee our Chancellor pre* 
iiding in perfon, for the fisft time, at a public|c 
Solemnity among us, yet do I not wi£h for the in- 
^allation of another to produce more ipe&acles^ 
though as magnificent as what we faw at the 
inftallation of Lord Wbstmorland : and for the 
above reafon^, as well as for fome others which I 
do not think it prudent or advifable to mention at 
prefent, I hope it will be long, very long,, before 
Tthere is another Coronation I 

Going along the High^ftrcet laft Tuefdajr 
^morning I was obferving, not without a fmile^ 
,one of thofe modern tottering crazy vehicle^ 
iialf-poft-cha^fi^, halfrchs^riot, neither one nor the 
.other, and yet fomething of both, driving towardiB^ 
.the Angel Inn-yard ; but turning my eyes from the 
carriage to the pferfons it contained, whom fhouljj 
I fee, but my good friend Mr. Folio the book- 
seller, near Su Paql's, and his wife, Mrs. Folio ; 
.who at that very inftant happening to dart the 
rays of her .bright eyes in right angles upon me^ 
ibe pulled my Friend Folio by the fleeve, who 
feemed half arfleep by her fide. Fqlio no fooner 
R ^ fe\y 
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faw me, than he ran his head and neck a yard and 
a half out of the chariot window, and bawled out 

luftily Ml". '^ ^— but hold, I muft not tell my 

name. I followed the chariot into the Inn-yard, 
and had the honour of handing out Mrs. Fox.io. 
The firft ceremonies occafioned by this our un- 
expeSed interview being over, and being quietly 
feated in the parlour, Mr. Foiio informed me, that 
havirig a new edition of a Jeft-Book printing at 
a private prefs in Oxford, he took this oppor- 
tunity of vifiting the Univerfity, and giving Mrs. 
Folio an agreeable airing ; after which he enquired 
very cordially after Mr. Fletcher of ' the Turle, 
Mr. Daniel Prince, and the reft of his brother 
Bookfellers in Oxford. I find too, continued he, 
you have a TERR-^-FiLius,-r-a new paper I fup- 
pqfe, — pray who is the Author i Does it make a 
noife ? Does it fell ? How many do they print? 
Would you be fo kind now, my dear Sir, (taking 
me by the hand and fmiling) as to aiiift me in 
making proper extr^fls, and furnifh me with a few 
occafional paragraphs to fend up to the Ledger, 
and Lloyd's Evening Poft i To thefe various in- 
terrogations I made no other reply, than enquiring 
^fter the younger part of the family,— I hope 
Mifs Folio is well, Ma'am^-^Very well Sir, I 

tbanl^ 
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(haiikyou, faid Mrs. Folio; we had fome thoughts 
of bringing her down with us, but my fpoufc 
had fuch a- quantity of things to put into the 
chariot, that we could not eafily crOud three on us 
into it : fo I have left Polly in our lodgings at 
Iflington Spa, and there, you know, flie can't be 
unked for want of company, — and if fhe pleafes, 
fee may go to the TFells every night. — And how 
does' young Mr, Folio do ?' — ^What ! Bonus / fays 
Mr. Folio, Bonus is entered in one of the col- 
kges— He has left St. Paul's School, and is a 
brother gownfmai\ of your's ; at which words he 
Fung the. bell, and on the appearance of the 
waiter, difpa.tched him to . Colle;ge for 

young Mailer Folio, defking his company witH 
Ibme particular Friends at the Angd. 

Till [the return of the Meflenger Mr. foLio, 
rfter having difpatdhed^nother waiter to the barber's 
with his wig, amufed himfelf with unpacking fom^; 
parcels and valizes, which, it feems, were what 
had billed up Mifs Folio's place in the chariot. 
The firft he unfolded, he informed me were fomc 
iheets of a new work of bis own writing, which 
he propofed to publift early in the enfuing winter, 
j^e preft me very hard to read fome particular 
jaflages, whiph J evaded, pleading want of time 
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and leifure to give it due attention in the pr^fent 
hurry and diffipation of the place.-r-Comf , come, 
fays he, I know yQu Gentlemen that write don't 
approve of us in the tradf pretending to publifli 
books of our own — but we have (ome good hands 
among us, I can tell you.— Oh, I know that. 
-7-Know it ! A79 but you none of you care to own 
it. For any thing, courtly and airyi^ for a Dr%- 
matick Satire^ or a modexn Tragedy, we have 
Podfley in Pali-Mall,— Mr. f ope allowed him to 
}k a good Poet — for t)ivinity and Morality we 
have Payne that lives in the Row— for Criticifm^ 
pr any thing in the Belles Lettres way, there is 
R. Griffiths,— why he writes half the Monthly 
RevieWT-^ind then for the whole Circle of Sciences 
there's our old Friend Mr. Newbery, at the North 
Door of St. Paul's— and the Author of a late 
Pamphlet, called The Lives of the prefent Writersy 
afiures us for a iz&. that he has wi'ote two fa- 
vourite farces. 

How much farther his zeal for the honoHr 
of the Trade would have carried him is uncertain, 
if bis vehemence had not been broke in upon by 
the return of the meffenger, and the arrival of 
Youpg Folio. The mother was charmed beyonfl 
iBxpreffion with his appearance in the Academical 

Habjt, 
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Habit, and vowed he was grown half a head, 
pr elfe that drefs made him look io much taller. 
Well, I proteft it becomes him vaftly ? Don't 
it ? (turning to me) you muft know, Sir, his 
father intends making on him a Clergyman. — Ay, 
ay, the gown by all means ! faid Folio — But come. 
Bonus ! you muft fhew your mother and me the 
Univerfity— Mr. ■ ■ ■ I hope will favour us 
with his company to make tbs tower of the 
Colleges, and return afterwards to eat a bit of 
mutton with us at dinner. I accepted the invi^ 
tation, and Mr. Folio having waited in his gold 
-laced hat with a handkerchief of Mrs. Folio's 
^bout his iears, till the return of his wig, properly 
bufhed out and powdered, and having in the 
interim equipped hjxafelf with a full fuit of pom« 
padour with gold buttons, which he had brought 
down carefully packed between pafteboards, we 
fallied •ut of the Angel into the High-Street t9 
lie the Univerfity, 

We were no fooner got into the ftreet, than 
we were carried by a kind of inftin£^ into Mr. 
Parker's, npt only to give Mr. Folio an oppor- 
tunity of (baking his old friend by the hand» 
but alfo ii> order to furniih himfelf with one of 
Mr, Prince's Pocket Ompanionsy without which 

he 
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lie declared it was impoffible to go round the Urn- 
verfity. There, Sir, continued he applying himfelf 
to me, there's another inftance of a Genius in a 
Bookfeller. *The Pocket Companion is all Mr. 
Prince's own^ — not oijly his own property, but his 
own writing. One of your gownfmen, indeed* 
has fince wrote a New Guide^ — but it won't do,— 
fcaking hi« head, — it won't do, — much inferior 
fto my Friend Daniel's* 

We then croffed the way to Queen's College, 
where Bonus, as Folio called him, informed us, 
that tiie Eaft fide of the fquare had been lately 
nebuilt, and that there had been fome fquabhles 
among the Fellows. Folio faid the Chapel was 
line, very fine, and quoted two lines out of Milton's 
Spinferojoy for fo he termed it, about a dim religious 
Light. As to Mrs. Folio, (be declared that 
nothing in the College pleafed her fo much, as the 
figure over the door of her Majejiy in a Cage* 
—But that flie faid was very pretty^ and ihc like4 
ic vaftly. 

We then proceeded to All Soul-s, and the 
Radcliff Library, at the firft of which places 
Bonus informed us, that the Common Room there 
was remarkable for the befl port in Oxford. 
Some of the fellows, fays he, have toft off four 
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bottles of it a day, for feVeral years together, 
without doing them any manner of harm. Folio 
obferved, that neither the College Library, nor 
the Radcliff, were as yet half fufficiently ftocked, 
and It would be a rare job to have the furnifliing 
them with books. Mrs. Fo l io faid, that the RadclifF 
was a good deal like St. Paul's, only not half fo 
large or fo handfome. A queer fort of building. 
Ma'am, faid young Bonus,— a mere pepper-box,— 
and there, — (pointing to the turrets of All Souls) 
there are the fugar-cafters.— This produced an 
univerfal laugh, which concluded with an ex<* 
clamation of Folio's, — Well faid, Bonus! egad,, 
I don't think that would be amifs in the new 
edition of the Jokes. 

We then entered the Schools'Quadranglc, where 
Mr. Folio took upon himfelf to inform his wife 
that all the rudiments of learning were taught in 
that fpot. Here, fays he, my dear, (pointing) there 
are Leftures read every morning, — Here the Stu-* 
dents attend the Profeflbr of Divinity, — and here 
they attend the Hiftory Profeflbr, — and here the 
Poetry Profeflbr, — and here the Profeflbr of Phy- 
fick, — and here the Profeflbr of Civil Law, — 
2;nd fo on, — all learned men that have large ^ 
fi^Uries on purpofe. to leisure their pupils in the 

fciences 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fcicnces.^rr— Ay> fay« Mrs. Folio, it is no wea^ 
der that .they have all fo much Larming.-^It is 
Impoffible to re;cQunt half their obfervations on the 
tiStxac*Qa\\try, the Bodleian Library, the AruA- 
^el Marbles^ the Pomfret Colleaion, the C\^ 
fcndon Printkig Houfe, the Theatre, «nd the Mu- 
ieum. I can only recoHe^ tikat Mr. Folio met 
with aa acquaintance among the ^ompoikors at the 
printing-ho^fe^ with whom he >entered into con- 
verfation about the method of printing l^Jhrvillis 
Bible without wetting the (heets befo/e they were 
jnit to prefs ; — and that he fuppofed a good deal 
of money might be made of the M.S.S. in the 
Iforf/rjrj— that he compared the Mufcum to Don 
Saltero's CofFee-houfe, and that Mrs. Folio 
at going out afked the perfen who fbewM the 
room. If tbeh was nv wax-wort ^'^In the reft 
of our circuit I remember nothing remarkable^. 
except that Mrs. Folio was extremely delighted 
with the Bafon and Mercury^ in the center of the 
^reat quadrangle at Chrift-church, and told 
her huiband ihe wifbed they had juft fuch a one 
In the middle of their garden at Iflington. 

We then returned to the angel, and as foon as 
^nner was ended, and the cloth taken away, Welt^ 
£onus, fays Folio, and what haft thou learnt 
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hertl Tell us foinc of tliy ftudies,— come give 
your mother and me a iittU touch of the Ma« 
the(]iaticts.-^£d»uf% being hard prefled, was 
obliged to comply; and drawing a kind of figure 
^with bis finger in the wine that was fpilt on the 
table, uttered very gravely feme incoherent jargon 
about A and B being equal to C and D, and pa- 
rallel lines, and equilateral triangles* Folio and his 
. wife obferved him with infinite attention, and the 
moft vifible delight s and as fo<mashe had done. 
This, fays FoLio,~this my dear, (addreiSng 
himfelf to his wife) is whaJfc sew call Dentcnfir^oUn^ 
Sir, fays Bonus, I did not think you had fo good 
a notion of 'the Mathematicks^^Child, (kys Mrs« 
FoXio, your father has a general knowledge of 
every thing* 

Not long after I tdok my leave^ and -could not 
help refle&ing that to people like Fojlio and his . 
wife. Sights ztd Shews aiford but finall ea«ertain- 
ment and no inftrudion; and that it would be al- 
moft fufficient for the gratification of fudi ihinds^ 
if Grand Solemnities, were to come round, like^ 
the year of Jubilee at Rome, or the blowing 
of the aloe, not above once in a hundred years* ' 
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N U M B E R VI. 
Friday, July g, 1^63. 



Nunc ai\bji oh earn rem volh mea vita tnvifa ejf^ Mfcbintf 
S^uia anOftjufta i^jufia pr'orJUi omnia y emniuo ohfequor : 
Mijfafadoy effundite^ emtUf facit* .quodvobhlubet^ , 
Sedfi id voltis potiuij qu^ vos propter adolejcentiam 
Minus videtisy magis impenfe cupitisy confulitis parum^ 
H^e reprebendere, et eorrigere mm, bhjecumdtri in loU\ 
£cci me, qui idfaeiam vbbis* Tjcx* 

No«r» therefore, if Tm odious to you, Son, ' 

Becaufe i*m not fubfervient to your humour. 
In all things, right, or wrong} away with care ! , 

Spend, fquander, and do what you wiil !— Butjf, 

. In thofe affairs where youth has qp^de you bUnd, ' ' '. 
Eager, and thoughtlefs, you will fuffer me 
To counfell and correA— and in due feafon 

, Indttl^eyou— I am atyour fertice. .. Cqlman^s Tx&encx* 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
TT is neceffary'that Terr-k-Filius, like the 
■*" Senior ProSor and . other great officers of 
this Univerfity, fhould make an harangue at the 
Time of laying down his office j but it gives me 

infiuite 
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infinite concern, that on this occafion, inftead of 
glorying in fo favourable an opportunity to difplay 
my merits, I am obUged to make it my chief en- 
deavour to wijpe off a moft infamous afperfion that 
has been thrown on my charaSer, no lefs than 
the charge of being a Counterfeit and an Impoftor. 
It is hard for a man on his death-bed to be pi*t 
upon the proof of the reality of his exiftence, 
and though I am alive and merry, of which I hope 
you are all fully convinced, yet I cannot brook 
the thought thkt TERRiE-FiLius, fhould be ac- 
counted a kind of Baftard Produfiion, (or as the 
lawyers term it) Nullius Filius; and that it 
feould be in the power of Knvy or Malice to make 
a blot in my efcutcheon. I do not doubt, how- 
ever, of being able to blazon my title, and to 
prove that 1 am neither an Ufurper not z Pretender^ 
It is true, indeed, that moft of niy anceftors 
were the moft n6taiTnanufafturers of Scandal, and 
great wholefale dealers in Libel and ScandaTum 
Magnatum ; and that in this glorious occupation 
they nobly fuftained all the pains and inconve- 
niences of martyrdom and perfecutron. Imuft con- 
fefs that hiy father was expelled the Univerfity for 
villifying the grave and reverend heads of houfes=, 
and that my grandfather was expelled the Houfe 

of 
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of Commons for libelling Ae honourable mem- 
bersy and reviling the <!dnftit^tion» I cannot 
deny that moft part of my fiitoily fa^ve, at divert 
times» had the honour of being pumped^ beat;» 

and toft in a blanket $. that; piany of them have 
lain whole months in Newgate^ and ftood in the 
pillory at the Royal £xcbange,r Temple-Bar, and 
Charing Crofs ^ and that, of f^nie I might even 
juftly boaft, that they were hanged for high-trea- 
fon* I mud: own too that, for my own part, I 
have not trod in the fteps of my predecefibrs ; and 
though I am not confcious of any Ihameful de- 
generacy, yet I have never been on the brink of 
expulfion for defamatiom I have not &> much as 
been taken up : I never. had tny houfe entered ajt 
midnight by king's meflenger^ ;' :neither I nor my 
printer can complain of the illegal feizure of our 
papers, or bring a<aions a|;ainft -^the fccretarics of 
ftate for falfe imprifonment: Ijc\ever had the plea- 
fureof having my nofe flit; I have as yet both my 
ears; and have not, according to what I have 
hitherto been able to difcoy^r, any profpe£t of dying 
at Tyburn or Kenningtoa-Common. • 

For thefe rcafons, ladies and- gentlemen^ asi^II 
as for the manner in which I have cohdu£le4 
myfelf in my office during the prefent Solemnity 
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t £nd that fom^ eviKminded jpeifoni have been ia- 
doted to cot)<fider «ne aitd my wrkijigs as Spurioas* 
They fay, that I have difappointed their expefta*- 
tiotvs. They cMitpkia that I have ofibred m) nf- 
ffoftt Iro the Chan^llor «r aiiy ^thgr perfoA of <jua-^ 
iaty; i^r turned tbeftiaior pa^tof tik% Utiiveffiiy 
ifito6%je8;s^ Ridicinle for the emertaintKlent of 
ftefiiitien aytd ander-graduates. They confefs 
that at firft they were ifidaced to conceive better 
hopes of me, but that it may now be faid of me^ 
as it is of tfaemonth ©f March, that I came in like 
Ji lion, and gb out like a lamb, 

Thefe and feveral other circumftances, which I 
cannot pretend to palliate or refute, I can, however, 
tery cafily account for. A Reverend Gentleman oF 
Exeter College, eminent in all parts of Europe for 
liis knowledge in Hebrew, in a late contefted elec 
tion being accufed by the oppofite party of //W- 
fervingj very ihrewdly arifwered, in vindication of 
liimfelf and his aflbciates, that they did not maki 
thettmes^ but the times made them. The Univer- 
fity borrows its completion from its patrons, 
and the moon her light from the fun, and at a 
time when there is a general revolution of princi- 
ples, or to (invert a little the arrangement of the 
jpbrafe) when Revolution-Principles are general 

Vol, I» S among; 
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among us, is it any wonder that the hone/t 
TerRJE-Filius (hould be as changeable as his 
Brethren? 

I can remember the time^ and indeed it is buit a 
very little while ago, when a place was efteemed at 
Oxford as a^adge of corruption, and a gran coat 
the livery of fervitude. I Can remember too that 
a certain great patriot informed the Houfeof Com* 
mons, that Oxford was paved with difafFedion and 
Jacobitifm. Biit now the old true blue is faced, 
according to the court-fafhion, with green; and the 
red and white rofes were not more clofely twined 
together by the union of the houfes of York and 
Lancafier, than the Old and New Interest in 
this county by the coalition and compromife at ' 
the late eledlion of Lord Charles Spenfer and Sir 
James Dafhwood, We have lived to fee the ftaunch 
Dodor Blackftoneon the point of being fent to Ire- 
land as a Judge, and* honoured with a patent of 
precedenpy and a filjc gown. We have lived to fee 
Sir Francis Da(hwood created Lord Le Defpen- 
fer, and appointed Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
Mafter of the Wardrobe. . Sir John Phillips it is 
well known is a Privy Counfellor, and our Right 
Honourable Chancellor is Captain of the Band of 

Penfioners. 

Temporm , 
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' ^ Tmpora mu^antury et nos mutamur in illis. 
The Tories are all at court, and Oxonians are 
made Bifliops. The Cocoa-Tree is running a race 
with Arthur's towards the golden goal of St. 
James's ; and, it is faid, that at the next meeting 
of the parliament a bill will be brought in for 
cleanings lightingy and New-Pa\^ing the ftreets of 
Oxford by the Right Honourable Mr, Pitt. 

I may be believed alfo when I declare, upon the 
Word and Honour of an Author, that it is not fpr 
want of information or materials, that I have not 
made my paper a Chronique Scandaleufe^ a Journal 
of Defamation. I have received letters fufficicnt 
to form a volume, anecdotes without number, 
and fatires, fonnets, epigrams, and acrofticks by 
wholefale. There is not a toaft in the city or 
environs of Oxford, of whom I have not had a 
particular account; and there has not been % 
phaeton and four driven out of Oxford this fum- 
mer, or a fingle excurfion to Wallingford, that 
has not been faithfully regiftercd in my black boot. 
One correfpondent has fent me a piece, which he 
calls the Secret Hiftory of Ditchley; and another 
has tranfmitted an exaft detail of all the ceremo- 
nies on opening the newly-repaired church at 
Weft-Wycomb laft Sunday, together with the copy 
S 2 of 
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of a ^arsl on th^ occafio^, wbleb. h^ tetb me 
was written by Paul Wbiteb^ad^ apd fuog ow 
Milk Punch in th« -Golden BsJI. In ibort, fo 
willing are all to open the fluices of Scandal, that 
the«e i$ not; a comer of the country from which 
I hav€ not been favoured with fome curious ar- 
ticles of intelligence with an earoeft. defir^ oi* 
their being coaimiuiicated to the publick by the 
channel of my paper,, fo that had I been difpofed 
to ik in )u4gaii9Ut upoA them, care has- been takoa 
to provide me a haQdjCome. calendar of deUin^uents. 
A gfeat nuoaber of correfpondents have very 
freely and abundantly commjuniQated their obferva-^ 
tions OA the tr^nfadionsof the prefent j^nc^hia: 
fome have (ent me criticifms on the verfes and' 
orations delivered in the theatre,;, and otbeifs have 
' <;omniented on the voice, gefture^ and deportment 
9f the fpeakers, greatly lamenting that Mr. Shs- 
^lOAN, as heretofore, was not employed to inilruffc 
mm youn^ nobility and gentry in the ast of elocu- 
tion. One^ writ(E;r aflfefts td be greatly difgufted. at 
the vehemence and frec^ency of the plaudits of the 
ifpfer gallery^ b^ftowed indifcrimlnately on the 
Chancellor or a frnger, Dr. Kmo or the iirft 
iiddle. Another is. n>uch offended that the pieces 
on thi^ occailon are cpmpofed. in no other laa*^ 
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gvages th^ Latin or Englifh. At fuch a tim^, 
as well as ia tbsir printed gratulations, the mem* 
bets of tk« Untverftty nsight be expected to) (hew 
tbe extent of theln learnings and we might not 
oaljT) with tbe moft m^deft expectation^ bavepro^ 
mifed oiUrfeLvev feveral Greek odes after the man- 
ner of Pindar, and occafional pieces of Hebrew 
]f(a]modj, bat haye flattered oirrfelves with the 
certain hopes of feeing, the elegant figure of 
Mr. SwintoA dellvcericig an oration in Etrufcan oc 
PJBGErnician. 

In this placet, as I am fettling the account with 
my correfpondeats, it is alfo proper to acknow* 
ledge the receipt of feveral remarks on the prefent 
ftatc of the Univerfity:, and hints for its improve- 
ment. A perfon who figns himfelf Londinenjis^ 
laments that the. arts of politenefs, as well as the 
polite arts, are not taught at Oxford^ and propofes 
that MeffieursHAST and Dukes, or atleaftone 
of them, ihould be i«iyited down to infl:ru£l our 
grown gentlemeny thinking that he might be' of as 
much fervice to the UniverfUy,. and make as bril- 
liant a figoire ici that ant, as Dr. Hayes in Mufick; 
on which confideration it might be expedient to ap- 
point him Dancing Professor, Another per« 
fon, a facetious clergyman.of unconimon parts, who 

dates 
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dates his letter from Lincoln College, wifhes to 
fee the intended fcheme of a riding-houfe, (to 
which the profits of the laft colledlion of the 
Clarendon papers were fuppofed to be appropri- 
ated) carried into immediate execution. He fore- 
fees great advantage accruing to the church-mili- 
tant, from our Do6tors in Divinty being taught to 
ride the Great Horie, and does not doubt but that, 
from their acknowledged fkill in horfemanfljip, 
thcReflorof his own houfe, Lincoln College, and 
thePrefident of Corpus Chrifti, will inftantlybe 
appointed joint niiafters of the riding-houfe, and 
have the folediretSion of the Manege. 

I have alfo received feveral rough draughts and 
curious portraits of academical chara£ters, with 
the names, for fear of miftake, at the bottom 
of the piSure. A young buck of Chrift Church 
has fent me a cutting fatire on a fevere difcipH- 
narian, whofe name and additions I do not think 
proper to mention; and z fellow of Trinity com- 
plains of being forced^ with feveral more, to lay 
cut an hundred pounds in taking a doftor*s degree; 
and inveighs moft bitterly againft tuft-hunters^ 
and a perfon whom he calls Dodor Driver. 

Thefe and feveral other articles of intelligence 
•xtraordinary, I have had virtue enough to fup- 

preft 
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prefs, and think I deferve the publick thanks 
both of the Town and Univcrfity, together with 
fome more folid and fubftantial marks of tl^eir 
favour, for my extraordinary moderation. The . 
affairs of the corporation are, I fear, too much 
perplext to make me any handfome gratuity; but, 
I hope, in confideration of my clemency towards 
them and my tendernefs to their wives and daugh* 
ters, at leaft to have the compliment of my free- 
dom, in a gold box, with a right of common on 
Port-Meadow. As to the Univerfity, I exped on 
the next publick occailon to be prefented to an 
honorary degree, and that in the mean time, the 
Burfars of the feveral colleges will have direc- 
tions to make up a piirfe for Terrje-Filius. 

Publick writers, it is well known, have often 
been bought off, filenced with a bribe, or quieted 
with a penfion, when the fears of fine, pillory, 
and imprifonment have had no influence over their 
refolutions, and all the terrors of the law have been 
let loofe upon them in vain. Our own Times too 
will afford examples of writers, who, after having 
been difappointed of the expedied Rewards from 
the hands of Power and Munificence, have turned 
from the pleafant path of Panegyrick, and gone 
upon the highway of Satire. For my pwn part, 
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being nftt«raUy of ^ bemvdleftt 'fifpofition, f 
iMdraHfaeT klhMM htmatU'fVffrtiwj whtk to {mr« 
liic the fmooA Ttmipiix-Roaid in wliicli 1 htcvt 
,ftt oift. At pfefctrt, briirg Aie firft oF my 
fcimfly "vvlio has not becn'expdled, I am rcfolved to 
nAe my leave in good Immotir, and ftall condude 
my fmefem Courfe of Ledturts with the worfc iA 
whifcii ti»e la*e worthy BilhtJpof Cteyne, who had 
ev^ry virtue fund^r ffvavfny and who fpent thelaft 
iMrt of ki$ life amoDgft us, ufed 'Off ten to defcrihe 
lilts UniVerffctjr, 

** OxFORB is a fair city, fituated in a pkafant 
*• coQntry; adorned with beautiftil gardens and 
<< magnificent palaces; and a place where Reii- 
•• gion and Learning are kept in countenance," 

POSTSCRIPT. 

The worthipful Sir John Fielding, Knight, and 
Juftice of Peace for the liberty of Weftminftcr, 
traving at fundry times not only given occafional 
Hints and Cautionsyr^z» the PoVtcCy but alfo pub- 
liihed ufeful extraCts and claufes from the P^ff^ 
Statutes \ TERRiB-FiLius, in imitation of fo 
great an example, thinks proper to fubjoin to 
this paper the following extraft from the ftatutcs 
of tjie Univcrfity, at the fame time exhorting 

the 
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the janior part thereof to a ferious perufal of 
the Statute Bobk, that they may know the rules 
which at their matriculation they undertake to 
obey, it being a niaxini of the Civil as well as 
Common Law, that Ignorantia non excufat Legentm 

^, 4. D^ Dmibus Oppidanorum non frequentandis. 

^* Statutum eft quod Scholares et Graduati 
^^ cujuTcunqu€ Generis a domibus et officinis 
*' oppidanorum, de die, et prefertim de no£fe^ 
** abftineant. Praecipue vero ab aedibus infanus 
** feu fufpe£fas mulieres vel Meretrices alentibus, 
** aut recipientibus ; quarum confortio fchola- 
** ribus quibufcunque, five in privatis camerisy 
** live in adibus oppidanorum, prorfus inter- 
*' diftum eft. Et fi quis de die in iifdem, vel 
*' earum aliqui deprchcnfus fuerit [niji rationa- 
*' bilem accejfus fui morave caufarn reddiderit) 
** fi non graduatus fit, pro arbitrio Vice-Can*- 
«< cellarii, vel Procuratorum, qui deprchenderint, 
** caftigetur. Si vero Graduatus fuerit, 3s 4d, 
*« pro qualibet vice Univerfitati muldletur,. Quod 
*« fi quis ibidem de No£fe intereffe deprehenfus 
•* fuerit, poenis noftivagorum omnino fubjiciatur* 
"quem in finem (in^ fubfidium Vice-Cancel- 
« larii et Procuratorum) potcftas fit Prajfefiis 
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*^ aedium domos oppidanorum intrandi ; ut ex« 
^< plorent an aliqui e fuis illis Virfentur de Die 
<< vel de Node. Si q.uis vero Magiftratui vcl 
<< Praefedo domus, de node poft clauras fores 
<^ oftium pulfantiy fores fine mord vel tergiver* 
*« fatione non rccluferit, pro prima vice mulde- 
** tur 20s; fecunda vero, comraercio cum privi- 
<< legiatis (fi oppidanus fuerit) alias privUegio 
<* ipfi tntcrdicatur,r*^ 
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